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I  The Altoona Entitlement Program 
 
 
A. Executive Summary 

 
The City of Altoona entitlement program has had great success in its three decades of 
providing support for the City, its residents, and its businesses. A review of the 
successful programs and those not so successful has revealed to the City that the 
direction the program has taken in the past five years is a viable route for a program of 
this size in a socioeconomic condition like Altoona. 
 
Keeping in line with what the City has learned, this Consolidated Plan, covering the 
program years from 2005 through 2009, proposes a steady course in overall program 
focus, program types, and our approach to determining who gets the assistance 
available. In short, the City of Altoona proposes to continue activities in these priority 
areas: 
 
Housing – A core component historically, the housing component of the plan will 
continue with well-established partnerships and within the existing structure that has 
served Altoona well. Two changes to the program not formally called out in previous 
Consolidated Plans are the City’s participation with a regional consortium addressing 
continuum of care issues, and a local focus on a men’s shelter. An element calling out 
the City’s willingness to participate in the American Dream Downpayment Initiative is 
also included, just in case the program can be utilized in the City at some future date. 
All these are described in the plan. 
 
Blight – Another basic part of Altoona’s entitlement program, the City and the 
Redevelopment Authority will continue to work together to stay on top of blighted 
properties and areas to remove or improve them before they become full-blown slums. 
This program has worked so successfully in the past that it shows up in the 2000 
census. This plan foresees no significant changes during the 2005-2009 time period. 
 
Economic Development – The City will continue to work closely with the Altoona-Blair 
County Development Corporation to provide appropriate assistance to small businesses 
and to foster the creation and retention of jobs for disadvantaged people. The Economic 
Development Loan Fund portfolio continues to increase in size and strength and 
beginning to take on a life of its own. The Central Altoona Neighborhood Revitalization 
Strategy Area is also included for the core of the city, to continue the program that has 
enjoyed success under the last Consolidated Plan. The NRSA proposes to continue 
ongoing successful programs, closes those that no longer require our involvement, and 
proposes some new initiatives to further bolster the area. 
 
The 2005-2009 Consolidated Plan also puts forth projects in these categories should 
funding levels and regulation continue to permit such activities: 
 
Infrastructure – The City has also relied heavily on the Community Development Block 
Grant program to redevelop deteriorated infrastructure throughout the City. The portion 
of the infrastructure supported by the entitlement program focuses on the income-
eligible areas of the City. This includes water, sanitary sewer, storm sewer, 
transportation, and recreation. A major initiative over these five years will be a storm 
sewer system in the Eldorado neighborhood that will alleviate flooding in the Evergreen 
Manor housing development (all publicly-assisted units) as well as a small business and 
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industrial area just upstream from this housing area. Surrounding areas upstream would 
also enjoy an indirect benefit from this project. 
 
Services – The final portion of the program is the funding of the various services that 
support the income-eligible population. These include recreation opportunities for both 
the young and the old, policing services in eligible neighborhoods, and supportive 
services for disadvantaged people, such as child day care, adult day care, nursing, etc. 
 
Program administration and planning funds will continue to be spent to support the 
program and the City’s planning efforts to create a better Altoona for tomorrow. A 
number of these studies are called out in the NRSA plan document, and will also include 
an update of the Comprehensive Plan and an ordinance update that will work out the 
bugs of the comprehensive rewrite of the land ordinances that was completed in 2003. 
 
As was mentioned at the start of the document, the entitlement program over the past 
three decades has had a major positive impact on Altoona. This Consolidated Plan has 
taken the successes and has projected them forward to the end of this decade. 
 
 

B. Mission Statement 
 
During the next five years (2005-2009), where HUD funding is concerned, it is the City’s 
mission to:  
• provide basic housing assistance to those who qualify,  
• prevent and eliminate blight throughout the City, and to  
• provide economic development opportunity to individuals and firms choosing to 

make the City their primary place of business, and while hiring low to moderate 
income individuals;  

• continue efforts to improve the infrastructure; and  
• provide for the various services historically provided through the City’s entitlement 

program. 
 
 
C. Geography 

 
The City of Altoona covers an area of nearly ten square miles and is nestled in the 
Allegheny Mountains at the foot of the Allegheny Front in Blair County, Pennsylvania. 
Caucasians dominate the population of 49,523 at 95%. The majority of the minority 
races are African-American (4%) with the remaining population Hispanic or Asian. 
 
The City can be considered two cities in terms of development patterns. The “original” 
Altoona is the core of the city: a typical late nineteenth century development pattern of 
single-family detached housing on individual narrow lots built immediately adjacent to 
the street with alleys running behind. This area holds most of the low and moderate 
income population. The peripheral Altoona consists of the former suburbs that were 
annexed in the early twentieth century: the houses are set back from the street a bit, 
the lots are wider, and alleys were not always present. This area looks more like a 
Midwestern-style city in terms of development style and spaciousness. Few of these 
neighborhoods qualify as area-wide low and moderate income areas. 
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The City of Altoona will focus attention on the low- and moderate-income neighborhoods 
identified in the map below, however experience shows that a programmatic approach 
works best in Altoona.  The 2000 census data demonstrates the city’s success in 
eliminating blighted and deteriorated structures.  To meet the needs of all low income 
residents, the City routinely goes outside these areas where the beneficiaries qualify. A 
comparison of the City’s current map of low- and moderate-income areas with its 
counterparts from each of the three prior decades indicates a decrease in the number of 
neighborhoods that are low and moderate income. Indeed, the City finds these areas 
shrinking with each new release of census figures. This is an indicator of the success of 
HUD-administered programs in Altoona, and the dispersal of these individuals and 
families throughout the City. 
 
The City plans to continue to focus efforts on the core. These efforts were started with 
the Logantown NRSA and were expanded into the Central Altoona NRSA so the entire 
core area of the City could be targeted economically. Discussion of the NRSA appears 
later in this document. 
 
According to the 2000 U.S. Census Data, there are approximately 2000 minority persons 
living in the City of Altoona.  The minority population is evenly distributed throughout 
the City according to tract-level data published by the United States Census.  The City 
does not ignore the needs of minorities, however minority need is not a function of 
geography. 
 
The city is not able to address persons with disabilities population. The City works in 
conjunction with other agencies and financial sources to address this need.  If anything 
critical arises, the City may consider funding eligible activities for this special needs 
population. 
 
 

D. Process Management 
 
The lead agency for the development of this document is the Altoona City Planning & 
Community Development Department, 1301 Twelfth Avenue, Suite 400, Altoona, 
Pennsylvania. This agency provides the research and development and technical 
assistance services to the City Council, other City departments and the public. The 
Department is charged with the development of this document as well as the overall 
administration of the entitlement funds. 
 
Other agencies with a large role in the administration of the programs identified herein 
include the Altoona Department of Public Works, the Altoona-Blair County Development 
Corporation, the Altoona Housing Authority, the Altoona Redevelopment Authority, and 
Improved Dwellings for Altoona (the local CHDO). Agencies providing emergency shelter 
services which participate in our ESG program include Home Nursing Agency, Skills of 
Central PA, Emergency Shelter Project, Inc., Family Services, Inc., and Blair Senior 
Services. 
 
This document was developed using a number of sources and methods. The primary 
sources of data were the 2000 US Census and the City’s own records of previous 
program years. This enabled the staff to see exactly who and what Altoona was and is, 
and what programs fit the demographics. The programmatic study enabled the staff to 
ascertain which programs were and are most effective at meeting the basic goals of 
housing, blight, and economic development. These combined enabled the staff to move 
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into the next phase of document development with a basic understanding of the City and 
the program and a baseline from which the next five years could be projected. 
 
The public participation phase occurred once the baseline was established. The 
Department mailed surveys to the appropriate agencies and firms that would have an 
understanding of the relevant issues and could identify needs for specific programmatic 
and service areas. While the surveys were circulating, the City also conducted interviews 
with several City officials, and held a focus group discussion on housing issues. The City 
also held a number of public hearings and a neighborhood meeting on the development 
of this document to solicit general public input. A listing of all agencies participating in 
the process is included in the Citizen Participation section of this plan. 
 
Once all this input was received and studied, the Department identified the three priority 
and two ranked need categories, and began the formal development of the document 
itself. Once a cohesive draft was developed, it was presented to the public for an 
additional comment period. Those comments are considered in the draft sent to City 
Council for its consideration and final submission to the US Department of Housing and 
Community Development. 
 
 

E. Citizen Participation 
 
The purpose of this process is to provide opportunity for citizens and citizen 
organizations to make recommendations on the potential use of Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program, HOME Investment Partnership (HOME) 
Program, and Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) Program funds, and to identify any needs 
and gaps.  The Planning and Community Development Department advertised for public 
participation with a public notice in the local newspaper. All meetings are held in 
locations that are accessible to persons with disabilities and upon request, the City of 
Altoona will accommodate the needs of participants with hearing or visual impairments 
and non-English speaking participants who identify those needs in advance.  Upon 
request, information is available in large print, on audio tape, or in Braille.  
Announcements were made prior to our meetings on three (3) local radio stations which 
aired the day before and day of the meetings. Announcements of the meetings and 
application process were scrolled on the City’s public access channel, and information 
was also listed on the City of Altoona’s Web Page.   
 
The following organizations and agencies were mailed the application schedule and 
funding application to participate in the City’s application process.  The list of these 
agencies and community development organizations included: 
 
City and Local Government Contacts: 

Mayor, City of Altoona 
City of Altoona Council Members 
City Manager’s Office 
City Clerk’s Office 
Public Works Department 
City of Altoona Fire Department 
City of Altoona Inspections Department 
City of Altoona Police Department 
 

Housing-Related Agencies: 
Altoona Housing Authority 



City of Altoona 2005-2009 Consolidated Plan 

 

Page 6 
Adopted April 27, 2005 

Improved Dwellings for Altoona, Inc. 
Housing Opportunities, Inc. 
Family and Children's Services 
GAEDC Housing Committee 
 

Advocates and Community Organizations: 
Altoona’s Emergency Services 
Emergency Shelter Project 
Blair County Arts Foundation 
Blair Central Recreation Commission 
Blair Community Action Program 
Blair County Arts Foundation 
Blair County Children & Youth Services 
Easter Seals Central Pennsylvania 
Blair County Mental Health/Mental Retardation 
Blair County NAACP 
Blair Human Services 
Blair Senior Services 
Blair County ARC 
Center for Independent Living 
Central PA Landlord Association 
Child Advocates 
Habitat for Humanity   
Home Nursing Agency 
Skills of Central PA 
Youth Outreach 
 

Other Agencies 
Altoona Area Public Library 
Amtran Bus Lines 
Bon Secour Regional Health System 
C & G Savings Bank 
Investment Savings Bank 
Reliance Savings Bank 
Johnston Realty 
Exit Realty 
Parsons Agency 
Durbin Builders 
Innovative Consulting Group 
Penn State Altoona, Off Campus Housing Director 
Logantown Action Council 
ABCD Corporation 
 

Houses of Worship 
Approximately 69 Houses of Worship were contacted. 

 
The Planning Department staff also mailed 330 questionnaires to gather public input 
from community agencies, developers, lending institutions, housing managers, non 
profit organizations, realtors, contractors, advocacy groups, and landlords.  Staff 
received 144 responses for a response rate of 44%. 
 
The Planning and Community Development Department held its first public hearing on 
the 2005 - 2009 Consolidated Plan on January 19, 2005.  The purpose was to explain 
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the new Consolidated Plan concept, announce target dates for the development of the 
Plan, and review eligible and ineligible project types.  Those in attendance were urged to 
identify five-year City needs.  
 
A neighborhood meeting was held on February 3, 2005 at the Altoona Area Public 
Library.   
 
A focus group meeting was held on February 24, 2005 at City Hall to receive input from 
the real estate and land use professionals on the City’s local demographic/housing 
trends and comparisons.  Representatives at the focus group meeting were from public 
and private housing authorities, contractors, human service providers of transitional 
housing, mental health/mental retardation, drug and alcohol programs, persons with 
disabilities, financial lenders, realtors, and Planning and Community Development staff. 
 
Eight organizational representatives, four staff members, and two consultants were in 
attendance at the focus group meeting. A summary of their findings is included in the 
discussion below. 
 
A public notice was advertised in the local newspaper listing the proposed projects for 
the 2005 Action Plan and informing the public that a draft copy of the 2005-2009 
Consolidated Plan was available for review at the Altoona Area Public Library, Altoona 
Housing Authority, City’s Clerk Office and the Department of Planning and Community 
Development.  This notice was advertised on March 25, 2005 to allow for the required 
30 day comment period on the Plan.   
 
The City Planning Department held its 2nd Community-wide Public Hearing on April 7, 
2005 at City Hall to present and accept comment on the proposed 2005 Annual Plan and 
the Consolidated Plan.   
 
The 2005-2009 HCD Consolidated Plan was presented to City Council for adoption at the 
April 27, 2005 meeting.   

 
The following is a list of comments received from the two public hearings, one 
neighborhood meeting, a focus group meeting and survey results: 
 
There were two participants in attendance and a representative from the news media at 
the 1st Public Hearing. The comments received included placing more emphasis on 
infrastructure improvements in Juniata, funding to improve recreation facilities such as 
Veterans Ball Field and funding for new housing to bring people back into the City of 
Altoona. 
 
At the neighborhood meeting twelve citizens and three staff members were in 
attendance.  Comments received from citizens included continuing funding for: 1) 
Homeless Prevention Programs; 2) Recreational Programs for senior citizens; 3) 
equipping city residents with security systems installed in their homes; 4) upgrading the 
East End Little League Field on Kettle Street; 5) homeownership activities; and 6) 
renovations needed for IDA-CON Scattered Site properties and Towne Place. 
 
At the Focus Group Meeting, eight organizational representatives, four staff members, 
and two consultants were in attendance. A summary of their findings is included in the 
discussion below. 
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Special Needs Housing 
1. Persons affected by drugs and/or mental health issues; related to 

choice/treatment/case management. 
2. Rental units and landlord cooperation 
3. Liability issues, federal regulations and security issues that affect landowner 

involvement 
4. Cooperation among banks, developers and owners. 
5. Accessible homes and rental units. 
6. Accessible non-assisted rental units. 
 
Infrastructure 
1. Assistance by City in resolving/expanding basic components and work through City 

regulations/codes. 
2. Neighborhood Improvements 
3. Housing impacts on economic development – need for inner-city housing 
4. Better connection with I-99 via Kettle Street and North Altoona 
 
Replacement Housing 
1. City owned land is in less desirable areas – development and reinvestment would 

require financial incentives. 
2. Build on success of past GACTC houses – reflects targeting idea. 
3. Maintain housing – more cost effective than new. 
 
Elderly/Private Rental 
1. Non-subsidized middle income housing especially for older persons 
2. Existing elderly units not suited for future aging “baby boomers” 
3. Elderly persons moving from individual units to assisted living/relatives – constant 

turnover 
4. Converting “elderly” into assisted living for LMI 
 
Homeless Services 
1. Need for temporary shelter for single men who may or may not have other 

social/mental health issues. 
2. Men’s shelter would entail the rehabilitation of a structure – dormitory style 
3. Temporary shelter would tie in with various social services. 
 
Homebuyer Program 
1. Providing training programs (pre- and post-purchases) with no financial assistance to 

homeowners at the present time. 
2. Financial involvement (training, credit counseling, down payment assistance, 

discounted mortgages) complicated by LBP. 
3. Partnership between City and AHA on homeownership. 
 
Funding 
1. Uncertainties over future federal funding. 
2. Impact on federal funding on housing is viewed as being significant. 
 
National Trends 
1. “Urban Demand” relevance with Altoona 
2. Gap for younger professional-type housing with housing close to conveniences. 
3. Creating open space 
4. Alternative housing suited for campus area. 
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Regulatory 
1. Zoning is seen as working against multi-family housing and may work against future 

housing demand/market. 
2. Anti-density/NIMBY bias in regulations and attitudes – only old and new housing and 

all multi-units are perceived as “bad”. 
3. LBP caused loss of some Section 8 landlords when it was introduced. 
4. City should require people to finish the homes on City-sold ground. 
 
At the second public hearing, eight people were in attendance, one member from the 
news media and five staff members.  The only comment was for City Council to support 
the application for funding for a men’s emergency shelter. 
 
The City has broadened the public participation efforts by the use of the computer.  The 
City has created a web page making available all information pertaining to the CDBG, 
ESG and HOME application process.   
 
The City of Altoona has no information sources, either through U.S. Census data or local 
databases that indicate a significant number of non-English speaking residents within 
the community.  However, should the City become aware of, or be advised of, the 
intended participation by a non-English speaking group of residents at a public meeting 
or hearing scheduled by the City on the Consolidated Plan and/or programs covered by 
the Plan, the City will make provisions for meeting the needs of such residents. 
 
All meetings are held in locations that are accessible to persons with disabilities.  Upon 
request, the City of Altoona will accommodate the needs of participants with hearing or 
visual impairments and non-English speaking participants who identify those needs in 
advance.  Information will be made available upon request in large print, on audio tape 
or in Braille. The City sent letters out to the NAACP and the Center for Independent 
Living formally inviting them to participate in our application process. 
 
All comments have been accepted and are noted in this plan. 
 
 

F. Institutional Structure 
 
Community development, housing, and human service needs are provided by a wide 
variety of agencies and organizations. The City takes the lead in administering the 
program through its Planning & Community Development Department. Annually, the city 
surveys the human service agencies and public and private housing providers and other 
non profit organizations to determine the unmet needs of clients eligible for CDBG, 
HOME and ESG programs.  Project applications for unmet needs are invited from these 
agencies.  These agencies are encouraged to identify service gaps and recommend 
methods for filling those gaps.  The consolidated plan is implemented through the 
human service agencies in Blair County, the Altoona Housing Authority, the Altoona-Blair 
County Development Corporation, the Altoona Redevelopment Authority, the Altoona 
Department of Public Works, and Improved Dwellings for Altoona (CHDO). 
 
Other participating agencies include the Home Nursing Agency, Emergency Shelter 
Project (Family House), Blair Senior Services, Family and Children’s Services, Skills of 
Central Pennsylvania, Reliance Bank, Investment Savings Bank, M & T Bank, the Blair 
County Community Action Agency, the Blair County Department of Human Services, the 
Central Blair Recreation Commission, the Easter Seals Society, AMTRAN, and Saint 
Vincent de Paul. 
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Additionally, there are other federal, state, county, and regional governmental efforts to 
meet these needs independent of Altoona’s program. Efforts are made to eliminate 
duplication and contradiction of efforts and to coordinate and/or enhance these services 
and projects to maximize the impact on the community. 
 
The City of Altoona contracts with the agencies most experienced and capable of 
meeting the identified needs in the delivery system.  Duplication of efforts and programs 
is avoided. 
 
Altoona City Council appoints the members to the Altoona Housing Authority Board.  The 
Housing Authority Board provides an annual report to City Council on its activities 
including its capital improvements and proposed development initiatives.  There is an 
informative and cooperative relationship between the City of Altoona, its departments, 
and the Altoona public housing authority. 
 
The major strength in the delivery system rests in the fact that the human service 
agencies, housing agencies, and the City of Altoona operate in a small geographic, 
demographic, and socioeconomic environment. As a direct result of this, routine 
communication and coordination are relatively easy to accomplish. 
 
The Department is aware of a few minor gaps in delivery of services in Altoona. These 
gaps are not related to institutional capabilities, but rather in insufficient funding of the 
services. Gaps in the provision of services include a lack of accessible housing for 
disabled individuals and the lack of shelter for single men. The staff and agencies are 
aware of these areas and are working with providers and agencies to develop 
appropriate solutions. 
 
The City of Altoona created the Altoona Housing Authority (AHA), a body independent of 
city government whose members are appointed for staggered terms of office by the 
Mayor with a concurring vote from Altoona City Council.  This organizational relationship 
is determined by Pennsylvania law.   
 
The administrative activities of the agency are determined in accordance with 
Pennsylvania law and agency policy, including hiring, contracting and procurement.  The 
relationships between the Altoona Housing Authority and the City of Altoona can be 
delineated by contract for specific projects.  The City and the Housing Authority 
cooperate in providing police protection to the housing projects and provide funding 
assistance for specific housing projects. The City also reviews and concurs on capital 
improvements conducted by the AHA and provides annual inspections on rental units 
under the City’s rental inspection program. The construction of new developments or the 
demolition or disposition of existing developments is within the exclusive purview of the 
Housing Authority, although the authority consults routinely with the City of Altoona on 
these matters. 
 
A major gap in the delivery system that surfaced in recent years was the discovery of a 
fifty (50) year-old contract between the City of Altoona and the Altoona Housing 
Authority.  The contract inadequately addressed ownership, maintenance and operation 
responsibilities in the partnership for Pleasant Village Housing Development.  The issue 
has been resolved to the satisfaction of both parties. 
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G. Monitoring 
 
The City has been engaged in continuous programmatic monitoring for several years. 
This format of monitoring combines several tried-and-true methods of ensuring the 
entitlement funds are spent within regulatory limits. The Department staff engages in 
monthly meetings to review the status of the program as a whole as well as each 
individual project. Problems are identified and a plan of action formulate to correct any 
matters requiring such action.  
 
In addition to these regular reviews, the City requires purchase orders prior to the 
payment of any invoice – a double check to prevent the spending of funds in an 
inappropriate manner. Each invoice is reviewed by at least three people in the 
Department before it is paid, and if an inconsistency is detected, payment is withheld 
until it is rectified. All invoices submitted must be accompanied by backup 
documentation so the staff is able to ascertain whether the funds requested are for 
legitimate purposes.  
 
In addition to the above review, staff conducts annual site visits to monitor specific 
subgrantees or projects along with quarterly reports submitted by the subgrantees. The 
Planning and Community Development staff conducts monitoring site visits to all CDBG, 
ESG and HOME subrecipients.  These subrecipients are informed in writing before the 
visit takes place informing them of the areas that will be reviewed.  During the review, 
the areas monitored are project eligibility, project progress, project documentation such 
as low/moderate income compliance of clients and job creation, regulatory compliance 
such as procurement procedures, and Davis Bacon Wage compliance, where appropriate. 
Also reviewed are financial management and audit submissions. 
 
The City of Altoona also undergoes an annual audit to ensure compliance with federal 
and state regulations, local practice, as well as established accounting practices. Issues 
discovered in the audit are presented to the Department, which then responds with 
appropriate steps to address the finding. 
 

H. Priority Needs Analysis and Strategies 
 
Historically, the City has been focused on three basic priorities. These priorities include 
providing housing assistance, removal and prevention of blight, and economic 
development. The City expects these basic priorities to continue in the coming five-year 
period. Additional attention will be given to two other ranked areas of need as monies 
allow. These areas are infrastructure and human services, which generally have 
alternate funding sources available that the top three priority areas cannot access. 
Finally, consideration will be given to other requests as they may come in and as funding 
allows. The need categories and the likely activities to be conducted under each one are 
summarized below. These are expanded on elsewhere in this document. 
 
1. Priority Need: Housing Assistance 

• Assist those without shelter 
• Assist those in substandard units 
• Assist those providing housing to others 
• Assist those performing mid-cost to high-cost maintenance on a housing unit 
• Construction of new units 
• Administer the programs 
• Other requests (as funding and regulation permit) 
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2. Priority Need: Prevention and Elimination of Blight 

• Immediate removal of structures in imminent danger of collapse 
• Demolish blighted structures 
• Acquire and maintain derelict vacant lots 
• Stabilize and boost neighborhoods 
• Redevelop vacant properties 
• Exercise full authority under the Pennsylvania Urban Redevelopment Act 
• Partner with the private sector to redevelop vacant properties 
• Continue the City’s code enforcement and crime awareness efforts in targeted 

areas 
• Administer the programs 

 
3. Priority Need: Economic Development 

• Continue assistance through the Economic Development Loan Fund Program 
• Keep the City open to entrepreneurial-type business 
• Use the planning function to stimulate residential and commercial development 
• Use the planning function to provide the City with quality research and 

development 
• Encourage a diverse local economy 
• Continue the planning function to identify trends and make Altoona competitive 
• Provide public transportation for the populace to access the job site from the 

home 
• Provide job training and placement 
• Administer the program 
• Other requests (as funding and regulation permit) 

 
4. Ranked Need: Infrastructure (as funding permits) 

• Provide or improve sanitary sewer service to qualifying areas, including the 
separation of the sanitary sewerage from combined sanitary/storm sewers 

• Provide or improve public water service to qualifying areas 
• Provide or improve storm sewer service to qualifying areas 
• Provide or improve transportation access in qualifying areas, including support for 

non-automotive facilities and services 
• Provide or improve recreation areas and passive parks in qualifying areas 
• Administer the projects 
• Other requests that may arise 

 
5. Ranked Need: Services (as funding permits) 

• Recreation opportunities to City youth 
• Recreation opportunities to the City’s elderly population 
• Opportunities for agencies providing supportive services to disadvantaged people. 
• Neighborhood Policing 
• Administer the program 
• Other requests that may arise 

 
Priority Need Rationale 
The City began the process by reviewing the past ten years of the program and 
evaluated which gave the most “bang for the buck.” The housing programs administered 
by the City with HUD funds have had a direct impact on slowing the deterioration of 
scores of properties citywide. During the past 10 years the City has rehabilitated 84 
single family homes and 275 rental units.  The blight removal programs jointly 
administered through the City and the Redevelopment Authority have been so successful 
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that the results are evident in the 2000 US Census.  The total number of housing units 
and the total number of households have both decreased, indicating that a decreasing 
population has not resulted in the usual corresponding increase in the number of vacant 
and deteriorated housing units. Over the past 10 years the City has removed 128 
blighted structures. Our economic development program, jointly administered by the 
City and the local economic development corporation, has proven successful in building 
small business, encouraging entrepreneurial enterprise, and assisting in job creation and 
retention for low to moderate income individuals. The City has issued 48 economic 
development loans which have created 408 low/moderate income jobs. The success of 
these three basic programs is the basis for keeping them at the top of the priority list for 
the next five years. In addition, all public and programmatic comments have failed to 
identify programs which should have a higher priority. 
 
Ranked Need Rationale 
In developing the Ranked Needs, the City reviewed the programs and found that these 
types of programs, while important, did not provide the same intensity of impact for the 
target population. Additionally, many of these programs have alternative sources of 
funding which could be tapped, particularly if HUD funding levels continue a downward 
trend. For these reasons, the infrastructure and human service categories were ranked 
lower. 
 
Obstacles 
Several obstacles have been identified in meeting unmet needs. The first is the 
diminishing pool of monies available to meet the needs identified. Even a level-funded 
entitlement amount from year to year would have a negative impact because they are 
not adjusted for inflation. As these trends continue, the amount of money available and 
the negative impact of inflation to meet the basic needs of the individuals benefiting 
from the programs diminish, thereby reducing the number of beneficiaries. 
 
The second obstacle to meeting unmet needs is the practical effect of the lead-based 
paint and asbestos removal regulations locally. The City recognizes the purpose behind 
these regulations, and agrees these issues need to be addressed. Unfortunately, in this 
area there are few contractors interested in doing the needed testing because there is 
plenty of other work to go around. Those that are willing to do the testing and work 
know they are in a very specialized field locally. Despite this, they also have other 
obligations and are not always able to complete the needful items in a timely manner. 
 
Another obstacle to meeting unmet needs is a local reluctance to accept dollars with 
what the local populace considers to be unacceptable level of regulatory requirements. 
There is a certain amount of pride that is put into this mix that prevents a needy person 
from reaching out for assistance when necessary. 
 
For spot blight removal, an obstacle that frequently arises is the limitation in state law 
that does not allow a city to put occupied structures into the blighted property program. 
This results in a number of severely dilapidated structures throughout Altoona with 
occupants that the program cannot touch outside a regulatory and enforcement arena. 
Generally, the local courts are reluctant to intervene with enforcement, especially when 
those involved are poor. Even if the vacancy requirement were lifted, the one-for-one 
replacement ratio required for occupied structures can pose a financial obstacle, 
especially for multiple family structures. 
 
A final obstacle lies with the City’s economic development loan fund program. The City 
houses many entrepreneurial businesses – it is in effect a large incubator.  A number of 
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small businesses have not been able to take advantage of the benefits the program 
offers because doing so would initiate Davis-Bacon wage rates, putting the resulting 
figure out of reach financially. No way has been found to ease this gap for the small 
businessman. 

 
 
I. Lead-Based Paint  

 
The lead paint that was commonly used in the finishing materials of housing in the past 
is now known to present environmental health hazards. If the materials containing lead 
become airborne and easily inhaled, or if they are soluble and can leach into other 
materials where they can be inadvertently ingested,  they are dangerous.  Lead 
poisoning is a cumulative and not easily reversible condition which can have serious 
health consequences. Small children are vulnerable to lead poisoning because the stage 
of life from fetus to six years of age is the period of rapid growth.    
 
The following tables utilizing HUD methodology, represent an estimate of the extent of 
the hazard in the City.  

 
LEAD-BASED PAINT HAZARDS 

 
RENTER HOUSEHOLDS 

 
 

AGE OF 
UNIT: 

YEAR BUILT 

 
# OF VERY LOW- & 

OTHER LOW-INCOME 
HOUSEHOLDS 

 
PERCENT 

WITH LEAD-
BASED PAINT 

 
ESTIMATED 
WITH LEAD-

BASED PAINT 

 
 

 
MARGIN 

OF 
ERROR 

 
PRE-1940 

 
1,513 

 
X.90= 

 
1,362 

 
X.10= 

 
136 

 
1940-1959 

 
1,709 

 
X.80= 

 
1,367 

 
X.10= 

 
137 

 
1960-1979 

 
1,660 

 
X.62= 

 
1,029 

 
X.10= 

 
103 

 
 

 
Total Renter Households Estimated 

With Lead-Based Paint 

 
3,758 

 
+/- 

 
376 

 
 

OWNER-OCCUPIED HOUSEHOLDS 
 

 
AGE OF 
UNIT: 

YEAR BUILT 

 
# OF VERY LOW- & 

OTHER LOW-
INCOME 

HOUSEHOLDS 

 
PERCENT 

WITH LEAD-
BASED PAINT 

 
ESTIMATED 
WITH LEAD-

BASED PAINT 

 
 

 
MARGIN 

OF 
ERROR 

 
PRE-1940 

 
3,316 

 
X.90= 

 
2,984 

 
X.10= 

 
298 

 
1940-1959 

 
853 

 
X.80= 

 
682 

 
X.10= 

 
68 

 
1960-1979 

 
568 

 
X.62= 

 
352 

 
X.10= 

 
35 

 
 

 
Total Owner-Occupied Households 
Estimated With Lead-Based Paint 

 
4,018 

 
+/- 

 
401 
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It is anticipated that the age of the housing stock alone indicates a lead hazard in 
Altoona.  The new Federal regulations that took effect in September of 2000 establish 
environmental procedures that must be used when rehabilitating a building.  The City of 
Altoona Planning and Community Development Department has integrated lead based 
paint notification, inspection, testing and abatement or interim control procedures into 
all of its housing programs. 
 
The City’s housing rehabilitation program has integrated lead paint remediation into 
every application funded where lead paint has been found. There are no plans to alter 
this approach to lead remediation. The approach includes notification, inspection, 
testing, and remediation procedures concerning lead paint in accordance with federal 
regulation. The average cost of this program is $12,000 per unit. 
 
In addition to the above, the City plans to continue the other two facets of the lead paint 
program. The first is to provide educational materials explaining the dangers of lead 
exposure, particularly in children. The second facet is to ensure the City makes proper 
referrals for health screening and care when lead is discovered in a unit which is being 
rehabilitated with HUD monies. 
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II  Housing 
 
 
A. Housing Needs 

 
There are 20,059 households in the City of Altoona. Of those households, 9,051 (45%) 
are eligible for assistance through the City’s entitlement programs. The specific 
categories are shown in the table below, based on CHAS data: 
 

Income Category Number of Households Percent of Households 
Extremely Low Income 2,579 13% 

Very Low Income 2,788 14% 
Low Income 3,684 18% 

Other Income Levels 11,008 55% 
TOTAL 20,059 100% 

 
As can be seen in this table, the 45% of the households that are program-eligible are 
about equally divided between the three income categories (about 15% each). A more 
detailed discussion will be given below on these categories, however, the fact that the 
income eligible households are about equally distributed throughout the categories 
indicates to the City that the program funding should be distributed in an equitable 
manner. The most equitable manner that has worked historically is a first-come 
application basis. 
 
Rental housing in Altoona makes up about one-third of the total housing units in the 
City. According to the 2000 US Census, 6,840 housing units were classified as rentals. 
This is 34% of the total number of housing units, well below the rate in similar cities in 
Pennsylvania. Of these 6,840 rental units, 2415 receive some type of public assistance. 
The remaining housing units, 66%, are owner-occupied. This produces stability in the 
housing occupancy.  
 
The population of Altoona has been in a decline for the last half century. However the 
rate of decline has been decreasing since 1980. That is to say, that the actual numbers 
of population loss have been flattening out for the past two and one-half decades. 
Therefore, for the purposes of this document, it is assumed the population will remain 
relatively stable with a slight decline through 2010. 
 
The population of people with disabilities is 10,628 (including disabled elderly), 
according to the 2000 Census. This represents 21% of the total population. Without the 
elderly cohort, 15% of the total population is disabled (7,384 persons). 42% of the 
City’s population is “single.” As used here the term “single” includes anyone who is 
widowed, divorced, separated, or never married as those terms are used in the 2000 US 
Census. 
 
Aggressive investments and repairs to public and publicly-subsidized housing by the 
Altoona Housing Authority, Improved Dwellings for Altoona, and the City of Altoona’s 
entitlement program have resulted in this housing being maintained in good condition. 
Waiting lists exist for all types of public and publicly-assisted housing, although the 
numbers can be somewhat misleading. The list is indicative of an interest in such 
housing, but can also be difficult to apply due to a mismatch between people interested 
and units available (i.e. a five-member family may be on the list when only one and two 
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bedroom units are available). Section 8 housing is scattered throughout the City and 
also has a waiting list associated with it. 
 
Several problems have been identified in connection with public and publicly-assisted 
housing, however the staff does not feel these problems are severe. Identified issues 
include security deposits, maintenance, neighborliness, and the fact that quite a number 
of residents are not motivated to find housing. The number and type of housing units is 
another issue that has been identified, and is of higher concern. The three agencies 
involved are aware of this issue, and have just started considering future long-term 
options for rectifying the situation. 
 
There are two issues that will be discussed in a bit more detail below, but warrant 
mention here. The first is cost burden, including its apparent source and outcome. It 
appears from several different data sources and empirical knowledge that a large part of 
the cost burden problem in Altoona is utility rates, with mortgages and rents a 
contributing factor. The ultimate outcome is deteriorated housing stock as those in these 
units cannot well-afford to spend more of their income on simple maintenance and 
upkeep. The second issue is that of overcrowding, particularly for large families. This is a 
result of the historical setup of housing in the City and the fact that what was an 
acceptable living arrangement when it was built is no longer considered as acceptable 
today. These issues will be discussed below. 
 
Three issues were brought to the City’s attention as a result of the housing focus group 
meeting in February, 2005. The first of these is an apparent financing gap for first-time 
homeowners. This gap is most keenly felt in terms of closing costs. There are few 
programs available that can effectively address this gap, including the City’s entitlement 
funds. 
 
The second need discussed by the housing focus group was a lack of rental housing for 
recovering addicts. The agencies providing these services have indicated that finding 
decent rental housing to reintroduce their clients into mainstream society is no small 
task. Concerns by landlords on behavior and liability are the largest hurdles. Funding is 
also an issue to be addressed, but even with adequate funding the problem remains 
until the landlords’ concerns are addressed. The agencies and the City continue to seek 
a solution to this need. 
 
The third issue that came up at the housing focus group meeting was the fact that the 
City’s elderly housing stock is becoming unmarketable as the needs and expectations of 
the boomer generation impact the system. Prospective tenants are looking for 
something a bit more spacious, with a broader scope of services and activities, and are 
waiting longer to move into these units. Both the Housing Authority and IDA have seen 
the market change and are considering options for long-term changes to the properties. 
 
The discussion will now turn to disproportionate need. Disproportionate need exists 
when the percentage of persons in a category of need who are members of a particular 
racial or ethnic group is at least ten percentage points higher than the percentage of 
persons in the category as a whole. The tables below will provide the basis for this 
discussion. 
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Households by Race/Ethnicity and Income Category 
 Total ELI Portion VLI Portion LI Portion 

All Households 19,582 2,740 14.0% 2,950 15.1% 3,825 19.5% 
White 19,101 2,597 13.6% 2,861 15.0% 3,769 19.7% 
Black 320 99 30.9% 54 16.9% 20 6.3% 

Hispanic 68 10 14.7% 12 14.7% 18 26.5% 
Native American 44 22 50.0% 4 9.1% 14 31.8% 

Asian 49 12 24.5% 19 38.8% 4 8.2 
Pacific Islander 0 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 

 
 
Renter Households by Income Category with Housing Problems and Race/Ethnicity 

 Total Problems ELI Problems VLI Problems LI Problems 
All Households 6,590 39.0% 2,740 67.4% 2,950 51.6% 3,825 25.8% 

White 6,296 39.8% 1,917 66.5% 1,569 54.0% 1,177 26.4% 
Black 197 41.1% 75 84.0% 40 50.0% 12 0.0% 

Hispanic 48 45.8% 10 100.0% 12 33.3% 18 44.4% 
Native American 22 63.6% 18 77.8% 0 -- 4 0.0% 

Asian 27 70.4% 8 50.0% 15 100.0% 4 0.0% 
Pacific Islander 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 
 
 
Owner Households by Income Category with Housing Problems and Race/Ethnicity 

 Total Problems ELI Problems VLI Problems LI Problems 
All Households 12,992 16.2% 2,740 77.9% 2,950 48.5% 3,825 5.5% 

White 12,805 17.6% 680 81.0% 1,292 51.2% 2,592 22.4% 
Black 123 6.5% 24 16.7% 14 0.0% 8 0.0% 

Hispanic 20 20.0% 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 
Native American 22 18.2% 4 100.0% 4 0.0% 10 0.0% 

Asian 22 46.9% 4 0.0% 4 100.0% 0 -- 
Pacific Islander 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 

 
These tables indicate the needs based only on race and ethnicity across income 
categories. The “All Households” row is included as a baseline to give perspective on 
Altoona as a whole. In the aggregated need categories shown above, the extremely low 
income category displays the greatest overall disproportionate need in terms of 
racial/ethnic groups represented. This includes 103 renter households and four owner 
households, or a total of 107 households. 
 
Racially, the Hispanic cohort has the greatest need in terms of percentages, with a 72% 
overall disproportionate need shown. The Hispanic needs are all rental needs (there are 
no reported income eligible Hispanic owner households) in the extremely low income and 
low income categories. A total of 18 Hispanic households are included. Blacks have a 
disproportionate need only in the extremely low income rental category (63 households). 
Other needs shown include very low income Asians in both the owner and renter 
categories (19 households), and extremely low income native American renters (18 
households). 
 
The greatest need in terms of actual number of households is white low income owners. 
This need encompasses 581 households across the city. This can likely be attributed to 
the aging population of the city and the young families starting out. The subcategories 
will be discussed next, using the following tables a basis. 
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Rental Households 
Racial/Ethnic Status with Family Type by 

Income Group with Housing Problems 
 Type Total Problem ELI Problem VLI Problem LI Problem 

Elderly 1,444 36.8% 495 53.5% 549 38.6% 195 20.5% 
Family 2,625 41.0% 675 79.1% 561 61.1% 575 29.7% 

White 

Other 2,227 40.2% 747 63.6% 459 63.6% 407 24.6% 
Elderly 16 25.0% 4 0.0% 8 50.0% 0 -- 
Family 79 40.5 28 100.0% 12 0.0% 0 -- 

Black 

Other 102 41.1% 75 84.0% 40 35.0% 12 0.0% 
Elderly 4 0.0% 0 -- 4 0.0% 0 -- 
Family 44 50.0% 10 100.0% 8 50.0% 18 44.4% 

Hispanic 

Other 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 
Elderly -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Family -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Native 
American 

Other -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Elderly -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Family -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Asian 

Other -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Elderly -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Family -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Pacific 
Islander 

Other -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
 
 

Owner Households 
Racial/Ethnic Status with Family Type by 

Income Group with Housing Problems 
 Type Total Problem ELI Problem VLI Problem LI Problem 

Elderly 3,974 19.8% 335 67.5% 786 42.7% 1,187 13.7% 
Family 7,139 14.7% 204 92.2% 349 66.8% 1,119 27.6% 

White 

Other 1,692 24.9% 141 97.2% 157 58.6% 286 38.1% 
Elderly 10 0.0% 0 -- 10 0.0% 0 -- 
Family 79 10.1% 4 100.0% 4 0.0% 8 0.0% 

Black 

Other 34 0.0% 20 0.0% 0 -- 0 -- 
Elderly 4 0.0% 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 
Family 12 33.3% 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 

Hispanic 

Other 4 0.0% 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 
Elderly -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Family -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Native 
American 

Other -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Elderly -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Family -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Asian 

Other -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Elderly -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Family -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Pacific 
Islander 

Other -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
 

Similar to the aggregated tables, the breakout continues to uphold that the most 
disproportionate needs are in the extremely low income category. For renters, the need 
is across the board – every racial category with extremely low income renters has a 
disproportionate need with the exception of the black elderly. The needs of black elderly 
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renters are greater for those in the very low income category, which is shared with all 
very low income white renters except the white elderly. No disproportionate need is 
shown for any renters in the low income category 
 
Owners are in greater need than renters in terms of the disproportionate need definition. 
All income categories of white owners show such a need with the exception of low 
income elderly. No other racial category shows a disproportionate need except 
extremely low income black families. The vast majority of homeowners are not income 
eligible for the entitlement program. Indeed, 67.8% of minority owner households have 
incomes above the 80% MFI cut-off for program eligibility, as are 64.4% of white owner 
households. 
 
A brief note is in order for the statistics involved in the above five tables. The minority 
population of Altoona is about 2400 people. With numbers this small, simple statistical 
operations such as those in the table can produce numbers that magnify issues out of 
proportion. The city does not deny that these problems exist, however it is important to 
keep in mind that, for example, while a reading of 50% of black elderly renters in the 
very low income category seems high, it is, in reality, just four households. Similar 
issues exist throughout the tables. Indeed, the final two tables are broken down so far 
and the minority population is so low that the data could not be published so that 
individual identities could be protected. 

 
 
B. Priority Housing Needs  
 

1. Explanation of Funding Priorities: 
 
Priority Needs and Funding Priorities: The process for developing the Consolidated 
Plan requires the applicant to identify its needs as they relate to the fundable 
services for CDBG, HOME, ESG and HOPWA. Then the process requires that “priority 
needs” be identified.  And finally, the HUD process requires the applicant to develop 
a strategic plan that will demonstrate how the “priority needs” will be addressed. 
Priority needs do not always become funding priorities. HUD provides this basic 
guidance in determining priorities for funding: 
 
o High Funding Priority: The jurisdiction plans to use funds made available for 

activities that address this need during the next five years. 
 
o Medium Funding Priority: If funds are available, activities to address this 

need may be funded by the locality during the next five years.  The locality will 
take other actions to help this group locate other sources of funds. 

 
o Low Funding Priority: The jurisdiction does not plan to use funds made 

available for activities to address this need during the next five years.  The 
jurisdiction will consider certifications of consistency for other entities’ 
applications for Federal Assistance. 

 
o No Such Need: The jurisdiction finds there is no need, or that the need is 

already adequately addressed. There need not be funding where no need exists. 
 

There can be discrepancies between a priority need and the City’s priority for 
funding.  For example, in 2000 the homeless survey in this Plan indicates emergency 
shelter beds are not a priority need because some of them are empty at times.  This 
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does not mean that this service should not be funded.  Wisdom dictated that a good 
strategy for the City to follow would be to fund homeless prevention and emergency 
shelter projects at the level of need in order to avoid having a population of street 
people. The providers in Altoona are meeting the Emergency Shelter need.  
Emergency shelters were therefore recommended to be a High Priority for funding 
with the City’s ESG monies. 
 
Not all components of the strategic plan require the City to identify priority needs. 
 
 

2. Categories of Persons Affected  
There are four categories of persons within each income bracket that are called out 
for analysis. These categories are elderly, small families, large families, and other 
households. These categories of households are further dissected by households 
where the householder(s) rent(s) and households where the householder(s) own(s) 
the property in which the household resides. The categories are defined as follows: 
 
• Elderly households are defined as households having one or two members (family 

or non-family) with a head of household or a spouse age 62 years or older. 
 
• Small family households are comprised of two to four related family members. All 

members are related by blood, marriage, or adoption. 
 
• Large family households are comprised of five or more related family members. 

Like the small family households, all members are related by blood, marriage, or 
adoption. 

 
• The last category is “other households” and is a catch-all for everything 

remaining. It includes households where the household does not qualify for an 
elderly household based on the age requirement and the people residing in the 
household are single, or living together but are not related by blood, marriage, or 
adoption. 

 
The income categories below are the federal categories of income for the entitlement 
programs administered by the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
Within each income category, an overall discussion of the category is followed by 
specific discussions of renters within the category followed by a similar discussion on 
owners within the category. The section concludes with some brief factoid-style data 
aggregations and the Housing Needs Table based on the former CHAS Table 1C. 
 
Extremely Low Income (Less than 30% of Median Family Income) 
In Altoona, a family of four making less than $14,550 would be considered to be in 
the extremely low income category for purposes of the City’s entitlement program. 
Under this definition, there are 2,579 extremely low income households in the City of 
Altoona. This is 13.5% of the total number of households in Altoona. Of the 
households in this category, 76.0% are classified as renters, with the remainder 
owning their homes. 
 
Renters in this category have reported housing problems. According to the CHAS 
data, 67.4% of these households have some type of housing problem. 66.4% are 
paying more than 30% of their incomes for housing needs and just over half are 
paying half their income to meet these needs. 
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Owners in this category are worse off than renters. The CHAS data indicates that 
77.9% of these households have a housing problem. It appears from the data that 
these problems are related to cost burden as 77.9% are paying more than 30% of 
their incomes for housing needs and 57.4% need over half their income to meet their 
housing needs. 
 
ELI Elderly Households 
In 2000, extremely low income elderly households accounted for 14.8% of all elderly 
households in the City. The elderly made up 30.2% of all extremely low income 
households citywide. 
 
Renters in this subcategory were 9.4% of all elderly households in the City, and 
25.2% of all extremely low income renter households. 52.0% of all rental households 
in this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data 
that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 52.0% of all 
rental households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income 
for housing needs, and 41.7% were paying more than half of their income for 
housing. 
 
Owners in this subcategory made up 5.4% of all elderly households in the City, and 
46.1% of all extremely low income owner households. 67.5% of all owner 
households in this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the 
CHAS data that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 
67.5% of all owner households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of 
their income for housing needs, and 39.9% were paying more than half of their 
income for housing. 
 
ELI Small Family Households 
In 2000, extremely low income small family households accounted for 8.7% of all 
small family households in the City. Small families made up 28.4% of all extremely 
low income households citywide. 
 
Renters in this subcategory were 6.8% of all small family households in the City, and 
29.5% of all extremely low income renter households. 79.5% of all rental households 
in this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data 
that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 79.5% of all 
rental households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income 
for housing needs, and 62.2% were paying more than half of their income for 
housing. 
 
Owners in this subcategory made up 1.8% of all small family households in the City, 
and 25.1% of all extremely low income owner households. 92.3% of all owner 
households in this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the 
CHAS data that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 
92.3% of owner households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their 
income for housing needs, and 78.2% were paying more than half of their income for 
housing. 
 
ELI Large Family Households 
In 2000, extremely low income large family households accounted for 9.0% of all 
large family households in the City. The large families made up 5.0% of all extremely 
low income households citywide. 
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Renters in this subcategory were 7.3% of all large family households in the City, and 
5.4% of all extremely low income renter households. 84.9% of all rental households 
in this subcategory have reported housing problems. From the CHAS data a large 
majority of these problems were cost-related, however nearly one-quarter of those 
reporting housing problems did not have cost burden issues. Given the size of these 
families and the average number of rooms in the typical Altoona house, many of 
these others may be experiencing overcrowding (more than 1.1 people per room). 
66.0% of all rental households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of 
their income for housing needs, and 45.3% were paying more than half of their 
income for housing. 
 
Owners in this subcategory were 1.7% of all large family households in the City, and 
3.9% of all extremely low income owner households. 83.3% of all owner households 
in this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data 
that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 83.3% of all 
owner households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income 
for housing needs, and 66.7% were paying more than half of their income for 
housing. 
 
All Other ELI Households 
In 2000, the remaining extremely low income households accounted for 23.5% of all 
such households in the City. These households made up 36.3% of all extremely low 
income households citywide. 
 
Renters in this subcategory were 19.7% of all these households in the City, and 
39.9% of all extremely low income renter households. 65.7% of all rental households 
in this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data 
that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 65.7% of all 
rental households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income 
for housing needs, and 48.0% were paying more than half of their income for 
housing. 
 
Owners in this subcategory made up 3.9% of all these households in the City, and 
24.8% of all extremely low income owner households. 81.8% of all owner 
households in this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the 
CHAS data that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 
81.8% of owner households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their 
income for housing needs, and 67.5% were paying more than half of their income for 
housing. 
 
Very Low Income (Between 30% and 50% of Median Family Income) 
In Altoona, a family of four making less than $24,250 would be considered to be in 
the very low income category for purposes of the City’s entitlement program. Under 
this definition, there are 2,788 very low income households in the City of Altoona. 
This is 14.6% of the total number of households in Altoona. Of the households in this 
category, 55.5% are classified as renters, with the remainder owning their homes. 
 
According to the CHAS data, 51.6% of very low income rental households have some 
type of housing problem. half are paying more than 30% of their incomes for 
housing needs and 9.7% are paying over half their income to meet these needs. 
 
Owners in this category are about in the same condition as renters. The CHAS data 
indicates that 48.5% of these households have a housing problem. It appears from 
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the data that these problems are related to cost burden as 48.2% are paying more 
than 30% of their incomes for housing needs and 22.2% need over half their income 
to meet their housing needs. 
 
VLI Elderly Households 
In 2000, very low income elderly households accounted for 24.6% of all elderly 
households in the City. The elderly made up 46.4% of all very low income 
households citywide. 
 
Renters in this subcategory were 10.2% of all elderly households in the City, and 
34.7% of all very low income renter households. 35.2% of all rental households in 
this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data 
that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 35.2% of all 
rental households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income 
for housing needs, and 6.3% were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
 
Owners in this subcategory made up 14.4% of all elderly households in the City, and 
61.2% of all very low income owner households. 40.5% of all owner households in 
this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data 
that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 40.5% of all 
owner households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income 
for housing needs, and 17.9% were paying more than half of their income for 
housing. 
 
VLI Small Family Households 
In 2000, very low income small family households accounted for 8.9% of all small 
family households in the City. Small families made up 27.1% of all very low income 
households citywide. 
 
Renters in this subcategory were 6.0% of all small family households in the City, and 
32.6% of all very low income renter households. 58.6% of all rental households in 
this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data 
that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 57.0% of all 
rental households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income 
for housing needs, and 10.9% were paying more than half of their income for 
housing. 
 
Owners in this subcategory made up 3.0% of all small family households in the City, 
and 9.0% of all very low income owner households. 55.8% of all owner households 
in this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data 
that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 55.8% of owner 
households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income for 
housing needs, and 26.3% were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
 
VLI Large Family Households 
In 2000, very low income large family households accounted for 11.8% of all large 
family households in the City. The large families made up 6.1% of all very low 
income households citywide. 
 
Renters in this subcategory were 5.4% of all large family households in the City, and 
5.0% of all very low income renter households. 74.4% of all rental households in this 
subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data that 
these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 74.4% of all rental 
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households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income for 
housing needs, and 5.1% were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
 
Owners in this subcategory were 6.4% of all large family households in the City, and 
7.5% of all very low income owner households. 80.6% of all owner households in 
this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data 
that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 76.3% of all 
owner households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income 
for housing needs, and 36.6% were paying more than half of their income for 
housing. As was mentioned previously, the difference between these percentages is 
likely due to the size of the family and the average number of rooms in a typical 
Altoona house. 
 
All Other VLI Households 
In 2000, the remaining very low income households accounted for 14.2% of all such 
households in the City. These households made up 20.3% of all very low income 
households citywide. 
 
Renters in this subcategory were 10.8% of all these households in the City, and 
27.7% of all extremely low income renter households. 59.9% of all rental households 
in this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data 
that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 55.7% of all 
rental households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income 
for housing needs, and 13.3% were paying more than half of their income for 
housing. 
 
Owners in this subcategory made up 3.4% of all these households in the City, and 
11.1% of all very low income owner households. 57.7% of all owner households in 
this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data 
that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 57.7% of owner 
households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income for 
housing needs, and 28.5% were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
 
Low Income (Between 50% and 80% of Median Family Income) 
In Altoona, a family of four making less than $38,800 would be considered to be in 
the low income category for purposes of the City’s entitlement program. Under this 
definition, there are 3,684 low income households in the City of Altoona. This is 
19.2% of the total number of households in Altoona. Of the households in this 
category, 32.1% are classified as renters, with the remainder owning their homes. 
 
According to the CHAS data, 25.8% of the low income rental households have some 
type of housing problem. 22.3% are paying more than 30% of their incomes for 
housing needs and 1.5% are paying half their income to meet these needs. 
 
Owners in this category are slightly better off than renters. The CHAS data indicates 
that 20.7% of these households have a housing problem. It appears from the data 
that these problems are related to cost burden as 20.3% are paying more than 30% 
of their incomes for housing needs and 4.3% need over half their income to meet 
their housing needs. 
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LI Elderly Households 
In 2000, low income elderly households accounted for 25.1% of all elderly 
households in the City. The elderly made up 35.9% of all low income households 
citywide. 
 
Renters in this subcategory were 3.2% of all elderly households in the City, and 
4.6% of all low income renter households. 23.7% of all rental households in this 
subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data that 
these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 23.7% of all rental 
households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income for 
housing needs, and none were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
 
Owners in this subcategory made up 21.9% of all elderly households in the City, and 
31.3% of all low income owner households. 12.0% of all owner households in this 
subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data that 
these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 12.0% of all owner 
households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income for 
housing needs, and 2.1% were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
 
LI Small Family Households 
In 2000, low income small family households accounted for 17.0% of all small family 
households in the City. Small families made up 39.1% of all low income households 
citywide. 
 
Renters in this subcategory were 6.0% of all small family households in the City, and 
42.7% of all low income renter households. 29.1% of all rental households in this 
subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data that 
these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 25.3% of all rental 
households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income for 
housing needs, and 2.0% were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
 
Owners in this subcategory made up 11.1% of all small family households in the 
City, and 37.4% of all low income owner households. 26.6% of all owner households 
in this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data 
that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 26.2% of owner 
households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income for 
housing needs, and 6.1% were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
 
LI Large Family Households 
In 2000, low income large family households accounted for 27.7% of all large family 
households in the City. The large families made up 6.7% of all low income 
households citywide. 
 
Renters in this subcategory were 9.6% of all large family households in the City, and 
7.3% of all low income renter households. 30.2% of all rental households in this 
subcategory have reported housing problems. From the CHAS data a large majority 
of these problems were cost-related, however nearly one-quarter of those reporting 
housing problems did not have cost burden issues. Given the size of these families 
and the average number of rooms in the typical Altoona house, many of these others 
may be experiencing overcrowding (more than 1.1 people per room). 20.9% of all 
rental households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income 
for housing needs, and 4.7% were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
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Owners in this subcategory were 18.1% of all large family households in the City, 
and 6.5% of all low income owner households. 24.7% of all owner households in this 
subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data that 
these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 19.8% of all owner 
households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income for 
housing needs, and none were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
 
All Other LI Households 
In 2000, the remaining low income households accounted for 10.6% of all such 
households in the City. These households made up 18.3% of all low income 
households citywide. 
 
Renters in this subcategory were 10.6% of all these households in the City, and 
35.7% of all low income renter households. 21.8% of all rental households in this 
subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data that 
these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 18.5% of all rental 
households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income for 
housing needs, and 0.9% were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
 
Owners in this subcategory made up 6.3% of all these households in the City, and 
6.8% of all low income owner households. 36.5% of all owner households in this 
subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data that 
these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 36.5% of owner 
households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income for 
housing needs, and 10.3% were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
 
Ineligible Incomes (More than 80% of Median Family Income) 
In Altoona, a family of four making more than $38,800 would be considered to be 
outside the low income categories for purposes of the City’s entitlement program. 
Under this definition, there are 10,093 ineligible income households in the City of 
Altoona. This is 52.7% of the total number of households in Altoona. Of the 
households in this category, 16.9% are classified as renters, with the remainder 
owning their homes. 
 
According to the CHAS data, 4.1% of the ineligible ineligible rental households have 
some type of housing problem. 2.5% are paying more than 30% of their incomes for 
housing needs and none are paying half their income to meet these needs. 
 
Owners in this category are slightly worse off than renters. The CHAS data indicates 
that 5.5% of these households have a housing problem. It appears from the data 
that these problems are related to cost burden as 4.7% are paying more than 30% 
of their incomes for housing needs and 0.1% need over half their income to meet 
their housing needs. 
 
II Elderly Households 
In 2000, ineligible income elderly households accounted for 35.5% of all elderly 
households in the City. The elderly made up 18.5% of all ineligible income 
households citywide. 
 
Renters in this subcategory were 3.6% of all elderly households in the City, and 
11.3% of all ineligible income renter households. 7.3% of all rental households in 
this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data 
that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 7.3% of all 
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rental households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income 
for housing needs, and none were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
 
Owners in this subcategory made up 31.9% of all elderly households in the City, and 
20.0% of all ineligible income owner households. 3.5% of all owner households in 
this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data 
that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 3.5% of all 
owner households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income 
for housing needs, and none were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
 
II Small Family Households 
In 2000, ineligible income small family households accounted for 65.4% of all small 
family households in the City. Small families made up 54.8% of all ineligible income 
households citywide. 
 
Renters in this subcategory were 8.4% of all small family households in the City, and 
41.7% of all ineligible income renter households. 0.6% of all rental households in 
this subcategory have reported housing problems. An assumption based on the data 
and empirical knowledge of the City would indicate these problems are likely 
overcrowding. This cannot be definitively determined, however. None of the rental 
households in this subcategory were cost burdened. 
 
Owners in this subcategory made up 57.0% of all small family households in the 
City, and 47.7% of all ineligible income owner households. 4.7% of all owner 
households in this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the 
CHAS data that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 4.5% 
of owner households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income 
for housing needs, and 0.2% were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
This is the only subcategory of ineligible income households that had households cost 
burdened over 50%. 
 
II Large Family Households 
In 2000, ineligible income large family households accounted for 62.0% of all large 
family households in the City. The large families made up 8.9% of all ineligible 
income households citywide. 
 
Renters in this subcategory were 10.7% of all large family households in the City, 
and 1.5% of all ineligible income renter households. 14.3% of all rental households 
in this subcategory have reported housing problems. From the CHAS data a large 
majority of these problems were cost-related, however nearly one-quarter of those 
reporting housing problems did not have cost burden issues. Given the size of these 
families and the average number of rooms in the typical Altoona house, many of 
these others may be experiencing overcrowding (more than 1.1 people per room). 
6.5% of all rental households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of 
their income for housing needs, and none were paying more than half of their 
income for housing. 
 
Owners in this subcategory were 51.3% of all large family households in the City, 
and 7.3% of all ineligible income owner households. 13.5% of all owner households 
in this subcategory have reported housing problems. From the CHAS data a large 
majority of these problems were cost-related, however nearly one-quarter of those 
reporting housing problems did not have cost burden issues. Given the size of these 
families and the average number of rooms in the typical Altoona house, many of 
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these others may be experiencing overcrowding (more than 1.1 people per room). 
6.3% of all owner households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of 
their income for housing needs, and none were paying more than half of their 
income for housing. 
 
All Other II Households 
In 2000, the remaining ineligible income households accounted for 45.3% of all such 
households in the City. These households made up 17.8% of all ineligible income 
households citywide. 
 
Renters in this subcategory were 16.2% of all these households in the City, and 
37.9% of all ineligible income renter households. 4.5% of all rental households in 
this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data 
that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 2.9% of all 
rental households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income 
for housing needs, and none were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
 
Owners in this subcategory made up 29.0% of all these households in the City, and 
13.8% of all ineligible income owner households. 7.1% of all owner households in 
this subcategory have reported housing problems. It appears from the CHAS data 
that these housing problems consist primarily of cost burden issues. 6.2% of owner 
households in this subcategory were paying more than 30% of their income for 
housing needs, and none were paying more than half of their income for housing. 
 

3. Summary of Categorical Data 
 
A brief look at the aggregated categories discussed in detail above reveals the 
following generalities: 
 
Eligible Income Households 
25.6% of the eligible income renter households are elderly 
33.8% of the eligible income renter households are in small families 
  5.8%  of the eligible income renter households are in large families 
34.8% of the eligible income renter households are otherwise categorized 
 
Ineligible Income Households 
50.3% of the eligible income owner households are elderly 
30.8% of the eligible income owner households are small families 
  6.4% of the eligible income owner households are large families 
12.5% of the eligible income owner households are otherwise categorized 
 
Occupancy 
32.1% of the eligible income households are classified as renter 
67.9% of the eligible income households are classified as owner 
16.9% of the ineligible income households are classified as renter 
83.1% of the ineligible income households are classified as owner 
33.4% of all households citywide are classified as renter 
66.6% of all households citywide are classified as owner 
 
Cost Burden 
22.9% of all households citywide are cost burdened 
  9.9% of all households citywide are severely cost burdened 
43.6% of the eligible income households are cost burdened 
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20.9% of the eligible income households are severely cost burdened 
  4.3% of the ineligible income households are cost burdened 
  0.1% of the ineligible income households are severely cost burdened 
37.6% of all rental households are cost burdened 
18.1% of all rental households are severely cost burdened 
16.1% of all owner households are cost burdened 
  5.9% of all owner households are severely cost burdened 
 
Households by Income Category 
13.5% of all households are in the Extremely Low Income category 
14.6% of all households are in the Very Low Income category 
19.2% of all households are in the Low Income category 
52.7% of all households are income ineligible 
 

4. Limitations of Targeting 
The Housing Needs Table identifies specific segments of the community that have 
housing problems.  The responsibility of housing providers is to develop housing 
opportunities that meet the needs of that population.  For example when a landlord 
accepts assistance for rehabilitating several apartment units he also agrees to accept 
only those tenants that meet certain income guidelines, and he agrees to rent price 
guidelines. These records are monitored. However, it is impossible to predict the 
income category of the tenants who may later occupy a unit. The City program is set 
up to allow any income eligible individual or household to apply for assistance; 
likewise any income eligible individual or household looking for a rental unit is able to 
receive the benefits of the program. The City’s Comprehensive Plan, adopted in 
August 2000, encourages targeting distressed neighborhoods to encourage 
homeownership and the rehabilitation of older buildings. The City does this in other 
aspects of the program and other means, but does not withhold assistance from any 
income eligible entity if monies are available. 
 
The Housing Needs Table on the following page presents the data discussed above in 
a concise format. 
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    Housing Needs Table      
Name of Jurisdiction: Source of Data: Data Current as of: 

Altoona(CDBG), Pennsylvania CHAS Data Book 2000 

  Renters Owners   
Elderly 

Small 
Related 

Large 
Related All Total Elderly 

Small 
Related 

Large 
Related All Total Total 

1 & 2 (2 to 4) 
(5 or 

more) Other Renters 1 & 2 (2 to 4) (5 or more) Other Owners Households 

member     Households   member     Households     

households         households           Household by Type, Income, & 
Housing Problem (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) (F) (G) (H) (I) (J) (L) 

1. Household Income <=50% 
MFI 1,031 1,082 184 1,211 3,508 1,044 407 117 291 1,859 5,367 
2. Household Income <=30% 
MFI 494 577 106 782 1,959 286 156 24 154 620 2,579 

3. % with any housing problems 52 79.5 84.9 65.7 67.4 67.5 92.3 83.3 81.8 77.9 69.9 

4. % Cost Burden >30% 52 79.5 66 65.7 66.4 67.5 92.3 83.3 81.8 77.9 69.1 

5. % Cost Burden >50%  41.7 62.2 45.3 48 50.4 39.9 78.2 66.7 67.5 57.4 52.1 
6. Household Income >30% to 
<=50% MFI 537 505 78 429 1,549 758 251 93 137 1,239 2,788 

7. % with any housing problems 35.2 58.6 74.4 59.9 51.6 40.5 55.8 80.6 57.7 48.5 50.3 

8. % Cost Burden >30% 35.2 57 74.4 55.7 50 40.5 55.8 76.3 57.7 48.2 49.2 

9. % Cost Burden >50%  6.3 10.9 5.1 13.3 9.7 17.9 26.3 36.6 28.5 22.2 15.2 
10. Household Income >50 to 
<=80% MFI 169 505 86 422 1,182 1,152 936 162 252 2,502 3,684 

11. % with any housing problems 23.7 29.1 30.2 21.8 25.8 12 26.6 24.7 36.5 20.7 22.4 

12.% Cost Burden >30% 23.7 25.3 20.9 18.5 22.3 12 26.2 19.8 36.5 20.3 20.9 

13. % Cost Burden >50%  0 2 4.7 0.9 1.5 2.1 6.1 0 10.3 4.3 3.4 
14. Household Income >80% 
MFI 192 711 154 646 1,703 1,677 4,817 741 1,155 8,390 10,093 

15. % with any housing problems 7.3 0.6 14.3 4.5 4.1 3.5 4.7 13.5 7.1 5.5 5.3 

16.% Cost Burden >30% 7.3 0 6.5 2.9 2.5 3.5 4.5 6.3 6.2 4.7 4.3 

17. % Cost Burden >50% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.2 0 0 0.1 0.1 

18. Total Households 1,392 2,298 424 2,279 6,393 3,873 6,160 1,020 1,698 12,751 19,144 

19. % with any housing problems 35.9 39.4 46.2 39.1 39 18 12.3 23 22.3 16.2 23.8 

20. % Cost Burden >30 35.9 38.1 36.8 37.3 37.2 18 12.1 16.7 21.7 15.5 22.8 

21. % Cost Burden >50 17.2 18.5 13.2 19.1 18.1 7.1 4.1 4.9 10 5.9 9.9 
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5. Priority Housing Needs: 
 
Based on the above discussion, the following are identified as priority housing needs. 
Priority housing needs are based on the data provided, and do not necessarily 
represent spending priorities. 
 
Reduce Cost Burden 
The most prevalent issue in the discussion above is the cost burdens shown by the 
data. In nearly every subcategory, the percentage of the population experiencing 
housing problems matches the percentage of the same population experiencing a cost 
burden in relation to housing. This is a two-edged sword: on the positive side, it 
shows that Altoona does not have many physical housing problems, but the negative 
side shows that even given Altoona’s relative position in affordability statewide, our 
income-eligible households continue to face housing bills out of proportion with total 
income. It would appear that a large part of the cost burden is utility bills. This is due 
to the fact that many of the cost burdened households are elderly and have likely paid 
off their mortgages. As was previously mentioned, Altoona is affordable and 
mortgages and/or rents, while a contributing factor, are not likely to be the primary 
culprit. 
 
Deferred Maintenance 
Given the cost burden issue, the concern of deferred maintenance must also be 
raised. By spending so much income on housing needs and other basic life needs, 
very little is left for basic maintenance and upkeep on the housing. This will result in a 
slow deterioration over a period of several years or decades throughout Altoona. It 
has been a major thrust of the City’s housing program to provide rehabilitation 
assistance to both homeowners and landlords to keep the properties in decent 
condition. Where a person is simply unable to pay the loan provided through the 
program, the City forgives the amount in full after five years if the building is 
occupied by income-eligible households for the full five year period. 
 
Inadequate Number of Large Houses for Large Families 
The other major issue for housing problems is overcrowding for large families. The 
typical Altoona house simply cannot accommodate the large families with a resident-
to-room ratio of 1.1. Some of this concern is simply an application of a statistical cut-
off line drawn in the sand interacting with the local housing stock. Most large families 
in Altoona accept that the larger family size in a typical Altoona house will result in 
multiple people in rooms. This is also socially accepted in the City. There are very few 
instances where there is a physical overcrowding producing unsafe or unsanitary 
conditions. This all being said, after three-quarters of a century of converting the 
larger housing stock into apartments, it is time to reconvert some into single family 
units for these larger families. The zoning change in 2003 was a step in that direction. 

 
 
C. Housing Market Analysis 

 
The City of Altoona has a tight but stable overall housing market. Some housing issues 
were brought out by the housing focus group that both affect the market and result from 
the current market condition. Those are discussed in other parts of this document and 
will not be reiterated here. This section will focus primarily on the market itself (supply 
and demand, condition, cost, and availability), assisted units (targeting, total numbers, 
and expected losses), and the projected use of funds as a result of this analysis (rental 
units, new units, rehabilitated units, and the acquisition of units. 
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1. The Housing Market Itself 

According to the 2000 Census, there were 21,681 housing units in the City of Altoona. 
Of these, 1,622 (7.5%) were vacant. This is a healthy overall vacancy rate, as it falls 
between the five and eight percent generally promoted as acceptable. Closer analysis 
reveals a bit of a disparity, however. Among owner-occupied units, the vacancy rate 
is an extremely low 1.4% indicating a possible need for additional owner-occupied 
housing. On the rental side, however, the vacancy rate is a somewhat high 9.7%, 
indicating that the rental market may be saturated. 
 
It is interesting to note that a complaint received by the city outside of the 
Consolidated Planning process is that there is not enough housing choice in Altoona. 
In other words, people are no longer satisfied with the three or four housing types 
prevalent in Altoona. The most prevalent is single family detached housing, followed 
by single family attached housing. Other options are generally available only to a 
specific population, such as the elderly. This issue has been raised more often in the 
past year, indicating a growing demand for alternative housing types throughout 
Altoona. 
 
Demand has historically held steady in the latter half of the Twentieth Century, 
however in the final decade, demand for city housing spiked to three times the 
normal amount. This is measured by the length of tenancy indicated in the census 
data. Also, as the population has decreased, the number of housing units has also 
decreased, keeping stability in the market. 
 
Over half of the housing stock in Altoona was built before World War II. About 10% 
per decade was constructed through the 1980 census, with the final two decades of 
the Century posting a modest 3¼% rate. Housing age is often used as an indicator of 
condition, with the assumption that the newer the house, the better the condition. 
Much of Altoona is frame construction, and the pre- World War II stock, when 
maintained, holds better condition and value than the post-World War II stock. 
Unfortunately, much of the older stock is the rental stock, and is not maintained to 
such a level. 
 
About 2% of the occupied housing units were reported as overcrowded. The definition 
of overcrowded, as used in the data, is a housing unit with more that 1.1 occupant 
per room. Much of the overcrowding occurs within the large family (more than 4 
related people) category, and is a result of the definition and the way the typical 
Altoona house was constructed. The city staff does not receive complaints about 
overcrowding, and the large families, while they technically are overcrowded by 
definition, appear content. A brief note on the historical occupancy of the typical 
Altoona house is in order. During the late 1800’s and early 1900’s at the peak of the 
rail industry, many of these four and five room houses housed three and four 
generations of the same family, or served as rotating room and board for railroad 
workers on different shifts. The resulting ratios would have been much higher than 
what we have today. 
 
Physically, the housing stock in the city is generally in excellent condition. The City, 
through its blighted property program, tore down 128 structures over the past ten 
years, which is less than half a percent of the total number. Additionally, the 2000 
census shows that nearly all of the housing in Altoona has adequate plumbing 
facilities (99.8%), adequate kitchen facilities (99.7%), and telephone service 
(98.7%). Just 34 units lack adequate plumbing, 63 units lack adequate kitchen 
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facilities, and 259 units do not have telephone service. Overall, by accepted 
standards, Altoona has good housing stock. 
 
The cost of housing is a concern to a study such as this. As of the 2000 census, the 
median housing value in Altoona was $58,000. This is an increase of over $26,000 
since 1990 – nearly half the current value was gained in the past decade. But value 
alone is meaningless without corresponding income data. In terms of affordability, 
$58,000 house on a $10,000 salary is vastly different from a $58,000 house on a 
$80,000 salary. Cost burden – the amount of income needed to cover the costs of 
basic housing needs – is discussed in more detail elsewhere, however generally 
renters have a greater cost burden that owners. When a household needs more than 
30% of its income for basic housing costs, there is cause for concern. In 2000, 40.6% 
of the rental households were paying more than 30% of the household income for 
basic housing needs, compared with 18.0% of owner households. 
 
The median housing value, as mentioned above, was $58,000 in 2000. The average 
homeowner with a mortgage was paying $683 per month for basic housing needs. 
The average owner without a mortgage was paying $270 a month – mostly in 
utilities, with taxes and insurance also contributing. This makes the average monthly 
mortgage payment in Altoona $413 a month (this does not include taxes and 
insurance even if included in the mortgage payment). In contrast, the average renter 
pays $381 per month in rent. No utility information for renters was found, but the 
difference between the average mortgage payment and the average monthly rent is 
just $32 per month. 
 
 

2. Publicly-Assisted Units 
A discussion of the publicly-assisted units in Altoona is called for by the governing 
regulations. While called for in conjunction with the market analysis, the city as 
integrated the discussion of these units with the section on the needs of public 
housing, below. 
 

3. Impact of the Market on the Use of Funds 
The housing stock in Altoona is well aged. As such units that become vacant and fall 
into a state of disrepair are more susceptible to blighting conditions. The City and the 
Redevelopment Authority have an aggressive program utilizing federal funds to stay 
ahead of the blighting influences that occur in a city of Altoona’s age. Much of this is 
taken care of through the spot blight provisions under the Pennsylvania Urban 
Redevelopment Law of 1945 as implemented through the City’s blighted property 
program. The program has enjoyed great success over the past decade, removing 
128 blighted structures in ten years. 
 
Because of the high demand and low availability of housing units, the City also 
emphasizes the rehabilitation of housing units in order to keep them in the housing 
market to meet the demand. Where housing is beyond repair, the structure is razed 
and the land turned over to private interests for productive reuse. The rehabilitation 
program is available to homeowners and landlords for income eligible occupants. A 
special program is targeted to the residents of the Central Altoona Neighborhood 
Revitalization Strategy Area. 
 
The City of Altoona has made vacant lots available to private individuals and 
organizations such as Habitat for Humanity for construction of new housing units.  
Approximately three dozen units have been constructed throughout the City through 
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this program in the past decade. Additionally, the City has provided funding to the 
Altoona Housing Authority and Improved Dwellings for Altoona (CHDO) for the 
construction of new units as well as the rehabilitation of rental units. Due to the 
success of these programs, the City plans to continue them through the next five 
years. 
 
 

D. Specific Housing Objectives  
 

1. Altoona Housing Strategy and Objectives: 
HIGH FUNDING PRIORITIES: 
 
• Conduct a rental rehabilitation program to meet the needs of low income renters. 

(City) 
 
• Conduct a rehabilitation program to meet the needs of low income homeowners. 

(City) 
 
• Renovation of assisted housing units. (IDA-CDC, Housing Authority and City) 

     
 
MEDIUM FUNDING PRIORITIES:  
 
• Acquisition and rehabilitation of existing structures and construction of new units 

for resale in homeownership program for low income families. (IDA-CDC, Habitat 
for Humanity, Housing Authority and City) 

 
• Conduct first-time homebuyer programs for low income families that include 

budget counseling, down payment assistance, and closing cost assistance. 
(Housing Authority, City, Housing Opportunities) 

 
LOW FUNDING PRIORITIES: 
 
• “End of life-cycle”, maintenance and improvements for 536 Public Housing units 

over a five year period, as scheduled by the Altoona Housing Authority in its Five 
year Plan. (Housing Authority)  

 
• Develop mixed funding proposals to encourage new housing construction in 

Altoona for low-moderate to middle income families. Projects can also address 
infrastructure additions and improvements. (City et.al.) 

 
2. Five-Year Housing Objectives 

o The City will continue to assist in the maintenance of the of 
existing public and publicly assisted high quality housing 
units owned and operated by the Altoona Housing Authority 
and Improved Dwellings for Altoona. 

 
Altoona Housing Authority   536 units 
Improved Dwellings for Altoona  572 units 

 
Funds: Federal 

City of Altoona (HOME) $ 4,515,000. 
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o Homebuyer programs for low income households that include 
budget counseling and training. 

 
Housing Opportunities of Blair County Inc. 
Blair County Community Action Agency 
 
Funds: Blair County Affordable Housing Trust Fund  

Neighborhood Assistance Program 
Private contribution Fee income $ 323,800. 
 

o Acquisition and rehabilitation of existing structures and 
construction of new units for resale in homeownership 
program for low income families. 

 
Improved Dwellings for Altoona 
Altoona Housing Authority 
Habitat for Humanity of Blair County 
 
Funds: State   

City of Altoona (HOME) 
IDA-CDC revolving funds 
Blair County Affordable Housing Trust Fund $716,500. 
 

o Conduct a rental rehabilitation program to continue to 
provide affordable housing units for low income renters. 

 
Funds: City of Altoona (HOME) 

Private contribution $ 1,500,000. 
 

o Provide a housing rehabilitation program to meet the needs 
of low income homeowners. 

 
Funds: City of Altoona (CDBG) 

Program income $ 2,500,000. 
 
o Seek the opportunity to develop funding proposals to 

encourage new housing and rehabilitation in Altoona for low 
to middle income families.  Projects can also address 
infrastructure, additions and improvements.  Private funds 
should be leveraged to participate in the financing for the 
construction of new units. 

 
Funds: City of Altoona 

Private Sector $ Unknown 
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E. Needs of Public Housing 
 

1. Public and Assisted Housing Needs: 
 

Altoona's assisted housing program is not very old.  With the exception of early 
veteran's temporary housing (now demolished) constructed at the end of WW II, the 
oldest publicly assisted housing is just over 30 years of age.  The majority of the 
publicly assisted housing is owned and operated by the Altoona Housing Authority and 
Improved Dwellings for Altoona (IDA). Other private organizations control four 
projects of very recent vintage. "Special Needs" housing is usually operated by 
human service and health agencies. 
 
There are 1,585 publicly assisted housing units in Altoona, which is about 6.9% of all 
the housing units in the City.  There are 970 Section 8 rental units in the City, which 
constitutes about 4.3% of all the occupied rental units (including the public assisted 
housing projects). 
 
Housing Sites: The assisted housing is geographically dispersed across Altoona.  
There is no burdensome concentration of public housing in a particular segment of the 
City.  The largest concentration is the elderly housing located in the Central Business 
District.  The even distribution of assisted housing has resulted in an easier 
integration of these units with the surrounding neighborhoods.    
 
The Altoona assisted housing facilities constitute an excellent inventory of housing 
stock.  There is no need for HUD HOPE funds to demolish public housing. The existing 
high rise units were constructed for the elderly and are in excellent shape. The 
Altoona Housing Authority is considered a "high performance" public housing agency 
by the Housing and Urban Development Department, and IDA has been serving the 
City and the County for over 30 years.  IDA also provides the only Community 
Housing Development Organization (CHDO) operating in Altoona.   
 
There is a high level of cooperation among the Altoona Housing Authority, IDA, and 
the Community Planning & Development Department which together offer a wide 
array of housing services for the City.  In the past the separate funding streams for 
housing allowed each agency to pursue its own objectives.  Today, the funding 
streams encourage collaboration to make the maximum use of scarce resources. 
Interagency contracting is common.  
 
 
Effective Maintenance Programs: There are over 1,500 units of publicly assisted 
housing in Altoona.  The Altoona Housing Authority is currently updating its five-year 
plan which includes a detailed list of its maintenance plans. These plans demonstrate 
an "end-of-life-cycle" replacement and improvement schedule that responsibly 
maintains the existing units.  Neither organization is chasing a deteriorated public 
housing problem although IDA, has recently completed renovating and restoring 159 
units at Evergreen Manor, the oldest public assisted housing project in the City. IDA is 
also pursuing funding for renovations for the Taylor, The Fairview, Walnut Place, and 
Towne Place. 
 
IDA reports that some of the contractual obligations of the older assisted housing 
units place severe limitations on the ability to develop adequate maintenance 
reserves. This results in the units gradually sliding toward functional obsolescence 
and then requiring major financial reinvestments to restore.  Evergreen Manor is 
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indicative of this problem.  The Altoona Housing Authority reported that developing a 
well-financed maintenance program was not a problem for the public sector.  Both 
agencies were hopeful that as the HOPE projects were phased out by HUD, that this 
issue affecting the not-for-profit assisted housing providers could be addressed.  
 
All of the publicly assisted housing organizations; public, not-for-profit and private, 
are supplying clean, well-maintained affordable housing for the low to moderate 
income families and elderly. 
 
Adequate Supply for Elderly: Consultations with the Altoona Housing Authority and 
IDA revealed there was an adequate supply of assisted housing units for the elderly.  
Both agencies are experiencing some vacancy problems for efficiency units serving 
this category of client.  The Housing Authority reported that they often go through 
their waiting list twice in one year, offering interested parties the units they 
requested, only to have the parties decide they do not wish to relocate now, or 
perhaps they do not like the location of the units offered.  Both The Authority and IDA 
have reported converting efficiency units into one bedroom units in order to make 
them more marketable. 
 
Waiting Lists: There are 907 Section 8 rental units in the City, which comprise 4.3% 
of all the occupied rental units in the City (including public housing units).  A joint 
review of the Section 8 waiting lists with the Public Housing Authority and IDA 
revealed that the lists reinforced the CHAS data which identified a need for assisted 
rental units for small families. The housing Authority reported that the waiting time 
for an offer of a Section 8 certificate was less than a year. Both agencies felt that the 
waiting lists provided limited insight into the demand for housing because of their 
duplication.  IDA maintains a waiting list for each site, and the Housing Authority 
maintains a single list for all of its sites, and a list for Section 8 assistance. Both 
agencies will maintain a person on the waiting list, at their request, despite repeated 
refusals to accept units.  
 
The agencies agreed that the availability of inexpensive private rental units in Altoona 
provided some competition for the Section 8 and public housing programs.  While 
many of the private apartments may be substandard and not offer the amenities of 
public housing, they do not have the rules that apply for public housing living. 
 
The City of Altoona initiated a Rental Inspection Program which inspects all rental 
units in a three year cycle. Both public and private units are inspected. The purpose 
of the program is to insure all rental units meet the repair requirements of the 
International Property Maintenance Code.  
 
Both the Housing Authority and IDA concurred with the need for additional assistance 
for small family low income rental housing. 
 
Supply for Disabled: IDA and the Authority also felt there was a problem with the 
supply of units able to meet the needs of the disabled and suggested the need to 
develop some single story affordable units specifically designed to meet this need. 
The Housing Authority maintains at least 5% of its units designed for the 
handicapped, and IDA also has 25 such units available. In 2005 the Altoona Housing 
Authority began construction of six units for physically handicapped clients at Pleasant 
Village. CDBG funds are assisting with this project. The Housing Authority is currently 
updating it's five-year plan and IDA is planning to pursue funding through the IDA 
Community Development Corporation to better serve the disabled.  
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Home Ownership: Both housing organizations emphasized the need to create home 
ownership opportunities in Altoona as central to maintaining viable neighborhoods.   
 
Both agencies discussed the need for a more comprehensive approach to 
neighborhood revitalization, suggesting that efforts are needed to leverage private 
investment that is encouraged by the public investment.   
 
Social Service Integration: The Altoona Housing Authority is stepping up its efforts to 
integrate programs into its management that are geared to providing coordination 
between its clients and the available social services.  Service Coordinators to provide 
assistance to public housing residents, day care services, and other collaborative 
efforts with the social service community have been funded as part of the Authority's 
plans.  IDA is providing the physical facilities for the local mental health providers to 
meet the demand for special needs housing for those receiving mental health care. 
This facility will have supportive services available to its clients. 
 
The City Planning and Community Development Department and the two housing 
agencies discussed the need for developing a common data base, updated annually, 
on the housing activities of the City. This will create a routine monitoring system for 
reporting and coordinating purposes.  
 
Anticipated Loss of Units:  Neither the Housing Authority nor IDA anticipated the loss 
of Section 8 certificates or publicly assisted housing units, except those efficiency 
units being converted to one bedroom units.  Both agencies are pursuing maintaining 
some site specific Section 8 certificates that are scheduled to expire in a few years.  It 
is also not anticipated that private owners of assisted housing will convert their units 
to market rentals.  
 
 

F. Public Housing Strategy 
 

The Housing Authority is not designated as “troubled” by HUD. The public housing 
agency’s strategies to serve the needs of extremely low-income, low-income and 
moderate-income families  is by providing support services for residents and  
partnerships with community agencies.  The Housing Authority holds resident advisory 
meetings and quarterly meetings with residents. 
 
The Altoona Housing Authority offers GED classes, literacy programs and an annual 
neighborhood health and safety day, and is committed to encourage tenants to 
participate in programs and services designed to have a positive impact upon 
independency and to enhance their quality of life.  The Healthy for Life Program promotes 
health awareness and onsite screening and educational workshops. Other programs 
offered provide support services for residents through partnerships with community 
agencies.  Blair Senior Services, Inc. provides an elderly service coordinator, Child 
Advocates of Blair County assists with the Head Start Program for child care, Blair County 
Community Action supports the Self Sufficiency Program which currently has 28 
participants, and the Altoona Area School District provides an after school program. 
 
The public housing agency’s strategy for addressing the revitalization and restoration 
needs of public housing project has been identified through a study that was completed 
by Gwin, Dobson & Foreman, Inc., consulting engineers. 
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The City of Altoona and the Altoona Housing Authority signed a cooperation agreement to 
assist in creating up to 100 housing units for low to moderate income persons at the 
discretion of the Authority.  The HOME Choice program is designed to provide an 
affordable opportunity for low and moderate-income families to purchase a home.  This 
program allows families who need time to prepare for the financial responsibilities of 
home ownership to obtain a lease with option to purchase agreement.  The Housing 
authority acquired 60 single family homes throughout Altoona and rehabilitated each 
home.  Also, the Authority developed 12 new construction homes on vacant lots 
throughout the city.  Of the 72 units available for home ownership, 66 units have been 
filled with homeowners, 5 units are occupied but tenants are not ready for 
homeownership and 1 is vacant. 
 
The housing assistance to low income families is provided through two main programs, 
Public Housing and the Section 8 Home Choice Program.  The Housing Authority owns 
and manages 536 apartments and 917 families through the Section 8 Home Choice 
Voucher Program.  The needs are still overwhelming with a waiting list of 643 
households. 
 
Much consideration is given to those persons on the waiting list  For example, on the 
application they are asked what accommodations are necessary to meet their needs; and 
during an applicant interview process, the housing authority staff assist with completing 
application for those who may have difficulty reading, writing or understanding terms and 
conditions.    They also provide an easy-to-understand form with guidelines for better 
understanding of terminology to assist them through the application process. 
 
 

G. Barriers to Affordable Housing 
 
During the course of the previous Consolidated Plan (2000-2005), the City passed a 
number of measures that had an impact on removing affordable housing barriers. The 
first of these was the passage of the Altoona Planning Code, which was a comprehensive 
rewrite of all the ordinances dealing with the development of land within the City. At 
about the same time, the state implemented a statewide building code, which leveled the 
playing field for development. Also, in the past five years, the City has been 
systematically shifting the property tax burden off of buildings and onto the land itself – a 
measure designed to encourage landowners to develop properties and keep them 
maintained. Also in the past five years, the City passed a mandatory rental inspection 
program, which ensures the livability of residential rental units in Altoona. 
 
One could argue that the cumulative effect of these codes would actually increase the 
price of housing in the City. This may be. However, the average cost of a house in 
Altoona in 1999 was in the mid $50,000 range, and the average rent in the mid $400 
range. These are both on the low side, allowing for some modest increase in cost for a 
larger increase in quality. 
 
Three potential barriers have been brought to the City’s attention. The first is a lack of 
housing choice. Altoona is predominately a single family detached housing community, 
with very few exceptions. The housing focus group pointed out that demand for this style 
of housing is on the decline in favor of townhouses, condominiums, and multiple family 
housing. The local economic development corporation has pointed out that several 
national site selection committees have passed over Altoona because of the homogeneity 
of the housing stock. Because of this historical reliance on detached single family 
housing, cheaper options are limited for those seeking housing. 
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The second barrier is the codification of the homogeneity into local zoning. The current 
zoning structure has been in place since at least 1963. It consists of five residential 
zones, three of which allow only single family detached dwellings. One other allows 
duplexes, but nothing more, and the final allows most types. The passage of the Altoona 
Planning Code eliminated the multiple family housing options that were available in every 
zoning district since 1928, and added a fifth residential district specifically designed to 
limit housing options in the Juniata section of the City. 
 
The final barrier to affordable housing is a financing gap for first-time homebuyers. Even 
with the cheap housing prices in Altoona, first-time homebuyers are having difficulty with 
closing costs. Some attempts have been made by the private sector to address the issue, 
but the demand for these services is outstripping the supply available. 
 
The barriers can be addressed, but will take time – likely decades – to have a significant 
impact. The issue of homogeneity in housing stock can be addressed through regulatory 
changes and by supplying alternatives when redeveloping a particular site or 
neighborhood. Many of these sites are small – they formerly contained single family 
detached houses – and need to be accumulated before they can be used to provide 
housing alternatives. Zoning changes also take time, not only for the required 
development and review period for amendments, but also for the public to accept the 
ideas being presented. 
 
The issue of the financing gap becomes more difficult. The American Dream 
Downpayment Initiative, if available for Altoona, could alleviate some of this gap. 
However once the City uses its federal funds to assist, the lead-based paint requirements 
apply. The cost associated with abatement will oftentimes put the total cost of the house 
beyond reach of the average purchaser. The City could assist by increasing awareness of 
the issue and encouraging the private sector to bolster its efforts to overcome the gap 
that currently exists. 

 
 
H. American Dream Downpayment Initiative 
 

One of the needs identified by the housing focus group in February, 2005 was a need to 
close a financing gap relative to closing costs for first-time homebuyers. The city program 
is not set up to cover these costs on a routine basis, and the use of entitlement funds in 
this way would trigger lead paint regulations, making such assistance more costly than 
the benefit it would provide. Should the federal government at any time over the next 
five years determine that the City of Altoona is eligible for the American Dream 
Downpayment Initiative program, the City would participate in the program by 
enumerating its intents, beneficiaries, funding levels, and proposed program structure in 
the next subsequent Action Plan. 
 
Generally, it would be the City’s intent to utilize such funds to assist eligible first-time 
homebuyers with the financing gap that closing costs often produce – at times 
unexpectedly – for the purchaser. Details of the program would be worked out in 
accordance with applicable law and regulation to meet the needs of the populace if and 
when the City becomes eligible. 
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III  Special Needs and Homelessness 
 
 
A. Specific Special Needs Objectives 

 
The City of Altoona does not have the organizational structure and resources to deliver 
human services, and the City’s Comprehensive Plan indicates it will continue to rely on 
and cooperate with the County Human Services Organizations to provide these services.  
The city provides financial assistance for the homeless human services programs 
primarily through the Emergency Shelter Grant Program.  Home Nursing Agency and 
Skills of Central PA receive grants for operating costs to run their emergency shelters and 
transitional housing projects.  Blair Senior Services and Home Nursing Agency’s HIV 
Project receives funding for homeless prevention programs.  The Emergency Shelter 
Project, Inc. agency runs an emergency shelter for families, assisted with funding from 
the Emergency Shelter Grant funds, and Family Services of Blair County receives funding 
to operate their domestic abuse and run-a-way teen projects.  The City hopes to continue 
to support the human service agencies, through the Emergency Shelter Grant Fund, in an 
effort to aid them in delivering necessary services to the special needs population. 
 
The public and private human services and housing agencies serving Altoona and Blair 
County consciously and conscientiously collaborate in their delivery system.  The Blair 
County Health and Welfare Council provides the more formal forum for these human 
services agencies to network, share information, update each other on program changes, 
and generally collaborate on how to best serve their constituents.  This county-wide 
network is a proactive effort that provides the all-inclusive leadership for collaboration 
and coordination of services.  The housing agencies and Community Action Agencies are 
members of this Council.  The City of Altoona participates in the Blair County Human 
Services Council. 

 
 
B. Non-Homeless Special Needs Analysis 

 
The best estimate for the number of persons in various sub populations that have a 
potential for acquiring housing or supportive services can only be gleaned from the US 
Census and other relevant data.   
 
A mailing of 18 surveys with a 44% return indicated the following non-homeless special 
needs, as prioritized.  There was no differentiation between housing needs and 
supportive service needs. 
 
Elderly – Medium 
Frail Elderly – Medium 
Persons w/severe mental illness – High 
Developmentally disabled – Low 
Physically disabled – Medium 
Alcohol/other drug addicted – High 
Persons w/HIV/AIDS and their families - Low 
 
1. Elderly and Frail Elderly:  

The elderly are a major portion of the population, (9507, 60-85+), comprising the 
largest special needs group in Altoona.   The US Census indicates that 5.20% (9,507) 
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of the city’s population is over the age of 60.  It is unknown what percentage of this 
population in the future will require housing or supportive services. 
 
Since the health of this population is the mitigating factor that determines the need 
for health care or other supportive services, it is important that the City have readily 
available social services for this potential future clientele.  Currently, elderly in need 
of housing or supportive services are referred to Blair Senior Services and assigned a 
case manager if appropriate, or directed to other social service agencies and housing 
authorities.  This is usually done at the time of discharge from a hospital or 
institution.  The Altoona Hospital, as part of discharge procedures, will make 
arrangements for housing in nursing homes, rehab hospitals, etc. 
 

2. Persons with Disabilities:   
Physical 
The 2000 US Census data shows that approximately 20% of the city’s population is 
disabled, taking into consideration sensory and/or physically.  Physically disabled 
individuals require modified living space and the removal of physical barriers.  The 
Center for Independent Living utilized the City’s Home Access Grant in modifying 
existing homes for the physically disabled.  Also, the Altoona Housing Authority is 
constructing 6 handicapped accessible units to their Pleasant Village Housing 
Complex.  
 
An obstacle is the lack of affordable accessible housing for the physically disabled. 
The age of the housing stock limits this housing availability because housing built 
more than thirty years ago tended to contain elevated entrances and multiple stories, 
which are not compatible with physical disabilities. 
 
Mental/Developmentally 
There are 84 individuals in the Mental Health/Mental Retardation and Drug and 
Alcohol system currently not homeless but in need of services which are provided by 
the Social Service agencies.  The number of people not in the system is currently 
unknown. 
 
Persons with severe mental illness and the developmentally disabled in need of 
housing and housing supportive services are referred to personal care homes. Also, 
human services agencies make arrangements with a number of mental health housing 
facilities that are available. Home Nursing Agency’s Tartaglia House is a transitional 
Personal Care facility; Skills of Central PA operates Tyler Hall, which is also 
transitional housing.  Improved Dwellings for Altoona operates the Union Avenue 
Apartments, permanent housing for people with mental illness.   Several agencies 
provide scattered site housing options throughout the city. 
 
Persons with Alcohol/Drug Addictions 
In terms of alcohol and drug addiction, substance abuse has become a higher priority 
recently. Pyramid Healthcare in Altoona operates a three-month drug and alcohol 
rehabilitation program for dually diagnosed persons, providing counseling and 
supportive services.  The Altoona Hospital operates a substance abuse treatment 
program, and the Salvation Army is also available for shelter and rehabilitation 
programs.   
 
An obstacle is the lack of available housing for recovering substance abuse addicts. 
This is due to a discriminatory attitude on the part of a number of landlords. There is 
a need for housing for individuals attempting to reemerge into society through 
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reentry plans.  The Blair County MH/MR office is currently examining the possibility of 
securing vouchers as a method of providing housing opportunities to this population. 
 
Persons with HIV/AIDS and their families 
Figures for the number of persons with HIV/AIDS living in Altoona are not available.  
Home Nursing Agency’s Homeless Prevention Project provides rent and utility 
assistance to HIV/AIDS clients, utilizing the city’s Emergency Shelter Grant Funds. 
They intend to serve 15 individuals this year who are housed, but in danger of 
becoming homeless.  There is a need for single room occupancy housing and other 
support services for this population. 
 
Other special supportive housing needs have been identified by local focus groups and 
questionnaires.   These include single room occupancy housing for single adult males, 
and employment and housing for people with addictions reentering the labor force 
and society from either prison or drug and alcohol centers.   
 
The Blair County Community Agency and Family Services, Inc. are collaborating on 
the development of a single room occupancy housing project.  In addition to being an 
identified housing need, this service has become more significant with the recent 
destruction of an SRO facility.  A potential location for a new facility has been 
identified and the city is working with the agencies to obtain funding. 
 
The City does not intend to use HOME Funds or any other tenant based rental 
assistance to assist the above mentioned sub-populations. 
 
To summarize, services for homeless population and special need non-homeless 
population categories overlap.  By participating in the State’s Continuum of Care, all 
of the  Blair County human service agencies work together, networking and making 
referrals to address the needs of both, whether they are homeless or not. 

 
 
C. Homelessness in Altoona 

 
The City of Altoona recognized that the small size of the City made it ineffective in 
addressing homelessness in a productive manner. In Pennsylvania the human service 
agencies are organized at a County and multi-county level. This organizational structure 
is much more effective at delivering human services and has expertise that cannot be 
effectively provided by the City. 
  
As a result, the City of Altoona joined a multi-county organizational structure called the 
Central Harrisburg Regional Homeless Advisory Board to devise approaches to effectively 
dealing with this issue. Shortly after this Regional Board was formed the Governor of 
Pennsylvania appointed a statewide Housing Cabinet to also serve as the Pennsylvania 
Interagency Council on Homelessness. In June of 2004 this Council approved the ten 
year Plan to End Homelessness in Pennsylvania. The "People First Housing Workgroup" 
was formed as a subcommittee of the Housing Cabinet to oversee this ten year plan. 
 
The first report of the Central Harrisburg Regional Homeless Advisory Board, which also 
incorporates information on the state wide effort and the results of Altoona's cooperative 
efforts is enclosed. The development of a Continuum of Care to address homeless issues 
is being formulated on a statewide basis. However Altoona's early participation in the 
Central Harrisburg Regional Homeless Advisory Board resulted in two homeless projects 
being funded to serve the homeless in Altoona. Continued coordination through the 
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regional effort will result in a more unified approach to homeless problems on a more 
manageable level.  
 
The Central Harrisburg Regional Homeless Advisory Board consists of municipal 
representatives from the geographic region and a representative from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Community and Economic Development. The major responsibility of this 
advisory board is to develop a regional Continuum of Care (CoC) to address 
homelessness, and to: 
o formulate and monitor goals and action steps to address homelessness 
o identify and analyze unmet needs 
o determine regional priorities for programs 
o review and rank all regional projects 

 
In 2003 and 2004 the Central Harrisburg Regional Homeless Advisory Board conducted a 
"point-in-time" homelessness survey to estimate the needs.  
 
The Central Harrisburg Regional Homeless Advisory Board is developing the goals and 
system for addressing chronic homelessness and a viable Continuum of Care. These are 
four components for addressing Chronic Homeless Strategy and Goals.  
o Past Performance 

-Specific Actions taken during the past year to end homelessness 
-The impact of those actions on the number of chronic homelessness 
-Barriers to ending chronic homelessness 

o Current Chronic Homeless Strategy 
- to prevent homelessness 
- to obtain permanent and supportive housing for the chronic homeless 
- provide service to persons at risk of becoming homeless 

o Describe Future Goals and Action Steps 
- Ten Year Plan 
- Prevent Homelessness 
- increase permanent affordable housing 
- promote and support local responses to homelessness 
- replicate successful outreach and housing service for the homeless 
- provide supportive service to meet the needs of the homeless 

o Coordinate with the PA Steering Committee to end Homelessness  
 

The attached report also provides a summary of the regional accomplishments and 
specific action steps taken to address other homeless issues. This includes the 
development of five additional goals and action steps to address homelessness. 
 
The attached report also addresses various Pennsylvania discharge planning policies to 
prevent homelessness (pages 14-16). It also describes the fundamental Continuum of 
Care Activities to prevent Homelessness.  
 
Exhibit 1 of the study contains a Continuum of Care Survey and Gaps Analysis..  In 
addition, the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development is 
currently creating a Homeless Management Information System to better measure the 
effect and impact of the homeless issue. This computer reporting program is anticipated 
to be completed in December 2005. 
 
Continuum of Care Project Priorities: This section describes the project selection criteria 
and the projects selected for funding in Pennsylvania in the year 2004. Two projects that 
directly serve the City of Altoona Were funded: 
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Blair County Community Action Agency 
 Transitional Housing Program  funded for 3 years   $531,438 
 Supportive Services Program  funded for 3 years   $313,889 
 

The City of Altoona will continue to participate in the Continuum of Care effort organized 
to address homeless issues in Pennsylvania.    

 
 
D. Continuum of Care 

 
As mentioned above, the City has joined with the Central Harrisburg Region of 
Pennsylvania for the administration and monitoring of continuum of care services in the 
City. The following is a verbatim excerpt from their 2004 plan. 
 

Central Harrisburg Region of Pennsylvania – Continuum of Care - 2004 

1. Accomplishments 
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has made extraordinary strides this year in 
addressing homelessness on both the policy and program levels.  Following an intensive 
week at the HUD Policy Academy in May 2003, the PA team worked with other members 
of the PA Steering Committee on Homelessness to refine the Plan to End Homelessness in 
Pennsylvania.  The Steering Committee was expanded to include representation from the 
state’s 15 entitlement communities and from the newly established Governor’s Office of 
Housing and Community Revitalization (OHCR), which then assumed a leadership role in 
obtaining approval of the Plan.  OHCR held meetings with representatives of key state 
agencies to discuss the Plan and related activities.  At the request of the Executive 
Director of the OHCR, Governor Rendell appointed his Housing Cabinet to serve as the 
Pennsylvania Interagency Council on Homelessness.  At its first meeting on June 28, 
2004, the Cabinet, acting as the Interagency Council, approved the vision, guiding 
principles and priorities comprising the Plan to End Homelessness.  One of the four 
priorities of the adopted Plan is to develop a Ten-Year Plan to End Chronic Homelessness. 
 
On the program level, the State and the four Regions have focused on strategies for 
ending chronic homelessness, including those to prevent homelessness and to increase 
the availability of permanent supportive housing.  These efforts include pilot projects to 
prevent homelessness among individuals with disabilities leaving state and local 
correctional institutions; 5 new state funded PATH projects targeting the chronically 
homeless; a pilot project to suspend rather than terminate Medical Assistance benefits for 
persons incarcerated; a pilot planning effort to prevent homelessness among people 
leaving state mental hospitals; and expanded technical assistance to Local Housing 
Option Teams (LHOTs). 
 
On the Regional level, three new Local Housing Options Teams (LHOTs) were established 
in Franklin, Lebanon and Northumberland Counties in the Central-Harrisburg Region.  
Two planned and submitted projects to submit for SHP funding this year.  Home Nursing 
Agency in Altoona, Blair County began providing permanent supportive housing for 10 
homeless adults between the ages of 18 and 25 who have serious mental illness.  Blair 
County MH/MR/D&A was selected as one of five counties in the state to receive PATH 
funding for a “Housing First” program.  They plan to hire a consumer to participate in the 
outreach and engagement component of the program.  Muncy State Correctional 
Institution in Lycoming County participated in planning for the Forensic Pilot Project, a 
discharge planning initiative to provide housing for individuals leaving State Correctional 
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Institutions.  Lebanon County MH participates on the Wernersville State Hospital Service 
Area Planning Team which is conducting a demonstration state hospital discharge 
planning process for replication statewide. 
 
2. Planning Process and Strategy Development 

a. Identify the lead entity for the CoC planning process. 
 
The lead entity for the Central-Harrisburg Regional Continuum of Care is the PA 
Steering Committee on Homelessness (SC), a group that evolved from the 
Pennsylvania Regional Homeless Assistance Process (RHAP).  The RHAP was 
initiated in 1996 to cover Pennsylvania’s 52 rural counties that comprised the 
“balance of the state.”  The process began with the formation of the RHAP 
Steering Committee, with representation from the key state agencies providing 
homeless services and assistance including:  the Department of Community and 
Economic Development; the Department of Public Welfare’s Office of Social 
Programs and Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services; the 
Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency, and the Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs.  In keeping with the Continuum of Care philosophy, the SC 
formed four separate regional Continuums of Care for the 52 participating 
counties: Northeast, Southwest, Northwest, and Central-Harrisburg.  Each region 
formed a Regional Homeless Advisory Board (RHAB) composed of 10-15 
representatives of local entities involved in housing and homeless services. 
 
Between 2000 and 2004, the Steering Committee was expanded to include:  the 
RHAB Chairs of all four regions, the DCED Regional Directors, the PA Rural 
Development Council, the Center for Rural Pennsylvania, the PA Dept of Health, 
Division of HIV/AIDS, the PA Departments of Corrections, Labor and Industry, the 
Office of Children, Youth and Families, the Philadelphia Region Representative to 
the Interagency Council on Homelessness, and the Deputy Executive Director of 
the Governor’s Office of Housing and Community Revitalization. 

 
Two important changes occurred in 2004 that affected the role and scope of the 
Steering Committee.   
(1) An Entitlement Committee was established to bring the other 15 counties into 

the state process.   This Committee meets regularly to discuss issues of 
interest.  The Committee Chair was appointed as a member of the SC, which 
changed its named to the PA Steering Committee on Homelessness to reflect 
its expanded role.  The Steering Committee now represents urban and 
suburban as well as rural communities and small cities. 

(2) In May 2003, a team of nine state and local officials from Pennsylvania 
attended the HUD Policy Academy in Chicago on “Improving Access to 
Mainstream Services for People Experiencing Chronic Homelessness”. The 
most significant outcome of that meeting was a recommendation to Governor 
Rendell to designate an Interagency Council on Homelessness to include high 
level representation from key state agencies.  Indeed the Governor appointed 
the newly formed Housing Cabinet to serve as the Pennsylvania Interagency 
Council on Homelessness.  At its first meeting on June 28, 2004 the Cabinet 
approved the Plan to End Homelessness as formulated by the Policy Academy 
Team and refined by the Steering Committee.  It also established a 
subcommittee of the Housing Cabinet, the People First Housing Work Group, to 
oversee the Ten-Year Plan including a strategy to prevent homelessness. 
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Based on this history, the specific roles of the PA Steering Committee on 
Homelessness are: 
• To serve as the working arm to the PA Interagency Council on Homelessness:  

The Steering Committee will serve as the working arm to the PA Interagency 
Council on Homelessness, working closely with the People First Housing Work 
Group to develop and implement the goals and action steps for the Plan to End 
Homelessness. 

• To formulate policy and share information: The SC recommends policy that 
affects the activities of all CoC’s.  This includes the formulation of a plan to end 
chronic homelessness in 10 years as well as policies to improve discharge 
planning, increase coordination among state agencies, and improve utilization 
of mainstream resources to assist the homeless.  This information is shared 
with the Central-Harrisburg RHAB through the participation of its Chair on the 
Steering Committee. 

• To review and develop procedures for the Continuum of Care application 
process:  The Steering Committee develops a uniform schedule, forms, 
procedures, and rating criteria for the ranking of projects in the four regions.  
Upon release of the 2004 NOFA, the Steering Committee reviewed the changes 
in HUD’s regulations and application requirements to determine the need for 
modifications to the regional processes.  The Steering Committee reviewed the 
questions and charts required in the Exhibit 1 and developed a strategy to 
obtain the necessary data.  Special attention was given to the development of 
the Chronic Homelessness Strategy and Discharge Planning.  It also approved 
changes in the application review process for 2004. 

• To facilitate the collection of data on homelessness: The SC facilitates 
statewide Point in Time Surveys as needed to determine resources and unmet 
needs.  A Point in Time Survey was conducted in the four regions on the night 
of January 15, 2004, including a pilot unsheltered count in Lawrence County.  
The Homeless Assistance Program (HAP) County Contacts, the individuals in 
each county responsible for administering State homeless funding, coordinated 
the Point in Time Survey in each county to assure maximum participation.  
Next year, the SC will oversee a statewide Point in Time Survey the last week 
of January 2005 that covers the four regions as well as the 15 entitlement 
communities. The Steering Committee, with the Department of Community 
and Economic Development as the lead, is also involved in the planning and 
implementation of an HMIS for the four regional CoC’s and any entitlement 
community that chooses to participate.  DCED was the applicant for funds, it 
will provide matching funds, it will host the system on its computer network, 
and it will coordinate training and utilization requirements. 

• To direct and provide technical assistance to the regional Continuums of Care 
and project applicants.  The Steering Committee retains the consulting firm of 
Diana T. Myers and Associates, Inc. to work with each RHAB to prepare their 
Continuum of Care application.  The consultant also provides training and 
technical assistance including on-site training, review and comment on draft 
project applications, and other assistance to individual project applicants. 
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b. Describe your community’s CoC planing process, demonstrating one well-
coordinated process in place with no overlapping or duplicative efforts. 
 
Participants 
The Central-Harrisburg (CH) Region CoC is part of a tightly knit fabric of state and 
local agencies that functions on three levels.  On the state level is the lead entity, 
the PA Steering Committee on Homelessness, whose role is described above.  On 
the regional level is the Central-Harrisburg Regional Homeless Advisory Board or 
RHAB, which plays the central role in planning and implementing the Strategy, 
Goals and Action Steps of the CH Region CoC. Its specific roles include the 
formulation and monitoring of goals and action steps, the identification and 
analysis of unmet needs, the determination of regional priorities, and review and 
ranking of all regional projects submitted under the CoC application process.  On 
the local level are the HAP County Contacts and county homeless coalitions, which 
provide input on the homeless in their community and convey information from 
the RHAB back to their county.  
 
Regional Homeless Advisory Board (RHAB): The CH RHAB was formed from a 
merger of the Harrisburg Region RHAB and the Central Region RHAB both of which 
were established in 1997 under the guidance of a statewide process for developing 
regional Continuums of Care for the state’s rural areas.  It meets regularly 
throughout the year and is composed of representatives of: social service 
agencies, local and state government, and public housing authorities. Each county 
is represented on the RHAB.  Because of the size of the region and the sparse 
population of some counties, some members represent more than one county.  
Last year, all of the RHABs including, the CH RHAB, were further strengthened by 
additional support from the Regional Directors of the PA Department of 
Community and Economic Development.  Their role on the RHAB was expanded to 
that of facilitator and partner, providing support and back-up for the Co-Chairs, 
throughout the year. 
 
County Housing/Homeless Coalitions: Not only does the RHAB participate in 
the larger statewide arena through the State Steering Committee, but it also 
receives input and guidance from those directly involved with homeless issues at 
the county level. The planning for specific homeless housing and service activities 
occurs at the county level through local coalitions, all of which are represented on 
the RHAB.  This past year, three new county level coalitions were established:  
Local Housing Option Teams were formed in Franklin, Lebanon and 
Northumberland Counties to address the housing needs of people with disabilities, 
including the homeless.  The LHOTs have active participation by their county’s 
MH/MR offices, their public housing authorities, service providers, and consumers.  
Two designed and submitted SHP projects for this year’s application. 
 
HAP County Contacts: The CoC planning process is further supported by the 
Homeless Assistance Program (HAP) County Contacts.  These are the individuals 
responsible for the coordination of state funded homeless programs in each 
county.  Having preceded the CoC process, the HAP County Contacts have 
extensive knowledge of local homeless services and the needs of the homeless 
individuals and families in their county and serve as a liaison with local homeless 
service providers. They served as the key point person in their county during the 
January 2004 Point in Time Survey, collecting all of the surveys for their county 
and submitting them to the State for analysis.  
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The key to the success of this multi-level process is coordination, which is 
carefully planned and carried out.  Coordination between the Steering Committee 
and the Regional Homeless Advisory Boards is assured in several ways.  First, the 
Regions are an integral part of the Steering Committee; all four RHAB Chairs sit 
on the Steering Committee and participate in all of its activities.  At each RHAB 
meeting, the Chair updates the RHAB members on Steering Committee activities 
and at the start of each Steering Committee meetings, each of the four RHAB 
chairs provides a regional update.  This facilitates the flow of information between 
the two entities.  In addition, one Steering Committee member serves as liaison to 
each of the Regional Homeless Advisory Boards to provide information, support 
and assistance as needed. 
 
Process 
The Central-Harrisburg Region is part of a year-round comprehensive process that 
is well coordinated and unduplicated.  Following are the key activities:  
 
The RHAB met throughout the year to discuss policy issues and to implement and 
monitor their action plans. 
• In July 2003 the Steering Committee met to assess the previous year’s 

process and to develop a plan and strategy for the coming year.  The priorities 
identified for the year were: establishing the PA Interagency Council on 
Homelessness, adopting a Plan to End Homelessness in PA, getting the HMIS 
operational, addressing the chronically homeless, and developing and 
implementing strategies to prevent homelessness and increase permanent 
supportive housing.  

• From August through June 2004, the Steering Committee and RHABs 
continued designing and implementing pilot projects that would begin to have 
a direct impact on reducing the number of chronically and other homeless in 
PA.  

• In February 2004, at the request of the RHABs, the Outcomes Committee met 
and developed new performance measures and a process for the review of 
renewal applications. 

• Also in February 2004 the formal HUD McKinney application process began.  It 
included the following activities: 
⇒ a general mailing in February to all interested parties in the Region that 

included background information on the process, a schedule and 
solicitation of projects for 2004; 

⇒ e-mailing of Renewal Summary Forms to all renewal applicants in April 
2004; 

⇒ A Regional Meeting on April 25, 2004 attended by all interested parties to 
review Regional accomplishments for 2003 and to identify Regional needs 
for 2004;  

⇒ Special training and technical assistance on June 8, 2004 assist all 
applicants in the preparation of their project applications;  

⇒  review and ranking of the applications by the Ranking Committee 
according to pre-determined selection criteria on May 20 for renewals and 
July 20, 2004 for new projects;  

• In April 2004 the Steering Committee began preparing for the Governor’s 
Housing Cabinet meeting by developing background information, refining the 
Plan to End Homelessness, and identifying barriers, current resources and 
alternative strategies for addressing the prevention and supportive housing 
priorities. 
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• The first meeting of the Governor’s Cabinet was held on June 28, 2004; acting 
as the PA Interagency Council on Homelessness, the Cabinet adopted the Plan 
to End Homelessness.   

• On August 11, 2004 the Steering Committee will meet to review the 2004 
activities and continue the planning cycle. 

 
C. List of the date and main topic of your CoC planning meetings  

 
Aug 6,’ 03:  PA Steering Committee on Homelessness Meeting (SC): 
Discussed status of the State’s HMIS and the draft HUD Standards; issues relating 
to the submission of the regional applications; recommendations for the next 
application cycle; strategies for analyzing the performance of renewals; and the 
Action Plans developed at the July Policy Academy meeting in Chicago. 
 
Sept 18, ‘03:  Meeting with Muncy State Correctional Institution: Steering 
Committee members met with the Acting Deputy Superintendent of Muncy SCI 
and the Director of Community Resources for the PA Dept. of Corrections to plan 
Forensic Homeless Prevention Pilot Project.  Conducted focus group with inmates 
to identify their housing needs. Met with corrections counselors to discuss how to 
best plan for housing upon discharge.  Identified next steps for pilot. 
 
Oct 1, ‘03: SC:  Planning topics included: the State’s Ten Year Plan; updates on 
the Forensic Homeless Prevention Project; plans for the Point in Time Survey 
including the street count planned for Lawrence County; and process for 
identifying 2004 regional priorities.  
 
Nov 5, ‘03: SC: Planning topics included:  approval to proceed with the 
development of Forensic Homeless Prevention Pilot Project to include transitional 
housing program for women leaving the Muncy SCI; procedures for adopting the 
State’s 10 Year Plan; review of the Point in Time Survey documents; confirmation 
of January 15, 2004 date for the PITS; status of RFP for HMIS. 
 
Nov 13, ‘03:  CH Regional Homeless Advisory Board (RHAB):  Planning 
topics included:  preparation for the Point in Time Survey, confirming that all 
counties in the region are represented on the RHAB, establishing regional 
priorities; the need for a better instrument to evaluate the performance of 
renewals including their cost effectiveness, utilization of funds, and level of service 
provided; discharge planning issues at county jails; the status of the HMIS. 
 
Nov 20, ‘03: Meeting with the Allentown Community Corrections Center: 
Representatives of the SC met with the Director and Community Corrections 
Counselor to discuss the proposed Forensic Pilot Transitional Housing Project and 
possible second pilot--- training for residents, Corrections and Parole staff on 
housing options and resources.  
 
Dec 4, ‘03: SC:  Planning topics included:  strategies for ranking renewals and for 
funding new projects in regions with large renewal needs; the need for better 
performance measurements to assess renewals; and the approval for the 
Governor’s Housing Cabinet to serve as the PA Interagency Council on 
Homelessness. 
 
Dec 11, ‘03:  CH RHAB:  To assure maximum participation in the CoC process as 
possible in this large region, the RHAB plans to convene a workshop of 
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caseworkers and coordinators in each county to improve networking and provide 
technical assistance.  Regional priorities were established and progress in goal 
plans was reviewed. 
 
Jan 7, 2004: SC:  Planning topics included:  report on the first meeting of the 
Entitlement Community Committee, including the name of the new Chair, and 
their agreement to participate in a statewide Point in Time Survey in 2005.  
Review of 2003 McKinney awards; the General Mailing for the 2004 application, 
which will have Notices of Intent due March 3; and update on Two Forensic Pilot 
Projects.  
 
Jan 22, ‘03:  CH RHAB: Planning topics included:  updates on the 2003 funded 
transitional housing project in Waynesboro that may not be able to proceed due to 
problems with its facility and the Point in Time Survey.  Centre County is going to 
pursue the potential for Section 8 Homeownership for families leaving transitional 
housing, and counties were identified to apply for Mainstream Section 8. 
 
Feb 4, ‘04: Meeting Department of Corrections: SC members met with Paul 
O’Connor and Rebecca Sheetz to obtain input on the proposed forensic pilot 
projects.  Discussed tie in with the Hard to Place Inmates Committee and how that 
population could be addressed by the pilot projects.  
 
Feb 4, ‘04: SC:  Planning topics included:  interest by Westmoreland County in 
becoming part of the SW Region and procedures for inclusion; review of key 
points in the HUD McKinney-Vento Webcast; the HMIS bid opening scheduled for 
Feb 9; update on high response rate to Point in Time Survey compared to the one 
conducted 3 years earlier; planning of a meeting of the Outcomes Subcommittee 
to establish guidelines for assessing the performance of renewal projects. 
 
Mar 3, ‘04: SC:  Planning topics included: preparation of a briefing for the 
Interagency Council on Homelessness; planning for a reduction in HUD funding for 
services for SHP projects; status of the two Forensic Pilot projects; discussion of 
the federal Samaritan Initiative; and the HMIS bid opening, in which only 2 
vendors complied with State procurement requirements. 
 
Mar 25, ‘04:  CH RHAB:  Planning topics included:  whether the ranking 
committee could vote to not include a project in the HUD application if it did not 
appear viable or was not cost-effective; review of the 2004 application schedule 
and State Action Plan, and an update on goals and discharge practices. 
 
Apr 7, ‘04: SC:  Planning topics included: detailed review of the Draft Agenda for 
the First Meeting of PA’s Interagency Council on Homelessness, the Draft Forensic 
Strategy, and the 2 correctly submitted HMIS bids; clarification of the roles of the 
RHABs in ranking process, including the right to reject a project that is not well 
prepared or has costs significantly out of line with the region; and agreement that 
the Outcomes Committee will develop outcome measures to be incorporated into 
the 2004 Renewal Summary Form for evaluating and ranking renewals. 
 
Apr 25, ‘04:  CH RHAB:  The consultant to the PA Regional Homeless Assistance 
Process participated, working with the RHAB on plans for the coming year.  
Although the federal priority is addressing chronic homelessness, it was agreed 
that in the region the biggest issue is homeless women with children and the goal 
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of assuring that families leaving transitional housing are properly housed was 
established and action steps to achieve this goal were developed. 
 
May 5, ‘04: SC:  Planning topics included:  report on the second meeting of the 
Entitlement Committee, which plans to meet quarterly; presentation of the 
Forensic Pilot at the next Forensic Interagency Task Force; update of the narrative 
for the Homeless Action Plan for presentation to the Interagency Council on 
Homelessness; negotiations with the 2 eligible HMIS bidders; and report on the 
Point in Time Survey results indicating that shelters were well below capacity the 
night of the count and the implications of this for planning for future housing.  
 
May 10, ‘04: Forensic Interagency Task Force Meeting: SC members met 
with the Task Force to report on proposed Forensic Pilot Projects and to obtain 
feedback of members, especially mental health consumers.  Task Force was 
supportive and had excellent suggestions for enhancing the project design.   
 
May 20, ‘04:  CH RHAB:  The purpose of this meeting was to rank renewal 
projects based on the information provided in the Renewal Summary Form. 
 
June 8, 2004:  Applicant Training: The consultant to the PA Regional Homeless 
Assistance Process met first with renewal applicants, then with applicants for new 
projects, going over the HUD application itself as well as the process in the CH 
Region. 
 
June 17, ‘04: SC:  Planning topics included:  confirmation that Westmoreland 
County will participate in the SW Region; report on DPW collaboration with the 
prison system to assist inmates to enroll in Medical Assistance immediately upon 
discharge; SHP and S+C applicant training, which was held in each region; due 
dates for draft project exhibits (June 22) and finals (July 9); and procedures for 
the ranking committees. 
 
July 20, ‘04:  CH RHAB: The new projects were ranked and a final priority 
ranking list was developed combining these results with the results of the May 20 
renewal ranking. 
 

3. Your community’s CoC goals and system under development 
  

a. Chronic Homelessness Strategy/Goals 
(1)Past Performance: 

a. The specific actions that the Central-Harrisburg Region undertook 
during the past year towards ending chronic homelessness 
As described above, the Central-Harrisburg Region is one of four Regional 
Continuums of Care within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Regional 
Homeless Assistance Process.  As such, its strategy, goals and action steps 
for ending chronic homelessness are formulated on the state level.  At its 
first meeting on June 28, 2004, the Governor’s Housing Cabinet, acting as 
the Interagency Council to End Homelessness, approved the vision, guiding 
principles and priorities comprising Pennsylvania’s Plan to End 
Homelessness.  One of the four priorities in the Plan is to develop a Ten-
Year Plan to End Chronic Homelessness.  The Cabinet formed three Work 
Groups to carry out its mandate: Housing Finance and Production; Blight 
and Revitalization; and People First Housing.  The latter will take primary 
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responsibility for addressing homeless issues, working closely with the 
expanded PA Steering Committee on Homelessness. 
 
On the program level, the State and the Central-Harrisburg Region have 
been focusing on strategies for preventing homelessness and increasing 
the availability of permanent supportive housing.  These efforts include: 

 
Outreach and Prevention (see Discharge Planning Policy Narrative for 
additional detail): 
• Initiation of a pilot project to suspend rather than terminate Medical 

Assistance benefits for persons incarcerated 3 years or less 
• Creation of a pilot forensic project to provide transitional and 

permanent housing for “hard to place”  individuals being released from 
women’s state correctional institutions 

• Development of a pilot housing training curriculum for inmates, and for 
Department of Corrections and Probation and Parole Board personnel 

• Initiation of a pilot project to do comprehensive housing planning with 
one of the state’s nine Service Area Planning Teams for individuals 
leaving the state hospital over the next five years 

• Formation of a consortium of the state’s 22 Projects for Assistance in 
Transition from Homelessness (PATH) counties for the purpose of 
sharing best practices and developing consistent service definitions and 
outcomes. 

• Blair County MH/MR/D&A was selected as one of five counties in the 
state to receive PATH funding for a housing first program.  Their 
proposed project has a strong outreach and engagement component, 
including the hiring of a consumer to participate in the effort.  

 
Permanent Supportive Housing: 
• Approval by the Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 

of PATH funds for 5 new projects providing outreach and permanent 
supportive housing to chronic homeless. 

• Expanded support in establishing and providing technical assistance to 
Local Housing Option Teams (LHOTs) 

• Home Nursing Agency in Altoona, Blair County began providing 
permanent supportive housing for 10 homeless adults between the 
ages of 18 and 25 who have serious mental illness, some of whom are 
chronically homeless and all of whom are at risk of becoming 
chronically homeless without this early intervention. 

 
b. What impact did these actions have on the number of chronic 

homeless 
In 2003 there were 102 chronically homeless reported in the Central-
Harrisburg Region: 86 sheltered and 16 unsheltered.  In 2004 there were 
103 chronically homeless reported: 79 sheltered and 24 unsheltered. 
However, for a number of reasons, it is difficult at this time to draw any 
conclusions about the impact the Region’s actions have had on the 
chronically homeless. First, the 2003 numbers were based on estimates 
since no Point in Time Survey was conducted last year. The 2004 counts 
are based on the January 15, 2004 PITS, so they are more accurate. 
Second, most of the actions taken in the Central-Harrisburg Region this 
year to address the chronically homeless were planning in nature and have 
not yet been implemented.  Results will be evident next year as the 
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forensic pilots are implemented and over the long-term, as more 
permanent housing opportunities are developed in the region. 

 
c. Any remaining obstacles: 

There are three major barriers to ending chronic homelessness in 
Pennsylvania: 

 
1. Inadequate Housing and Supports for Persons Leaving State 

Institutions 
Individuals in or leaving the criminal justice, health and foster care 
systems are at high risk of becoming homeless due to stigma, their 
histories and inadequate life skills. At the current time discharge 
planners are not systematically linking individuals with the mental 
health and other services they need to live independently in the 
community.  In addition, case management services are not available 
to many of these individuals after discharge to link them to the 
necessary services.  This is compounded by the fact that few 
appropriate housing options are available. Although individuals cannot 
be released from state mental institutions in Pennsylvania without a 
viable housing plan, limited resources present serious challenges to 
finding appropriate permanent housing for these individuals as well. 

 
2. Insufficient Subsidized Housing 

Due to the high cost of market rate housing, subsidized housing is the 
only affordable option for virtually all chronically homeless individuals.  
Unfortunately, the current demand for such housing far exceeds the 
supply. In addition, many subsidized units are financed with Low 
Income Housing Tax Credits and are not affordable to persons with very 
low incomes.  The two major source of funds for permanent supportive 
and other housing targeted to the homeless have been the HUD 
McKinney and Housing Choice Voucher Programs.  Unfortunately there 
are threatened cutbacks in federal rental subsidy and other dollars for 
permanent housing that could result in losses up to $54 million in rental 
subsidies affecting 9860 PA families in 2005. 
 

3. Inadequate Funds for Supportive Services 
In addition to taking maximum advantage of “mainstream resources” 
such as SSI, SSDI, and Medical Assistance, chronically homeless 
individuals need services such as case management, life skills, 
transportation, day care, substance abuse treatment, employment and 
other services currently unavailable or in short supply in local 
communities.  Significant funds for these services are coming through 
HUD’s Supportive Housing Program.  In ‘03-‘04, close to $2 million or 
35% of the McKinney funds coming to 52 rural Pennsylvania Counties 
was allocated to social services.  Over the past few years HUD has 
prioritized the use of McKinney funds for housing versus services.  
Therefore PA must either identify alternative sources of funds for those 
services or face serious reductions in service. 
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(2)Current Chronic Homelessness Strategy. 
A brief summary of the community’s strategy for ending chronic 
homelessness by 2012. 
At their June 28, 2004 meeting the Housing Cabinet reviewed a draft Plan to 
End Homelessness and listened to a presentation on the four major barriers to 
ending homelessness, the resources currently available, and alternative 
strategies for striking down each barrier.  Following the presentation they 
agreed to serve as the PA Interagency Council on Homelessness, and they 
adopted the Plan with its four priorities: 
o To designate the Pennsylvania Interagency Council on Homelessness 
o To promote targeting of state and local resources consistent with the state 

vision, guiding principles and priorities 
o To foster and support local efforts to end homelessness 
o To develop a ten year plan to end chronic homelessness 
 
The Cabinet then voted to form three Work Groups to carry out its mandate: 
Housing Finance and Production; Blight and Revitalization; and People First 
Housing.  The People First Housing Work Group will take primary responsibility 
for addressing homeless issues, including the chronically homeless, working 
closely with the expanded Steering Committee.  Some of the strategies 
presented at the meeting are already being implemented, and the People First 
Housing Work Group will evaluate and direct implementation of others. 

 
There are three key components to Pennsylvania’s strategy to end chronic 
homelessness: 
 
a. Strategies to prevent chronic homelessness 
PA will continue to coordinate cross-departmental efforts to prevent 
homelessness among high-risk populations leaving state institutions.  
Implementation will begin on the four pilot projects listed above: suspension 
rather than termination of Medical Assistance benefits for persons incarcerated 
in local jails; transitional and permanent housing for “hard to place” leaving 
state correctional institutions; housing training for inmates, Corrections and 
Parole Board personnel; and comprehensive housing planning for individuals 
leaving state hospitals.  Results of these projects will be disseminated and 
replicated as appropriate across the Commonwealth. 
 

The Department of Corrections is planning to consolidate some of its activities 
under a single Re-Entry Committee, Chaired by the two Deputy Secretaries.  
The Committee, which will include representation from DCED, the Parole Board 
and other relevant agencies, will oversee the two pilot projects involving state 
inmates, as described under the section on Discharge Planning.  In addition, 
the Mental Health Committee of the Governor’s Office of Corrections and 
Parole will develop a plan for the diversion of people with mental illness from 
incarceration.  Finally, next year the CoC will prioritize the goal of ending 
homelessness among youth aging out of the foster care system.  The CoC has 
identified several successful models for this population that are operating on 
the local level.  Our strategy is to examine those models, advocate for 
necessary systems change, and then provide information and support for their 
replication in other communities. 
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b. Strategies to ensure that chronically homeless people obtain and 

remain in permanent supportive housing 
Access to permanent supportive housing is critical in ending chronic 
homelessness in PA. 
The first order of business for the People First Housing Work Group and the 
Steering Committee will be to address two key ingredients of the strategy to 
expand supportive housing for the chronically homeless: 
 Increase the number of supportive housing units through the targeting 

and coordination of state resources- It is proposed that the 
Commonwealth develop a plan to fund and issue a joint Request for 
Proposals for developers interested in producing permanent supportive 
housing for homeless families and individuals.  State and private 
resources will be identified for development, operations and supportive 
service costs.  The goal is for interested applicants to be able to apply 
for all funds necessary to develop and operate a project through a 
single application.  Although the specific criteria are yet to be 
developed, serious consideration will be given to prioritizing projects 
that serve the chronically homeless.  Specific activities to be funded 
might include: 
• Safe havens, housing first and other low demand programs for 

chronic homeless 
• Single Room Occupancy dwellings 
• Special rental assistance for individuals on waiting lists for Housing 

Choice Vouchers or other housing subsidies 
• Deep subsidies to make units affordable to households with incomes 

at or below 30% of the median. 
 
This process addresses several of the newly adopted state priorities, and 
will have significant benefits.  It will: 

• Result in the production of additional permanent supportive housing 
throughout the Commonwealth 

• Initiate the process of targeting state resources consistent with the 
vision, guiding principles and priorities 

• Foster and support local efforts to end homelessness 
• Identify obstacles to cross-departmental collaboration and gaps in 

the state housing system 
• Maximize the cost effectiveness of state dollars and begin to 

leverage additional private dollars 
 

Prior to embarking on this process the state will contact the Corporation 
for Supportive Housing, Beyond Shelter, the National Alliance to End 
Homelessness, and the Technical Assistance Collaborative to learn 
about similar initiatives in other states. 
 

 Provide technical assistance to increase local capacity- PA has 
developed a unique network of local Housing Option Teams (LHOTs) 
that have been highly successful in increasing housing opportunities for 
the chronically homeless and other people with disabilities.  These 
teams, which are now operating in 18 counties throughout the 
Commonwealth, (two in the Northeast Region) are composed of key 
stakeholders in the disability, housing and human service industries 
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that come together on the county or multi-county level to identify 
needs, develop strategies and initiate projects.  Over the past several 
years these LHOTs have been key to local efforts to expand housing: 
they have provided over 500 new local housing opportunities, a 
majority of which have been for homeless people through the SHP 
program.  The state strategy is to continue to provide TA through the 
Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (OMHSAS) to 
create new LHOTs and to support new and existing LHOTs in their 
efforts to understand and address the needs of the chronically 
homeless. 

 
c. Strategies to ensure that every person who is homeless or at risk 

of homelessness has access to the services they need in order to 
live in the community. 
Three strategies are necessary to ensure that every chronically homeless 
individual receives the services he/she needs: 
• A strategy for outreach and for linking each individual to mainstream 

resources through case management or other methods: The Department of 
Public Welfare will continue to work on expanding linkages to mainstream 
and other resources through increased use of COMPASS and First Step. 

• A strategy for ensuring that existing state resources are used 
judiciously and effectively: This will include a careful evaluation of 
current resource utilization, including crossing “silos” if necessary to 
meet the service needs of chronically homeless individuals.  The CoC 
will also to work through the Regional Homeless Advisory Boards to 
collaborate with community action agencies and other service providers 
to ensure chronically homeless have access to needed services. 

• A strategy for generating new resources to fill gaps in service for the 
chronically homeless: The People First Work Group will take the lead in 
developing a process to identify and attract new resources. 
 

Number of sheltered and unsheltered chronically homeless persons 
79 sheltered and 24 unsheltered chronically homeless individuals were identified 
in the Central-Harrisburg Region during the January 15, 2004 Point in Time 
Survey. 

 
(3)Future Goals and Action Steps 

 

Goal 1:  Produce a Ten-Year Plan to End Chronic Homelessness. 

Action Steps 
Responsible 
Person/Organization 

Target 
Dates 

1.  Review recently adopted Plan to End Homelessness 
and the strategy to end chronic homelessness. 

People First Housing Work 
Group (PFH) and SC 

Oct. ‘04 

2.  Identify priorities and strategies to address chronic
homelessness. 

PFH and SC Jan. ‘05 

3. Formulate Ten Year Plan to End Chronic 
Homelessness 

PFH and SC May ‘05 
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Goal 2:  To prevent people from becoming homeless through improved discharge 

planning and better utilization and coordination of mainstream and other resources. 
Action Steps Responsible 

Person/Organization 
Target 
Dates 

Forensic Housing Pilot Project 
1.  Receive final approvals to proceed with Housing Pilot 

for Women Leaving PA SCI’s. 

 
SC 

 
Aug. 
‘04 

2.  Identify counties and local agencies to participate in the 
pilot. 

Consultant and Project 
Team 

Sept. 
‘04 

3.  Complete program design. Consultant and Project 
Team 

Sept. 
‘04 

4.  Implement the pilot. Consultant and Project 
Team 

Nov. 
‘04 

Forensic Housing Training Pilot 
1.  Receive final approvals to proceed with Pilot. 

 
SC 

 
Aug. 
‘04 

2.  Test the training curriculum. Consultant with DOC and
PBPP 

Oct. 
‘04 

3.  Implement the training. Consultant with DOC and
PBPP 

Jan. ‘05 

Pre-release planning pilot 
1.  Monitor medical assistance pilot project 

 
SC 

 
Feb. 
‘05 

2. Support replication through one county working with the 
criminal justice system. 

 
RHAB 

 
Mar. 
’05 

Youth 
1.  Appoint Task Force to address Youth in Transition. 

 
PFH and SC 

 
Nov. 
‘04 

2.  Analyze successful PA models to identify systemic 
changes, funding sources and components necessary for 
replication. 

Task Force Feb. 
‘05 

3.  Develop strategy for systems change, funding and 
implementation. 

Task Force June 
‘05 

4.  Identify one County program to formulate local strategies
to develop housing programs for youth aging out of the
foster care system. 

RHAB Aug. 
’05 

State Hospital Discharge Planning Pilot 
1.  Continue TA to Wernersville State Hospital Service Area 

Planning Team (SAPT) to identify and develop 
affordable, accessible housing options for people being 
discharged. 

 
OMHSAS and 
Consultant 

 
Aug. 
‘04-
June 
‘05 

2.  Document planning process and determine strategy for
replication. 

OMHSAS, Consultant &
SAPT 

June 
‘05 
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Goal 3: Increase permanent affordable housing options for the chronically homeless, 

especially in under-served areas. 

Action Steps 
Responsible 
Person/Organization 

Target 
Dates 

1.  Coordinated Supportive Housing Program 
- Review information on homeless obstacles 

and strategies from June 28 2004 Cabinet 
meeting. 

- Identify state priorities for expanding 
permanent supportive housing. 

PFH and SC 
 
PFH and SC 
 

Oct. ’04 
 
Nov. ‘04 

- Identify state and other resources for 
developing and operating permanent 
supportive housing. 

PFH and SC Jan. ‘05 

- Draft joint RFP. PFH and SC Mar. ‘05 
- Issue RFP. PFH and SC May ‘05 
- Select projects for funding. PFH and SC July ‘05 

2. Meet with Local Housing Option Teams and encourage 
them to develop permanent supportive housing for the 
chronically homeless 

RHAB Jan. ‘05 

3. Prioritize housing for the chronically homeless in 
the scoring of projects proposed for SHP/S+C 
funding. 

SC June ‘05 

4. Expand discharge planning on the county level by 
linking additional permanent housing providers to 
representatives of the criminal justice system. 

RHAB May ‘05 

 

 

Goal 4: To promote and support local responses to chronic homelessness. 

Action Steps 
Responsible 
Person/Organization 

Target 
Dates 

1.  Prepare for statewide training on best practices in 
addressing the chronic homeless as part of the 
PHFA Biannual Housing Conference. 

SC Sept. ‘04 

2.  Conduct sessions at PHFA Conference SC/PHFA Dec. ‘04 
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Goal 5: To replicate successful models of providing outreach and housing for 
chronically homeless individuals. 

Action Steps 
Responsible 
Person/Organization 

Target 
Dates 

1.  Track number of chronically homeless individuals 
housed as a result of two demonstration projects funded in 
2003 to provide outreach and housing to the chronically 
homeless. 

SC 
 

Quarterly 

2.  Track number of chronically homeless individuals 
housed in the five new PATH funded demonstration 
projects 

SC 
Quarterly 

3.  Identify the successful elements of the demonstration 
projects. 

SC 
Jan. ‘05 

4.  Draw on successful elements to encourage the 
development of new projects to reduce chronic 
homelessness by at least 10 people in each region in 2004-
2005. 

SC 

Mar. ‘05 

 

 

Goal 6:  To assure that supportive service programs are adequately funded, meet 

the specific needs of the homeless and are well coordinated with other services. 
 See Goal 3 Action Steps 1-3 of “Other Homeless Goals” 
 

(4)Coordination. 
 
No other entity in the Central-Harrisburg Region is developing or has a 
strategy to end chronic homelessness.  This year three significant changes 
occurred that made the chronic homeless planning process statewide.  First, in 
order to ensure that all Pennsylvania communities are represented on the 
state level, an Entitlement Committee was established to bring together the 15 
Continuums of Care not participating in the Regional Homeless Assistance 
Process.  The Chair of the Entitlement Committee serves as a member if the 
Steering Committee, which changed its name to the PA Steering Committee on 
Homelessness to reflect its expanded role. 
 
Second, on September 10, 2003 Governor Rendell issued an Executive Order 
establishing the Governor’s Housing Cabinet, which he later designated as the 
PA Interagency Council on Homelessness (see attached letter from the 
Governor).  The Council had its first meeting on June 28, 2004 during which it 
adopted the PA Plan to End Homelessness.  The Plan includes a vision, guiding 
principles, and four priorities for ending homelessness.  Third, the Council 
formed three Work Groups, including one entitled People First Housing, which 
will take the primary responsibility within the Council for addressing homeless 
issues.  The expanded Steering Committee will work closely with the People 
First Work Group, serving as its implementation arm.  Therefore strategies to 
end chronic homelessness developed by Regional and Entitlement CoC’s will be 
coordinated through the PA Steering Committee on Homelessness. 
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b. Other Homeless Goals Chart 
(1)Please provide a summary of accomplishments over the past year in 

addressing your community’s other homelessness goals. 
The Central Harrisburg Region had a number of accomplishments related to its 
other goals in 2004.  Three new Local Housing Options Teams (LHOTs) were 
established, in Franklin, Lebanon and Northumberland Counties. Muncy State 
Correctional Institution in Lycoming County participated in the planning for the 
Forensic Pilot Project, a major discharge planning initiative to provide housing 
for individuals leaving State Correctional Institutions.  Lebanon County MH 
participates on the Wernersville State Hospital Service Area Planning Team 
which is conducting a demonstration state hospital discharge planning process 
for replication statewide.  A representative of the CH RHAB continues to 
participate in the Committee to evaluate and select the software system to be 
used for the Regional Homeless Assistance Process HMIS.  This process is on 
target to meet its implementation date of December 2004. A new four unit 
site-based transitional housing program for homeless families in Adams 
County is now under construction with occupancy planned for October. 
 
Since the formation of the RHAB in 1997, the members of the RHAB have 
continuously prioritized the need for transitional housing for homeless families.  
Prior to the start of the PA Regional Homeless Assistance Process, there was 
no transitional housing for homeless families in most counties of the region.  
Now, there is transitional housing in over half of the counties in the region.  In 
order to determine the effectiveness of these programs in helping the families 
obtain and remain in permanent housing, the RHAB has developed a plan to 
assess the performance of the transitional housing programs in the region and 
to increase permanent housing options for families leaving transitional 
housing. 
 
The Central Harrisburg Region CoC also benefited from accomplishments of the 
PA Steering Committee, which had progress in the areas of Planning and 
Evaluation and Housing as follows: 
 
Planning and Evaluation: 
• A special Outcomes Subcommittee met and developed outcome measures 

and a process to strengthen the review and monitoring of renewal projects 
in all four regions for 2004. 

• Pennsylvania responded to an HHS CMS Notice of Funding Availability for 
“Integrating Long Term Supports with Affordable Housing.”  The purpose of 
the project is to develop a statewide system to link individuals eligible for 
home and community based services with affordable housing. 

• As a first step in attempting to reduce the amount of CoC dollars for 
services, the SC did an analysis of the amount and percent of dollars 
currently spent for supportive services.  In 2003-4, close to $2 million or 
35% of the McKinney funds coming to Pennsylvania’s 52 rural counties was 
allocated to social services.  This information will form the basis of 
activities in 2004-05 to identify alternative sources of funds for these 
activities. 

Housing: 

• The PA Housing Finance Agency targeted lower income households in their 
tax credit and PennHomes programs this year.  They also included a new 
provision in the  2005 Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program to enable 
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developers to make at least 5% of units developed affordable to 
households with incomes at 20% of the median 

• PHFA also committed to adding a database of vacant accessible units on 
their website in order to ensure that individuals needing accessible features 
occupy these units. 

• The Entitlement Committee gathered information on PSH models 
throughout PA for dissemination to all PA CoC’s to improve best practices. 

• The Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (OMHSAS) 
provided technical assistance throughout the Commonwealth on 
Fairweather Lodge, a model that provides permanent housing and 
employment for people with mental illness.  

• An inter-departmental Task Force formed by the Governor’s Office of 
Health Care Reform is identifying and coordinating multiple public and 
private home modification resources so that individuals who need barrier 
free housing can leave institutions in a timely fashion. 

 
(2)Other Homelessness Goals and Specific Action Steps 

 
Goal 1: To implement an HMIS. 

Action Steps 
Responsible 
Person/ 
Organization 

Target 
Dates 

1.  To have all HAP, ESG, and CoC funded projects online DCED Dec. ‘04 
 
 
Goal 2:  Increase permanent affordable housing options for the homeless, especially 

in  suburban, rural and under-served areas. 

Action Steps 
Responsible 
Person/ 
Organization 

Target 
Dates 

1.  Meet with LHOTs and Local Housing Authorities to
encourage them to adopt preferences for the homeless in
their Housing Choice Voucher programs and/or set-aside
public housing units. 

RHAB Sept. ‘04 - 
June ‘05 

2.  Meet with private property owners and managers of
subsidized housing to encourage them to accept formerly
homeless tenants. 

RHAB Sept. ‘04 - 
June ‘05 

3- 10.  Coordinated Supportive Housing Program 
See Action Steps 1-7 under Goal 3 of Chronic Goals above 
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Goal 3:  To assure that supportive service programs are adequately funded, meet 
the specific needs of the homeless and are well coordinated with other services. 

Action Steps 
Responsible 
Person/ 
Organization 

Target 
Dates 

1.  Continue to expand COMPASS and streamline the 
application process for state benefits. 

DPW June ‘05 

2. Identify current public and private service resources used 
in PA. 

PFH Nov. ‘04 

3.  Identify major gaps in service and funding for services. PFH/SC Jan. ‘05 
4.  Contact agencies knowledgeable about creative sources 

of funds for services (Corporation for Supportive 
Housing, Technical Assistance Collaborative, National 
Alliance, etc.) 

Consultant/PFH Feb. ‘05 

5.  Develop short and long term strategies for maximizing
the effectiveness of current funds and generating new
dollars and resources for services 

PFH/SC Sept. ‘05 

 
 
Goal 4:  To promote and support local responses to homelessness through training 

and technical assistance. 

Action Steps 
Responsible 
Person/ 
Organization 

Target 
Dates 

1.  Develop training program for local emergency and ER 
personnel, police, fire and railroad workers about 
homeless resources and how to connect. 

RHAB/VA Medical 
Center 

Nov. ‘04 

2. Best Practices Conference - see Action Steps, Goal 4 
under “Chronic Goals”. 

RHAB  

 
 
Goal 5:  To assure that families leaving transitional housing obtain permanent 

housing. 

Action Steps 
Responsible 
Person/ 
Organization 

Target 
Dates 

1.  Identify where families who have left Transitional 
Housing in the CH CoC are living. 

RHAB Rep for 
Cty 

Nov. ‘04 

2.  Determine whether they have encountered problems 
locating housing and what 

RHAB Rep for 
Cty 

Nov. ‘04 

3.  Determine which PHAs have homeless preferences RHAB Rep for 
Cty 

Nov. ‘04 

4.  Determine whether homeownership is a viable option 
for some families leaving transitional housing 

RHAB Rep for 
Cty 

Nov. ‘04 

5.  Determine the permanent housing retention rate for 
families leaving transitional housing 

RHAB Rep for 
Cty 

Nov. ‘04 

6.  Pursue more PHA’s adopting a homeless preference for
homeless families 

RHAB Rep for 
Cty 

Jan. ‘05 

7.  Encourage more PHA’s to plan & submit applications for 
SHP or S+C. 

RHAB Rep for 
Cty 

Feb. ‘05 

8.  Develop strategies to address obstacles encountered by 
families leaving transitional housing. 

RHAB Mar. ‘05 
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C. Discharge Planning Policy: (CoC-D) 

 
Pennsylvania has been extremely proactive over the past year in developing initiatives to 
prevent homelessness among people leaving state institutions: 
 
People Leaving State Correctional Institutions 
Three initiatives are underway to prevent homelessness among individuals leaving state 
correctional institutions: 
 
(1)The PA Department of Public Welfare initiated a pilot project in 

Allegheny County to suspend rather than terminate Medical Assistance 
benefits for incarcerated persons to ensure that there is no gap in 
coverage when they leave the county jail.  Currently Medical Assistance 
(MA) is closed as soon as an individual is incarcerated.  Under the pilot project, 
MA will automatically restart upon the individual’s release if the person was 
active MA upon incarceration and if he/she was incarcerated for less than three 
years.  If successful, the pilot will be expanded statewide and will also include 
state correctional institutions. 

 
(2)The PA Steering Committee on Homelessness (SC) initiated a forensic 

pilot project to provide transitional and permanent housing for 
individuals being released from the Commonwealth’s two women’s 
State Correctional Institutions.  There is a high risk of homelessness 
among individuals with histories of mental illness and/or substance addiction 
upon discharge from state correctional institutions (SCIs).  Officials from the 
PA Department of Corrections (DOC) report that the risk is especially high for 
women leaving prison since they are less likely to maintain ties in the 
community.  In fact each of the two women’s institutions, Muncy and 
Cambridge Springs, have 2-3 times the percentage of inmates on the mental 
health roster than the men’s institutions.  In addition, drug dependence is 
much more likely to be the primary diagnosis for women than for men; it is 
number one of ten primary diagnoses for women, while not even among the 
top ten primary diagnoses for men in SCI’s. 
 
The purpose of the pilot project is to prevent homelessness among women 
being discharged from PA’s women’s SCIs.  The project will target individuals 
being paroled, “maxing out” or considered “hard to place” due to serious 
mental illness and co-occurring disorders, chronic medical concerns, lack of 
familial resources, nature of offense, or combinations of the above.  Many in 
this target population may still be in the criminal justice system due to serious 
obstacles to finding appropriate housing and employment.  Participants must 
be eligible for Medical Assistance and not need 24- hour support.  Given that 
rural counties often have fewer resources, the demonstration project will be 
initiated in several contiguous rural counties so as to ensure enough volume to 
make the program viable.  
 
Funds from the Forensic Recovery and Development grant (FreD) will be used 
to lease a building and/or scattered site apartments to provide transitional 
housing for individuals for a period of up to 24 months.  Peer Support Staff will 
live rent free in one of the apartments to assist residents in making a 
successful transition to the community.  Although the rents will be subsidized, 
participants will pay up to 30% of their incomes for housing, a portion of which 
will be placed in a separate account for security deposit and other expenses. 
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A critical part of the project will be to develop linkages with permanent 
housing providers, since referral alone is not sufficient for this population.  A 
Housing Specialist will be hired to develop permanent housing options for 
program participants.  He/she will collaborate with the Local Housing Options 
Team (LHOT) or other local housing coalition to: identify potential public and 
private property owners and managers of permanent housing; educate them 
about the special needs of the forensic population; and obtain commitments 
from them to house the forensic population.  This individual will also serve as a 
point person for any problems that need to be resolved.  Finally, he/she will 
negotiate modifications of local rental policies and practices regarding criminal 
histories and other concessions in order to accommodate the target 
population.  It is anticipated that over time, as landlord relationships are 
strengthened, and individuals with mental illness prove to be good tenants, 
future releasees will be able to move directly from prison into permanent 
housing in the community.  When that occurs, the transitional housing will be 
available for the individuals who are most difficult to place. 
 
Supportive services will include case management, counseling, mental health 
and substance abuse services and employment readiness and support.  An 
important element of the program will be that Department of Corrections Unit 
Management and Mental Health Staff and Parole Board Institutional Staff will 
begin re-entry planning 12 months prior to the inmate’s minimum date to 
ensure that Medical Assistance and all other benefits are in place the day a 
woman enters the transitional housing program. 
 
Mental health and substance abuse treatment services will be provided 
through the County Mental Health System of the participating counties, 
preferably using the Assertive Community Treatment (ACT) or similar team 
approach.  Several counties already have forensic specialists within the mental 
health system that work on discharge planning.  If appropriate, one of these 
counties will be asked to participate in the demonstration.  Finally, 
employment, educational and vocational services need to be available through 
the local CareerLink or other specialized programs. 
 

(3)A housing training curriculum is being developed for presentation to 
inmates as well as to DOC and PA Board of Probation and Parole 
(PBPP) personnel.  Many individuals with disabilities are likely to “max out” 
their sentences and not be interested in transitional housing or other types of 
housing assistance through the criminal justice system.  As a result these 
individuals are at particularly high risk of becoming homeless.  Therefore the 
Steering Committee is working closely with the Department of Corrections to 
provide housing training for individuals with disabilities while they are still in a 
state correctional institution.  A curriculum that includes information on 
housing laws, options and resources will be piloted in the fall of 2004.  If 
successful, it will be presented throughout the state system.  The goal is to 
provide people with adequate information so that they can maximize their 
housing choices, finding a home in which they can thrive rather than just 
survive. 
 
It is recognized that due to public housing policies and other obstacles for 
people with criminal histories, information alone will not be sufficient to ensure 
procurement of affordable housing.  This is especially true for those designated 
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as “hard to place.”  Therefore linkages with permanent housing as described 
above will also be an integral part of this project. 

 
State Hospitals 
Pennsylvania has nine state mental hospitals, each of which has a Service Area 
Planning Team (SAPT) composed of representatives of the multi-county area that 
it serves.  The Commonwealth recently adopted a goal that no individual should 
be in a state hospital for more than two years. In addition, the Commonwealth’s 
policy is that no discharge from a state hospital occurs unless all housing, 
treatment, case management and rehabilitation services are in place.  However, in 
recent years few state dollars have been available to support new residential 
options for these individuals.  Counties responsible for assisting individuals to 
move into the community have had to rely on shifting local dollars and/or being 
creative in developing new resources. 
 
Faced with the prospect of assisting hundreds of individuals to move to the 
community over the next five years with limited additional resources, the Service 
Area Planning Teams (SAPT) requested technical assistance in housing planning 
from the Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (OMHSAS).  
OMHSAS responded by making its housing consultant available to assist the 
Wernersville SAPT in planning housing for the 105 individuals due to leave that 
state hospital over the next 5 years.  The group is taking an extremely 
comprehensive approach to this plan.  They are evaluating all of the available 
housing and service resources and also assessing the housing needs of the people 
leaving the state hospital as well as others receiving residential services from the 
three participating counties.  The goals of the project are to maximize individual 
choice and to maximize the use of mainstream housing resources, thus stretching 
limited mental health dollars as far as possible.  The Planning Team and 
consultant are working closely with the local housing authorities and other housing 
providers to accomplish these goals.  The planning process is being documented 
and it is anticipated that other Service Area Planning Teams will replicate the 
planning process in future years. 
 
Youth Aging Out of Foster Care 
This past year, a state level Independent Living (IL) Practice Standards 
Workgroup was established and has met monthly to develop independent living 
practice standards for youth transitioning from foster care.  The Workgroup has 
representation from all relevant state level agencies as well as provider agencies 
and youth in the foster care system.  Two members of the State Steering 
Committee participate actively on the Workgroup, including representation on the 
Service Planning Subcommittee which is responsible for developing discharge 
planning strategies to prevent youth leaving foster care, residential facilities, and 
Youth Development Centers from becoming homeless.  A draft document 
presenting the proposed standards is now under review by the four committees of 
the Workgroup, the PA Dept. of Children and Youth Services and the Child Welfare 
League of America.  The discharge planning element of the document includes 
recommendations in the areas of education, employment, housing, life skills and 
prevention.  Upon approval, the plan will be distributed to all Children and Youth 
agencies in the state with recommendations. 
 
Other 
 Pennsylvania is applying for Center for Medicaid and Medicare Services grant 

for under the program to “Integrating Long-term Supports with Affordable 
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Housing.”  The results will be particularly beneficial in preventing those who 
are leaving institutions including SCI’s, state hospitals and nursing homes from 
becoming homeless.  The grant will be used to conduct a needs assessment 
and to establish a statewide database of affordable, accessible housing. 
 

 The Steering Committee has requested technical assistance from the HUD 
Policy Academy TA providers in reviewing and discussing these initiatives.  It is 
anticipated that Gabe Brodbar will conduct a site visit in August on how to 
generate and coordinate resources to prevent homelessness among youth 
aging out of foster care and that David Wertheimer will conduct a visit in late 
September early October to assist with the various forensic initiatives. 
 

 In two county correctional facilities in the Southwest Region staff work with 
inmates with mental illness.  In Indiana County, an independent contractor 
visits inmates who have a mental health diagnosis on a weekly basis and 
assists with an appropriate discharge plan.  In Butler County a Forensic 
Service Coordinator was recently hired to coordinate services for inmates prior 
to discharge.  The coordinator works with the jail psychiatrist and is 
responsible for assistance with arranging for medications, public assistance 
enrollment, and housing upon discharge. 
 

Unexecuted Grants Awarded Prior to the 2003 CoC Competition (CoC-E): 
There are no unexecuted grants in the Central Harrisburg Region awarded prior to 
the 2003 CoC Competition. 
 
Fundamental Components in CoC System – Service Activity Chart (CoC-F) 
Component:  Prevention 

 
Services in place: There are a number of different homeless prevention 
programs available in the Central-Harrisburg Region.  While each program has 
a different funding source, most are coordinated by the HAP County Contacts 
who typically are employees of the county’s Community Action Agency or the 
County Human Services Office.  The homeless prevention services available in 
the Central-Harrisburg Region are: 
 
• Rental Assistance: 

Rental Assistance: Rental Assistance is one of the components of the PA 
Department of Public Welfare’s Homeless Assistance Program (HAP).  HAP 
funds are primarily State funds supplemented with TANF funds.  They are 
block granted to the counties, which in turn allocate funds to various 
program components including rental assistance. All 21 counties in the 
Central-Harrisburg Region utilized a significant portion of their 2002-2003 
HAP funds for Rental Assistance for rent and utilities to prevent 
homelessness. These funds provided homeless prevention services to 
4,100 near homeless clients during FY 2002/2003. 
 
Emergency Shelter Allowance (ESA):  This is a state program 
administered by the County Assistance Offices to prevent eviction or 
foreclosure and to assist homeless households to obtain permanent 
housing or temporary shelter.  Approximately 70% of the funds are used 
for homeless prevention.  This program can be combined with HAP Rental 
Assistance if necessary. In FY 2002-2003, a total of 2,259 households in 
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the Central Harrisburg Region were issued ESA checks, approximately 
1,580 of whom utilized these funds for homeless prevention. 
 

• Federal Emergency Management Assistance (FEMA):  A portion of 
FEMA funds in each county are utilized for rental assistance to prevent 
evictions. 

 
• Case Management for the Homeless:  Case Management for the 

Homeless is also a DPW funded HAP Program that can be utilized to 
coordinate activities and services for near-homeless and homeless 
households.  Roughly half the counties in the region allocated a portion of 
their HAP funds for this activity to prevent eviction for approximately 7,235 
clients during FY 2002/2003. 

 
• Homeowner’s Emergency Mortgage Assistance Program (HEMAP):  

This is a state program administered by the Pennsylvania Housing Finance 
Agency (PHFA) to prevent homelessness due to foreclosure.  During 
Calendar Year 2003, PHFA awarded 178 loans in the Central-Harrisburg 
Region in the amount of $1,445,267 to prevent foreclosures. 

 
• LIHEAP and Other Energy Subsidies: These programs provide 

assistance to low-income households with high utility bills, preventing 
homelessness for many. 

 
• Community Services Block Grant (CSBG):  These funds are distributed 

to each county through their Community Action Agencies to provide a full 
range of services having an impact on the causes of poverty. 

 
• Housing Counseling Programs:  There are five HUD approved housing 

counseling agencies, all of which are also in the PA Housing Finance Agency 
counseling network.  Housing counseling programs not only assist people 
with buying or renting a new home but also assist people with rental 
arrearage, default and delinquency counseling and with budgeting and 
credit repair to prevent loss of their home.  Often the housing counselors 
make referrals to other prevention programs to prevent eviction or default.  
The housing counseling programs active in the Central-Harrisburg Region 
are Financial Counseling Services, Harrisburg Fair Housing Council, 
Weatherization, Inc., Tableland Services, and Keystone Legal Services. 

 
Services planned: In 2004 the Steering Committee will be implementing two 
pilot projects that focus on preventing homelessness among the forensic 
population through training and through the development of specific housing 
options and linkages.  Both projects target individuals coming out of state 
facilities that are considered most at risk of becoming homeless, including 
those who have “maxed out” of State Correctional Institutions (SCI’s) and 
Community Correction Centers (CCC’s). The SC will also monitor the pre-
release pilot linking people leaving jails with medical assistance, and will 
undertake activities to prevent homelessness among youth aging out of the 
foster care system.  OMHSAS will continue to provide technical assistance in 
housing planning to the Wernersville Service Area Planning Team to prevent 
homelessness among individuals leaving the state mental hospital. 
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How persons access/receive assistance:  Referral to these prevention services 
typically comes through the County Assistance Office, which works closely with 
the HAP County Contacts; the Community Action Programs (CAPs), social 
service agencies including the Red Cross and the United Way, food banks, 
soup kitchens, and through word of mouth.  Through this network of local 
agencies, near homeless and homeless households are assisted in accessing 
mainstream resources as well as appropriate targeted homeless assistance 
resources. 

 
Component:  Outreach 
 

Outreach in place: 
 

(1) Outreach activities for homeless persons who are living on the streets in 
your CoC area and how they are connected to services and housing. 
 
This year, as part of the PA Regional Homeless Assistance Process Point in 
Time Survey, Lawrence County Social Services and the Lawrence County 
Housing Coalition (in the NW Region) volunteered to conduct a 
demonstration street count on January 15, 2004 to develop a replicable 
model for other rural counties in the Regional Homeless Assistance 
Process.  In addition, the results of the count were an element in the 
determination of the number of unsheltered homeless in the rural counties 
that are included in the four regions.  The coordinator of the effort 
prepared a report on the process which was then included as an article in 
the Spring 2004 issue of Housing Choices, a newsletter for mental health 
professionals that is distributed to approximately 850 agencies throughout 
the state, including every county mental health housing specialist and 
many homeless service providers.  
 
In preparation for the count, the 20 agencies that comprise the Housing 
Coalition, along with the state police, identified key locations for the 
outreach effort.  The night of the count was announced at shelters and 
food programs and people were notified that the outreach workers would 
have blankets, clothing, and food.  The night of January 15 was one of the 
coldest of the winter, well below freezing, and only one individual was 
found.  It was assumed that people did not want to come out of the places 
in which they were “situated”. The next morning 7 individuals came into 
Lawrence County Social Service’s offices, some seeking housing, others 
just requesting blankets and food, starting the engagement process with all 
7.  Based on this experience Lawrence County Social Service plans to 
conduct quarterly outreach, each with a theme such as hygiene products or 
opening a soup kitchen for the night, with the goal of initiating engagement 
that will result in people accepting services and moving into housing.  An 
added result of the outreach was increased community awareness about 
homelessness in this very rural community.  As the coordinator of the 
effort said “Lawrence County is very rural so people don’t see many 
homeless individuals because they aren’t really out and about.  Therefore, 
many people in our area don’t believe that homelessness is a problem”. 
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(2) Outreach activities that occur for other homeless persons: 
 

Veterans: In addition to the street outreach conducted by the VA Medical 
Center in Lebanon County, there is also a VA Hospital at this location and a 
Veterans Medical Center in Blair County that provide outreach to homeless 
veterans. In addition, there is a Veterans Administration office in every 
county that makes referrals to homeless services, both those available 
within the Central-Harrisburg Continuum of Care and in other parts of 
Pennsylvania. 
 
Seriously Mentally Ill: Outreach to homeless individuals and heads of 
households with mental illness occurs through several mechanisms: 
• The Base Service Unit in each county has Intensive Case Managers and mobile 

crisis teams responsible for linking people with mental illness to appropriate 
services in the mental health system. 

• There is a Mental Health Housing Specialist in each county who receives 
frequent training and updates on the housing resources available to 
homeless people with mental illness. 

• The mental-health drop-in centers provide consumer-run referral 
services 

• The hospital psychiatric units provide outreach and referral for 
homeless with mental illness. 

• The food pantries and soup kitchens are important outreach 
mechanisms for homeless people with mental illness. 
 

Substance Abuse: Outreach to homeless with drug and/or alcohol 
addiction occurs through two key sources: 
• The Intensive Case Manager in each county funded through Act 152 
• The Single County Authority designated by the Drug and Alcohol 

Commission in each county to provide substance abuse services. 
 
HIV/AIDS: Pennsylvania is divided into 7 regions for HIV/AIDS services 
and outreach.  Among the agencies serving the Central/Harrisburg Region 
are:  the AIDS Project serving Centre and Clinton Counties; Family 
Planning Service of SUN, serving Snyder, Union, and Northampton 
Counties; Caring Community of People with AIDS, serving Columbia and 
Montour Counties; AIDS Resources of Williamsport serving Lycoming 
County; and the AIDS Intervention Project serving Blair, Mifflin and Juniata 
Counties. 
 
Domestic Violence:  The Domestic Violence organizations in each county 
conduct public service announcements, put notices about Domestic 
Violence and services in newspapers and hospitals and make presentations 
to community groups, schools, and hospitals. 
 
Youth: There are transition programs in the schools for at-risk youth and 
in Centre County, the Centre County Youth Service Bureau provides 
outreach and residential programs for homeless and runaway youth. 
 

Outreach planned:  The most significant outreach activities planned are in Blair 
County which recently received PATH funding for a Housing First model project 
which includes a strong outreach and engagement component. 
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Component:  Supportive Services 
 

Services in place: The following is the inventory of service providers in the 
region: 
 
Case Management:  Case management is generally provided by each specific 
shelter, transitional housing and permanent supportive housing program.  The 
following are agencies providing case management in the CH Region: 
• Adams: Adams Co. Shelter SCCAP 
• Bedford: Bedford County Human Services HAP, Bedford – Fulton Housing 

Services 
• Blair: Blair Senior Services Inc., Blair Co MH, Blair Co Drug & Alcohol 

Services, Blair Community Action, Family Services of Blair County, Blair 
County Assistance Office, Home Nursing Agency – AIDS Intervention Project 

• Cambria: Cambria County Community Action, Cambria County Drug and 
Alcohol 

• Centre: Temporary Housing Inc. 
• Clinton: Horizon House, Clinton County Women’s Center, Salvation Army Horizon 

House 
• Columbia: Columbia Human Services 
• Cumberland: Rent Assistance Program, J.W. Safe Harbour, Carlisle Salvation 

Army, Domestic Violence Services, American Red Cross, Cumberland County 
Housing & Redevelopment Authority, Cumberland County Coalition for Shelter 

• Franklin: Housing Assistance Program, Franklin County Community 
Outreach, Homeless Shelter, Salvation Army, Financial Counseling, House 
of Grace, First United Methodist, WIN Victim Services, New Visions, 
Cumberland Valley MH, Franklin County MH/MR and D & A 

• Lebanon: Housing Authority Social Services 
• Lycoming: Step, Salvation Army, American Rescue Workers, YWCA 
• Mifflin: Shelter Services Inc., BSU 
• Montour: Montour Co Human Services 
• Northumberland: Adult Services 
• Perry: Perry Human Services, Marianne Shepherd – Perry Human Services 
• Snyder: Office of Human Resources, CMSU MH/MR, AAA 
• Somerset: Tableland Services, Inc., MH/MR, Children & Youth Services 
• Union: Office of Human Resources, CMSU MH/MR, AAA, SV Woman in 

Transition 
 
Life Skills Training:  Like case management, life skills training is generally 
provided by each specific shelter, transitional housing and permanent 
supportive housing program. 
• Adams: Adams Co. Shelter/SCCAP 
• Bedford: Bedford Co. Children & Youth, Bedford Co Employment & 

Training, Bedford Fulton Housing Services, Allegheny Lutheran Social 
Ministries 

• Blair: Skills of Central PA, Family Services of Blair Co, Home Nursing 
Agency, Blair Senior Services, Housing Opportunities of Blair Co, Blair 
Community Action 

• Cambria: Cambria County Community Action, United Way, Appalachian 
Youth Services, Hiran B. Andrews Center, Cambria County Cooperative 
Extension, Salvation Army-Johnstown, Women's Help Center 

• Centre: Temporary Housing Inc. 
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• Clinton: Salvation Army Horizon House, Clinton County Women's Center, 
Step, JTPA 

• Columbia: Human Services, Legal Services, Columbia Montour Home 
Health Services, Berwick Hospital Center Home Health Services 

• Cumberland: ESCAPE center, Cumberland County Coalition for Shelter, 
Family Public Housing, J.W. Safe Harbour, Stuart House, Transitional 
Housing, YWCA Carlisle Area, Penn State Cooperative Extension 

• Franklin: Franklin County Shelter/SCCAP, Franklin Counseling, PSU 
Extension Services, WIC, House of Grace, Mental Health Association, 
Franklin County Community Outreach, ESCAPE Center, Parents and Kids, 
Renter's Association, Chambersburg 2000 Affordable Housing Task Force, 
WIN Victim Services 

• Lebanon: Housing Authority  Social Services 
• Lycoming: Step, American Rescue Workers -Men & Women's Shelters, 

Penn State Cooperative Extension, Super Cupboard, Consumer Credit 
Counseling Services 

• Mifflin: Adult Education & Job Training Center, Salvation Army - Mifflin, 
Shelter Service, Inc. 

• Perry: Perry Human Services, Eileen Latchford-Perry Co. Cooperative 
Extension 

• Snyder: Office of Human Resources, Penn State Cooperative Extension, 
Susquehanna Valley Legal Services 

• Somerset: Tableland Services, Inc. 
• Union: Office of Human Resources, Penn State Cooperative Extension, 

Susquehanna Valley Legal Services 
 

Substance Abuse Treatment:  Each county in the CH Region has a Single 
County Authority designated by the Drug and Alcohol Commission to allocate 
funding for substance abuse treatment and oversee programs, most of which 
are funded through the Substance Abuse Block Grant.  Although, throughout 
Pennsylvania, substance abuse treatment programs do not identify whether a 
consumer of substance abuse services is homeless, the following are the 
provider agencies in the CH Region to which homeless service providers make 
referrals for substance abuse treatment: 
• Bedford: Personal Salvation, Twin Lakes Center, Charter Behavioral Health 

System at Cove Forge 
• Blair: Tyrone Hospital, White Deer Run of Altoona, Altoona Hospital D & A 

Centers, Salvation Army Charter at Cove Forge, Right Turn of Blair Co., 
Debbie Moore Counseling 

• Cambria: Cambria County D & A, Charter Renewal, New Visions Chemical 
Dependency, Home Nursing Agency, Recovery Resources/Twin Lakes, 
White Deer Run of Altoona 

• Clinton: Valley Prevention Services 
• Columbia: Behavioral Resource Group, Bloomsburg Hospital Detox, CMSU 

D & A, Mental Health Association 
• Cumberland: Cumberland/Perry Drug and Alcohol Commission, Holy Spirit 

Hospital, Stevens Center 
• Franklin: Franklin County Drug & Alcohol, Twin Lakes Center, Roxbury Drug 

& Alcohol Treatment Center 
• Lebanon: New Perspectives, Renaissance 
• Lycoming: American Rescue Workers – Men’s Shelter, West Branch Drug 

and Alcohol Abuse Commission 
• Mifflin: Clear Concepts Counseling, Tri-Valley Drug & Alcohol Program 
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• Montour: Columbia, Montour, Snyder, Union MH/MR 
• Northumberland: Drug & Alcohol 
• Perry: Perry Human Services 
• Snyder: Behavioral Resource Group, White Deer Run, Bloomsburg Hospital, 

CMSU MH/MR, Psychological Services Clinic, Green Ridge Counseling 
• Somerset: Twin Lakes Center, MH/MR, Children & Youth Services 
• Union: Behavioral Resource Group, White Deer Run, Bloomsburg Hospital, 

CMSU MH/MR, Psychological Services Clinic, Green Ridge Counseling 
 
Mental Health Treatment:  In Pennsylvania, Mental Health Block Grant 
funds are allocated to each County MH/MR program for fundable activities.  
These funds may be spent on programs that serve the homeless, but the 
State’s reporting system does not generate data on the extent to which 
programs serve the homeless.  The following are Mental Health Treatment 
Programs in the CH Region to which homeless service providers make referrals 
for mental health treatment: 
• Bedford: Bedford - Somerset MH/MR 
• Blair: Tyrone Hospital, Home Nursing Agency - Aids Intervention Project 
• Cambria: Cambria County MH/MR 
• Columbia: CMSU MH/MR 
• Cumberland: Steven's Center, Holy Spirit Hospital, Cumberland Co. MH/MR 
• Lycoming: MH/MR Housing Enhancement Program 
• Mifflin: BSU MH/MR 
• Montour: Columbia Montour Snyder Union MH/MR 
• Northumberland: Mental Health 
• Snyder: Columbia Montour Snyder Union MH/MR 
• Union: Columbia Montour Snyder Union MH/MR 

 
HIV/AIDS:  The North Central District AIDS Coalition is the regional 
clearinghouse on HIV/AIDS for Centre, Clinton, Columbia, Lycoming, Montour, 
Northumberland, Snyder, and Union Counties.  AIDS Planning Coalition of 
South Central PA is the regional clearinghouse on HIV/AIDS for Adams, 
Bedford, Blair, Cumberland, Fulton, Huntingdon, Juniata, Lebanon, Mifflin, and 
Perry, Counties.  The Southwestern PA AIDS Planning Coalition represents 
Cambria and Somerset Counties.  They focus on prevention, education and 
care.  The following are the HIV/AIDS providers in the CH Region: 
• Adams: AIDS Community Resource Program 
• Blair: AIDS Intervention Project 
• Centre: The AIDS Project 
• Columbia: Caring Communities for AIDS 
• Franklin: Keystone Health Center 
• Lycoming; AIDS Resource Alliance, Campbell St. Family, Youth & 

Community Assoc., Center for Independent Living of NC PA 
• Union: Susquehanna Valley Women in Transition 
 
Employment Assistance:  As is the case with other services, employment 
assistance programs in the CH Region are not targeted directly to homeless 
individuals, however, homeless may utilize all available programs.  The 
following are the employment assistance programs to which CH Region 
providers refer homeless individuals: 
• Adams: Job Training Partnership Act Program 
• Bedford: Bedford County Employment and Training 
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• Blair: Blair Community Action, Blair County Assistance Office, Appalachian 
Intermediate Unit 08, Office of Vocational Rehabilitation Skills of Central 
PA, Salvation Army – Adult Rehab Center 

• Cambria: Cambria Co. Comm. Action Council, Appalachian Youth Services, 
Norcam, United Way, Goodwill Industries, Keystone Economic Development 
Corp, Hiram G Andrews Center, Greater Johnstown Career and Technology 
Center 

• Clinton: Job Training Partnership Act – Clinton Co Government, Salvation 
Army – Horizon House 

• Columbia: Job Training Partnership Act 
• Cumberland: Community Action Commission – Carlisle & Shippensburg, 

SETCO, Carlisle Job Center, Opportunities Industrialization Center, Office of 
Vocational Rehab, Cumberland County Coalition for Shelter, Rural 
Opportunities, Inc. 

• Franklin: Franklin County Shelter SCCAP, SPOC, Job Center, JTPA, The 
House of Grace 

• Lebanon: Housing Authority Social Services, SETCO 
• Lycoming: Step, Penn College, Dept of Public Welfare, Welfare to Work, 

JTPA 
• Mifflin: Adult Education & Training, Skills, Square One 
• Montour: Montour Co JTPA 
• Northumberland: Northumberland Co Adult Services 
• Perry: Setco-New Bloomfield 
• Snyder: Union Snyder County JTPA, AAA Senior Employment Services, 

Office of Human Resources 
• Somerset: Tableland Services, Inc. 
• Union: Union Snyder County JTPA, AAA Senior Employment Services, Office 

of Human Services 
 
Child Care:  The following are the licensed child care programs utilized by 
homeless families: 
• Adams: Adams Co. Shelter/SCCAP 
• Bedford: Child Care Information Services 
• Blair: Day Care Services of Blair County, Hollidaysburg YMCA 
• Cambria: Cambria County Child Development, The Care Zone, Cambria 

Heights SALL, Coremaugh Valley SALL, Eastside Elementary SALL, 
Ebenburg SALL, Forest Hill SALL, Jackson Elementary SALL, Laurel Crest 
Day Care, Oakhurst Day Care, Penn Cambria SALL, Prospect Community 
SALL, Westside Elementary SALL, Women's Help Center 

• Clinton: Lock Haven Day Care, Bi-County Daycare, All Things Bright & 
Beautiful, Building Blocks, Whiz Kids Inn, Salvation Army Horizon House 

• Columbia: Child Care Connections, Columbia Child Development Program, 
Columbia County Family Center 

• Cumberland: Child Care Network, Carlisle Early Education Center, YMCA 
• Franklin: Parent Select 
• Lebanon: Housing Authority Social Services, Luther Care, Child Bank of 

Lebanon County 
• Lycoming: Step, Inc., Lycoming Child Care Services 
• Mifflin: SUM Child Development, Child Care Choices, Coleman House, Early 

Years Child Care Centers 
• Northumberland: Child Care Alternative's 
• Perry: Perry Human Services, Child Care Network 
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• Snyder: Community Child Care, Children's Discovery, St Paul's CC, 
Subsidy: Child Care Choices 

• Somerset: Somerset County Day Care 
• Union: Community Child Care, Children's Discovery, St Paul's CC, Subsidy: 

Child Care Choices 
 
Housing Placement:  Like case management and life skills training, housing 
placement is generally conducted by each shelter, transitional housing and 
permanent supportive housing program.  The following are the housing 
placement programs in the CH Region: 
• Bedford: Bedford-Fulton Housing Services 
• Blair: Skills, Home Nursing Agency - AIDS Intervention Project 
• Cambria: Johnstown Housing Authority -Bridge Housing, Salvation Army - 

Johnstown 
• Centre: Interfaith Mission 
• Clinton: Clinton County Housing Authority, Salvation Army-Horizon House 
• Columbia: Human Services 
• Cumberland: Cumberland Co Housing & Redevelopment Authority, Family 

Public Housing, Cumberland Co Rental Assistance Program 
• Lycoming: Salvation Army 
• Mifflin: Housing Authority 
• Montour: Gatehouse 
• Snyder: American Red Cross - Snyder, Snyder Co Ass't. Office (deposit, 

initial rental costs), Office of Human Resources, Su Wit, Haven Ministries, 
MH/MR 

• Union: American Red Cross - Snyder, Snyder Co Ass't. Office (deposit, 
initial rental costs), Office of Human Resources, Su Wit, Haven Ministries, 
MH/MR 

 
Services planned No specific new supportive services are planned.  However, the 
People First Housing Work Group plans to contact agencies knowledgeable about 
creative sources of funds for services such as the Corporation for Supportive 
Housing, the Technical Assistance Collaborative, and the National Alliance to End 
Homelessness to discuss strategies to increase funding for supportive services, 
outside the McKinney-Vento CoC.   They also plan to develop short- and long-term 
strategies for maximizing the effectiveness of current funds and generating new 
dollars and resources for services. 
 
How homeless persons access/receive assistance: Typically, as described, 
homeless individuals and families access these services through their case 
manager in their shelter, transitional housing, or permanent supportive housing 
program. 

 
This concludes the verbatim insert of the regional continuum of care plan. 
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E. Emergency Shelters 
 
The City of Altoona receives approximately $89,000 of Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) 
Funds annually, which is distributed to several existing human service agencies in their 
role of providing a continuum of care for the homeless and those in danger of becoming 
homeless.   
 
Traditionally, the City has funded agencies that provide homeless prevention activities 
and emergency and transitional shelters, and it is our intention, over the next five years, 
to continually supplement the services being provided by these agencies in order to 
prevent homelessness. 
 
Blair Senior Services, St. Vincent De Paul, and Home Nursing Agency’s HIV Program use 
ESG funds for payments to assist clients who are faced with eviction or utility 
terminations in order to keep them from becoming homeless. It is estimated that over 
the next five year period approximately $54,000.00 will be administered for these 
homeless prevention activities.  
 
Emergency Shelter, Inc., Family Services, Inc., Skills of Central PA, Blair County 
Community Action and the Home Nursing Agency/Blair House receive operational 
subsidies for their emergency and transitional shelters.  These include shelters for in-tact 
families, domestic abuse and run-away youth, single adult men, and people with mental 
health problems.  Over the next five years the City will expend approximately 
$205,000.00 for these services. 
 
The City of Altoona responds to the needs of these agencies annually, and while the 
funding has remained relatively consistent, we are also flexible enough to reconfigure our 
assistance in reaction to short term emergency needs.  The amount allocated to each 
agency annual may vary. 
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IV  Community Development 
 
 
A. Community Development 
 

The decrease in Community Development Block Grant funding for the City of Altoona 
over the past several years and the 15% limit on Public Service activities has created an 
obstacle in funding all requests for this category.  

 
1. Priority Need – Housing 

 
01 Acquisition of Real Property (570.201(a)  
Altoona will continue its project of acquisition, demolition and construction of low/mod 
housing in the Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area. It is projected to cost 
$90,000 to finish acquisition and demolition of 10 housing units and 1 business. 
 

2. Priority Need – Prevention and Elimination of Blight 
 
Objective: The housing objectives for the city of Altoona are to remove all blighted 
property in such a time frame so as to discourage the spread of blight in any 
neighborhood.  The U.S. census of 2000 demonstrates the city’s success with this 
activity.  The City averages removing 10 to 12 blighted units a year or approximately 
50 blighted units in the next 5 years. 
 
Another housing objective is to maintain low/mod income persons in the housing that 
they own.  This is accomplished through the housing rehab program for eligible 
homeowners.  Two thirds of the city of Altoona residents are homeowners.  Rental 
assistance housing rehab is offered to landlords on a 50-50 basis. One half of the cost 
of rehab is borne by HOME dollars in return for a 5 year period of eligibility.  The 
number of landlord participants has recently decreased because of the lead 
abatement requirements.  The City rehabilitates an average of 15 units per year. 
 
04 Clearance the Demolition (570.201(d) 
The City of Altoona, through the Altoona Redevelopment Authority, maintains an 
aggressive program to remove blighted properties that are a detriment to a 
neighborhood, adding to unsuitable and unsafe living conditions and causing 
neighborhood deterioration. CDBG will be used to fund the removal of 10 to 12 
blighted units per year, with the removal of 50 to 60 units in this five-year plan.  
Estimated funding over 5 years is $500,000. 
 
A contract with the ABCD Corporation provides maintenance services for the City’s 
Blighted Property Program.  Services include securing dilapidated structures, cleaning 
and mowing city owned lots, and snow removal.  This project will secure 
approximately 50 units per year.  Estimated funding over 5 years is $600,000. 
 

3. Priority Need – Economic Development 
 
Objective: Encourage the development of new economic activity and the retention 
and expansion of existing businesses, provide additional tax revenues, expand 
employment opportunities to low and moderate income persons, and diversify the 
economy to make it stable over the long-term.  Continually work to strengthen the 
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downtown with a balanced mix of office, retail, service, entertainment, cultural, 
residential, and institutional uses.   
 
The City has and will continue to obligate funding to the Economic Development Loan 
Fund Program which has produced an average of 11 low/moderate income jobs per 
year.  This is a revolving loan fund program that continually replenishes itself through 
repayment of loans.  This project will provide an estimated 55 low/moderate income 
jobs over the next 5 years. 
 
18A ED Direct Financial Assistance to For Profits (570.203(a) 
18B Technical Assistance (570.203(b) 
18C Micro Enterprise Assistance (570.203(b) 
Altoona helps create employment opportunities through an agreement with the 
Altoona-Blair County Development Corporation.  An Economic Development Revolving 
Loan fund and its annual program income are used to provide financing for businesses 
that create new jobs for low-moderate income persons.  In recent years, an average 
of 11 new jobs per year have been created for low-moderate income persons.  The 
contract also provides technical assistance to prospective borrowers and management 
of EDLF loan requirements. Estimated funding for 5 years $2,173,000. 
 
The city also provides a match for a Downtown Commercial Reinvestment Manager to 
provide technical services for developing the downtown.   This would provide part of 
the local match to leverage State dollars. Project estimates assistance to 16 
businesses.   Estimated funding for 5 years $200,000. 
 

4. Ranked Need - Infrastructure 
 
Objective: The City will continue to obligate funding to replace aging water, flood 
drainage and sanitary sewer systems with a combined effort from the Altoona City 
Authority in qualifying low/moderate income areas of the City.  The City will also 
continue to fund street improvement projects and physically disabled accessibility 
projects as they are submitted to the city for funding.   Estimated funding for these 
projects is $4,850,000. 
 
03E Neighborhood Facilities 570.201(c) 
Upgrade of mechanics in existing community center located in low/moderate income 
neighborhood of the City of Altoona.  Funding for a 1 year period $22,500. 
 
03F Parks, Recreational Facilities 570.201(c) 
The City of Altoona through the Urban Redevelopment Law has established a plan 
that was adopted by City Council on January 7,2003, and the proposal adopted on 
August 27, 2003, to eliminate slum and blight by creating a city gateway park.  
Through this proposal the City will accumulate four tracts of land for the creation of 
open space beautification.  Estimated funding over the next two years is $90,000. 
 
03I Flood Drain Improvements 570.201(c) 
03J Water/Sewer Improvements 570.201(c) 
03K Street Improvements 570.201(c) 
03L Sidewalks 570.201(c) 
The City will provide funding for infrastructure improvements to address the needs of 
low-moderate income areas and individuals of the City of Altoona.  The City is 
projecting the following projects over the next 5 years.  Estimated funding for these 
projects is $4,850,000. 
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Flood Drain Improvements      $1,500,000 
Water/Sewer Improvements      $1,100,000 
Street Improvements       $1,000,000 
Sidewalk Improvements/Handicapped Ramps   $1,250,000 
 

5. Ranked Need – Services: 
 
Objective: Continue support of social service activities in the City of Altoona for 
low/moderate income individuals and families.  These services include childcare, 
senior and youth recreation programs, Library outreach services, transportation 
services and crime awareness. The City will assist in the cost of providing these 
services to eligible low/moderate individuals with an estimate of serving 
approximately 20,000 individuals at a total cost of $2,377,500 over the next five 
years. 
 
The City has provided for the following public services and will continue to fund 
throughout the term of the consolidated plan.  Estimated funding for 5 years 
$2,377,500. 
 
05 Public Services (General) 570.201(e) 
The City has and will continue to fund an Intergenerational Outreach Program 
provided by the Altoona Area Public Library.  This program provides library services 
and programs to benefit low/moderate income senior citizens and children that would 
otherwise not be served.  This program delivers services to the Altoona Housing 
Authority’s Fairview Hills, Improved Dwellings of Altoona’s Blair Senior Tower, after 
school programs at several elementary schools and headstart classrooms at Steven’s 
School.  Program will assist approximately 150 seniors and children.  Estimated 
funding for 5 years $80,000. 
 
05A Senior Services 570.201(e) 
Blair County Senior Services Center will provide recreational activities to an estimated 
225 seniors yearly.  Estimated funding for 5 years $35,000. 
 
 
05D Youth Services 570.201(e) 
The Blair County Recreation and Park Commission will provide recreational 
opportunities to approximately 130 low/moderate income city children per year by 
providing subsidized enrollment into programs such as elementary basketball, 
football, cheerleading, etc. Estimated funding for 5 years $57,500. 
 
05E Transportation Services 570.201(e) 
Amtran will provide bus service in low/moderate income areas of the City.  This 
service will assist 6,532 people based on CT &BG.  Estimated funding for 5 years 
$250,000. 
 
05I Crime Awareness 570.201(e) 
The Altoona Police Department will operate a crime awareness program in the 
low/moderate income areas of the City.  The goal is to execute a proactive approach 
to law enforcement by instituting traditional and nontraditional enforcement and 
patrol techniques with focus on problem solving within designated neighborhoods.  
Positive and routine personal contact within these designated areas will provide a 
better working relationship with the residents and the officers.  This service will be 
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provided to an estimated 12,804 individuals residing in low/moderate income areas of 
the City as designated by the U. S. Census.  Estimated funding for 5 years 
$1,825,000. 
 
05L Child Care Services 570.201(e) 
The City of Altoona provides funding for two local day care facilities to provide child 
care costs for parents who are participating in job related training; for parents who 
are waiting for state subsidized funds; and to assist adults who are attending short 
term drug and alcohol rehabilitation.  These services will assist approximately 92 
low/moderate income children. Estimated funding for 5 years $100,000. 
 

6. Support Need - Planning and Administration: 
 
Objective: The preparation of the Consolidated Plan, Action Plans, IDIS, and CAPER 
is vital to ensuring compliance with HUD regulations and for providing funding for 
needed services for CDBG Targeted Areas and residents. Additional studies may also 
need to be undertaken in order to determine the future needs of residents in eligible 
areas.   Also the continued update of the Comprehensive Plan for Altoona, 
administering and modifying the Zoning and Subdivision/Land Development 
Ordinances to encourage appropriate development must continue.  As a recipient of 
HUD funding, the City of Altoona will affirmatively further fair housing by identifying 
impediments and take appropriate actions to eliminate housing discrimination through 
the promotion of using educational programs, research and community involvement.   
Estimated funding for 5 years $3,000,000. 
 
21A General Program Administration (570.306) 
Updating the Comprehensive Plan for Altoona, administering and modifying the 
Zoning and Subdivision/Land Development Ordinances to encourage appropriate 
development must continue.  The Planning and Community Development Department 
will continue to administer the City entitlement funds.  Estimated funding for 5 years 
$2,750,000. 
 
The City will continue education and outreach activities for the Fair Housing Program.  
Estimated funding for 5 years $250,000. 

 
 
B. Central Altoona Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area 
 

1. Background 
The City’s Comprehensive Plan, suggests that the City create plans that would be 
more neighborhood-specific, and identify and address issues and concerns specific to 
the targeted neighborhood. The first neighborhood chosen for this new revitalization 
plan was the area of Altoona known as Logantown. .This area had some limitations in 
meeting the NRSA economic criteria, and the adjoining downtown area was 
subsequently added to the plan in 2004. The inclusion in the 2005-2009 Consolidated 
Plan signals the City’s desire to continue this program for another five year period. 
 
This neighborhood was selected for various reasons, including: 
 its proximity to a neighborhood revitalization effort that took place in the 1990’s. 

The project was known as "Renaissance I" and extended from Seventh Street to 
Thirteenth Street, including Lexington and Fourteenth Avenues and portions of 
Howard Avenue; 
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 the potential for continuing the revitalization of the downtown neighborhood and 
business district; 

 a high percentage of low- and moderate-income persons which makes the area 
eligible for certain funds, including Community Development Block Grants; 

 general neighborhood stability; 
 the willingness of the residents to participate in the process; 
 interest and active participation of businessmen in the downtown area; 
 the development taking place around the neighborhood including the expansion of 

the Altoona Hospital, Penn State Altoona Campus, and the development of Station 
Medical Center; 

 the historic integrity in the neighborhoods; and 
 the redevelopment of an underutilized section of a business district. 

 
The NRSA is meant to address housing, economic development and to a lesser extent, 
neighborhood-related issues facing residents of Logantown and downtown businesses. 
Program and project proposals are recommended within the framework of an active 
neighborhood. Project goals for the neighborhood include: 
 Restoration of residential vitality; 
 Making capital improvements, including sidewalk and street repair, and 

infrastructure; 
 Involving residents in establishing priorities and making recommendations; 
 Increasing the number of homeowners; 
 Providing incentives for housing rehabilitation and new construction; 
 Creating or improving recreation opportunities; 
 Protecting the neighborhood’s historic resources; 
 Providing opportunity for employment, job training, and business expansion; and 
 Creating opportunity for business development and housing in the downtown. 

 
These objectives are addressed in more detail in the Logantown/Central Business 
District Comprehensive Service Program, Altoona Neighborhood Empowerment 
Project. That plan has a ten year life cycle, which winds down in 2007. This plan 
proposed to: 
 determine the needs and wants of the residents and property owners; 
 identify the funding programs that exist to meet those needs; 
 recommend creation of programs that do not exist to address unmet needs; 
 identify the agencies (partners) to help implement the plan; 
 identify the funding sources to help implement the plan; and 
 change the City’s Comprehensive Plan, especially relating to land use, zoning, etc. 

 
The outcome of this planning process is a set of recommendations that will enhance 
the quality of life and the environment within the neighborhood. It is understood that 
this is a working document, expected to grow as funding opportunities and project 
partners change. Its successes will depend on existing resources, community support, 
and priority relative to other community planning initiatives. Those involved in the 
creation of this Plan strongly encourage the City of Altoona to recognize and support 
this plan and consider its recommendations closely in upcoming budget deliberations. 
Success will also depend on the efforts of residents to keeping projects moving after 
the first phases of the plan have been implemented.  
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2. Boundary & Area Description  
 

The Central Altoona Revitalization Strategy Area is a rectangular-shaped area that lies 
north of Seventeenth Street. It includes all of the traditional downtown, the hospital 
and related medical complexes, and the former Station Mall, which is being converted 
into a medical facility. The remaining land is mostly residential neighborhoods. The 
Strategy Area boundaries are concurrent with the census tract/block group 
boundaries for the particular area. The Strategy Area includes all of census tracts 
1007 and 1019. It also includes block group 3 in tract 1016, and block group 1 in 
tract 1003. 
 
Logantown 
Logantown is one of the more level parts of the City, but the topography rises upward 
toward the northwest corner, with Beech and Spruce Avenues exhibiting steep 
grades. The neighborhood is traversed by streets that are laid out according to a 
gridiron plan that runs parallel with the railroad tracks. The main avenues are 
oriented roughly north to south and the side streets intersect the avenues from east 
to west. Blocks are arranged as rectangles with longer streetscapes facing the 
avenues. The one exception is the main thoroughfare of Fourth Street, which exhibits 
a number of long streetscape rows. Like most other portions of the City, Logantown 
features alleys that run behind the avenues, with garages and other out buildings 
facing onto these rear alleys. The gridiron is not contiguous with the adjacent 
downtown street plan, but does correspond with the street grid in surrounding 
neighborhoods. 
 
Except at its western end, Logantown is somewhat isolated from the rest of the City. 
As is the case throughout Altoona, the railroad tracks separate this west side 
neighborhood from the east side. The only crossing points from west to east over the 
tracks occur at Seventh and Eighth Streets, at the southern end of the neighborhood. 
On the south, Logantown is segregated from the downtown by the massive Altoona 
Hospital complex. There is also a modern shopping area and the “Cricket Field House” 
which consumes about four City blocks immediately east of the hospital. This land 
was formerly the Pennsylvania Railroad Company’s park and cricket grounds. Fairview 
Cemetery, just west of the hospital, creates a physical barrier to north-south traffic all 
the way from Willow Avenue to the neighborhood's western limit at Eighteenth 
Avenue. On the north, the steep slopes along Juniata Gap Road serve as an effective 
barrier. In contrast, on the west, streets are generally continuous into adjacent 
neighborhoods. This residential area represents a continuation of the same 
development and grid system, except that the housing becomes newer as one travels 
westward. 
 
Only Howard and Chestnut Avenues continue through Logantown into the downtown. 
Chestnut Avenue is also the main connector between Logantown and adjacent 
Juniata, although Cherry Avenue also continues as a narrow residential street 
between both neighborhoods. Chestnut Avenue in Logantown is lined mostly with 
industrial and commercial buildings, plus some dilapidated residences and 
intermittent open space. At Seventh Street, Chestnut Avenue merges into a complex 
traffic pattern of one-way streets that lead to the downtown area or to the Tenth 
Avenue Expressway, which provides a downtown by-pass. 
 
Aside from Fairview Cemetery and industrial, commercial, and institutional uses at the 
eastern and southern fringes of Logantown, the area is predominantly residential, 
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with housing dating primarily to the period of the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. 
 
Downtown 
Downtown Altoona is the traditional downtown of the City. Like most downtowns in 
this region, it suffered through an economic decline through most of the second part 
of the last century. Despite this, it is not a desolate place. Retail and office trade 
continues, and is actually rebounding, with the help of the Altoona-Blair County 
Economic Development Corporation and the Greater Altoona Economic Development 
Corporation. Opportunities continue to present themselves, and are developed where 
appropriate. 
 
The downtown historically centered on the railroad and its depot. With the decline of 
rail service and increased reliance on the automobile after World War II, the 
downtown had difficulty maintaining its customer base, and began competing with the 
perceived auto-friendliness of new development outside the City. Many businesses 
relocated or simply folded. Attraction to the area diminished. 
 
Despite the loss of stature, the buildings downtown have remained in relatively good 
shape. Because of this, the downtown began to rebound in the late 1980s, and is now 
slowly regaining its place. The downtown consists mostly of three to five story 
buildings with retail on the lower floor(s) and residences above. It is not a level area; 
there is a significant change in elevation from the railroad to the flagpole at Gospel 
Hill. This limits pedestrian mobility, but is not a problem overall. 
 
With many of the storefronts opening back up, attention has expanded upward to the 
old residential and business office units. While the storefronts have been reopened, 
the residential and office units, not being as profitable, have not been renovated to 
meet current codes. They therefore sit vacant. Interest is now being expressed in 
these upper floors; some as residences, others as office space. 
 
Use of the Land 
Land uses, when divided between residential and non-residential, fall into two distinct 
geographic areas. The bulk of residential properties are located in Census Tract 1007 
and the western half of Census Tract 1019, Block Group 1. This is generally the 
original boundary of this Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area. The remaining 
land is primarily in non-residential use, comprising the downtown, and the old 
industrial lands adjacent to the railroad. 
 
The original plan included only Logantown because it was believed that sufficient 
expansion by the Altoona Hospital, and land sales by the railroad would open job 
opportunities to the residents of this neighborhood. Unfortunately, neither assumption 
has materialized in a way that would benefit the neighbors. However, the expanded 
NRSA boundaries recognize the new opportunities available in the downtown area, 
including the Boyer Candy Factory, Altoona Pipe and Steel, and the Station Medical 
Center. 
 
The majority of the uses are consistent with the zoning districts in which they lie. The 
mix of uses has worked well, although a few nonconformities generate additional 
traffic in the residential neighborhoods. The updated Comprehensive Plan and 
subsequent ordinance reviews have addressed land use and zoning, considering best 
and highest use, the reduction of nonconformities, and the input of landowners and 
citizens. 
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3. Demographics 
 
Demographics and data were garnered from Census data, the Consolidated Plan, and 
the Comprehensive Plan as it relates to the Logantown neighborhood. In addition, 
survey results were utilized. The data indicate some interesting trends for Logantown, 
both positive and negative.  
 
Population Trends  
Population trends are an expression of an individual community’s rate of growth or 
decline as recorded over a period of time. An examination of population trends can 
also provide a better understanding of some of the underlying factors responsible for 
a community’s general economic health. For example, municipal tax revenues, 
housing conditions, commercial and industrial development, are all interrelated with 
population growth or decline. 
 
In Altoona: 
The Census enumeration indicates that the population of Altoona has declined from a 
population of 69,407 people in 1960 to 49,523 in 2000, a loss of 19,884 people (29% 
of the population). This equates to an annual average decline of 497 persons per 
year, from 1960 - 2000. 
 
In the NRSA: 
A similar effect has been experienced in Logantown. The 1970 population of the 
neighborhood was 6,743. In 2000, the population of the area was 5,573, showing a 
decrease in population. The decrease was mediated somewhat due to the 
development of affordable housing by the Altoona Housing Authority. 
 
Housing Units  
Housing is a community asset assuring a sound tax base and reflecting, to a large 
extent, the general economic and social well being of the existing population. Housing 
unit trends can help in understanding the overall dynamics of population change. A 
housing unit, as defined by the U.S. Bureau of Census, is a house, an apartment, a 
group of rooms, or a single room, occupied as separate living quarters. 
 
In Altoona: 
In 2000 in the City, 13,219 units were owner-occupied (65.9%); 6,840 units rented 
(34.1%); 1,622 units vacant (7.5%). This shows a continuing increase in rentals, 
which constituted 30.3% of the units in 1970. Vacant units totaled only 3.5% in 1970. 
According to the Census, the City’s total housing stock has increased slightly from 
1980 - 2000. This includes owner- and renter-occupied units and vacant units. Blair 
County has experienced an increase at a faster pace.  
 
In the NRSA: 
The area has shown decrease in housing units vacancy, which is a positive sign for 
the neighborhood. In 1990, the vacancy rate for this area was over fifteen percent. In 
2000, this number shows at 13.6%. The raw numbers show a decrease in both the 
number of units and the number of occupied units. It can be implied from these 
statistics that the worst units are being removed from the market, thereby leaving 
better units for current and future occupants. 
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HOUSING UNITS IN THE NRSA 

Category 1990 2000 
Population 6,277 5,573 

Total Housing 
Units 

3,458 2,996 

Owner Occupied 914 731 
Renter Occupied 2,008 1,857 

Vacancy  15.5% 13.6% 
 
A brief mention of the rental rate in this area is warranted. The citywide rate is about 
33%. As can be seen by the chart above, the rate here is nearly twice that. In the 
Logantown portion of this strategy area, the rate is 50%, which reflects the 
predominately residential nature of the neighborhood. The higher proportion of 
rentals in the strategy area comes from the areas outside Logantown, which are 
predominately non-residential neighborhoods (i.e. the downtown and rail corridor). 
While it is beneficial for the long-term stability of a residential neighborhood if owner-
occupied units outnumber rental units, the opposite is generally true for non-
residential areas. In these areas, the rentals generally occur on the upper floors of 
business buildings, thereby supplementing commercial income in the urban core. 
 
Median Age Distribution 
Age distribution of a select population is a good indicator of the underlying dynamics 
of both population and housing changes. 
 
In Altoona: 
Median age is the middle value in a given sequence so approximately half of the 
residents are older and half are younger. The median age of City residents in 2000 
was 37.4, which is an increase of 4.2 years since 1980. The percentage of the total 
population over age 65 has wavered from 16.5% in 1980 to 18.5% in 1990 and back 
to 16.8% in 2000.  
 
In the NRSA:  
Median age of the residents in the NRSA have been older than the City median, 
however the data show that the gap is narrowing as the City gets grayer and the 
NRSA gets younger. This is also demonstrated by the percentage of population over 
65 and under 18. See the table below. 
 
In the original neighborhood surveys, the largest percentage of respondents was 62 
or older. The next largest group was age 41-61. It is likely that these results, based 
on a limited population sample, reflect the fact that 'older' people are more likely to 
respond to surveys and get involved in their neighborhood; but also they may have 
more available time than do younger families with children. Anecdotal evidence from 
several sources suggests that currently there is an influx of families with very young 
children into the entire NRSA area.  
 
DEMOGRAPHIC COMPARISONS BETWEEN THE CITY AND LOGANTOWN 

City of Altoona NRSA Category 
1980 1990 2000 1980 1990 2000 

Median Age 33.6 33.4 37.4 45.8 42.5 40.6 
65 & Over 16.5% 18.5% 16.8% 20.7% 20.2% 19.9% 
Under 18 26.1% 24.0% 22.9% 22.2% 24.4% 27.2% 
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Poverty Levels 
The economic stability of a community can, to a large extent, be measured by its 
poverty statistics. The U.S. Census Bureau has established that a family of four is at 
or below poverty if annual income is equal or less than $17,029. The threshold for a 
family of two with no children was established at $10,869. (2000 Census) 
 
In Altoona: 
In 1970, 17.2% of Altoonans were below the poverty level. Fourteen percent of City 
residents were below the poverty level, 9% of City families and 8.4% of County 
families. In 2000, 17.7% of City residents (8,496) and 12.9% of City families (1,637) 
were below the poverty level. This rate of increase is well above the increases 
experienced by the County and the State. 
 
In the NRSA: 
In 1980, 20.4% of residents were at or below the poverty level. In 1990, this figure 
jumped to 34.4%. 35.2% of the residents were impoverished at the 2000 census. The 
NRSA area has the highest poverty rate in the City of Altoona. The Altoona Poverty 
Map shows the distribution of resident poverty citywide. 
 

POVERTY LEVEL 
Who 1980 1990 2000 

County Residents 10.9% 14.1% 12.6% 
County Families 8.5% 11.0% 9.1% 
City Residents 12.3% 18.0% 17.7% 
City Families 9.2% 14.0% 12.9% 

NRSA Residents 20.4% 34.4% 35.2% 
NRSA Families 18.8% 29.0% 35.4% 

 
Family Income 
Income figures can be utilized to reflect the economic well being of a community at 
the household and/or family level. Family income is a more representative 
measurement in today’s economy because it considers the incomes of all working 
family members 15 years of age and older. Because many households consist of only 
one person, median household income is usually much less than median family 
income. 
 
In Altoona: 
Median family income trends for the City of Altoona have been compiled for the ten-
year period from 1979 - 1999. Over this period, median family income rose Citywide 
by $9,548. This compares to the increases experienced statewide ($14,861) and 
countywide ($10,897) for the same period. In 1979, median family income in the City 
was just $2,933 below the State; however, by 1989 the gap had increased to $8,246 
below the State. In 1999, the median family income for the City was $36,758 
 
In the NRSA: 
According to the Census, median family income was $15,494 in 1980 in the NRSA and 
had increased to only $21,521 by 2000. This is an increase of $6,027 over the ten-
year period, and is far below the County and State increases for the same ten-year 
period. The entire area included in the Area has been designated as low-moderate 
income by the Department of Housing and Urban Development, with the exception of 
block group 3 in census tract 1007. 
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Employment 
According to the 2000 Census, the unemployment rate among the available work 
force in the NRSA was 8.2%, approximately two-thirds of the city had lower rates; 
the Citywide rate was 4.3% 
 
The employment structure of the area appears similar to the City in general. The city 
and the area have seen a shift away from manufacturing to service industries in the 
past decade. The deviation is between the professional and management workers and 
the “front line” service workers. It may be that the higher-income workers who would 
likely be homeowners have relocated or do not move into the neighborhood. When a 
neighborhood is perceived as deteriorating, people are uncertain over which way 
property values and uses will go. 

 

PERCENT OF EMPLOYED PERSONS 1990 
Place Managm

t.Profes
snl 

Specialt
y 

Service Sales 
& 

Office 

Farmi
ng 

Forest
ry 

Fishin
g 

Constru
ct. 

Extract’
n 

& Maint. 

Prodctn 
Trnsprt 
Moving 

Altoona 
[21,218] 

24.3 19.7 28.8 0.2 10.3 16.8 

NRSA [1,644] 15.9 31.6 21.0 0.0 10.6 20.8 
 

INDUSTRY ALTOONA LOGANTOWN 
Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, Mining 0.2% 0.0% 
Construction 5.9% 6.7% 
Manufacturing 11.6% 14.7% 
Wholesale Trade 4.4% 2.6% 
Retail Trade 15.80% 15.6% 
Transportation & Warehousing 6.0% 4.0% 
Information 2.5% 1.2% 
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate 4.9% 2.7% 
Professional, Scientific, &c. Svcs. 6.3% 8.0% 
Educ., Health, Social Services 23.0% 21.0% 
Entertainment & Recreation Services 10.0% 15.0% 
Other Services 4.8% 6.0% 
Public Administration 4.6% 2.3% 
Class of Worker -- -- 
Private Wage & Salary Workers 82.2% 79.7% 
Government Workers 12.7% 8.4% 
Self-Employed Workers, Unincorporated 4.9% 2.9% 
Unpaid Family Workers 0.2% 0.0% 

 
The area is family-oriented, having a higher proportion of families (with and without 
spouses present) and lower proportions of one-person households and married 
persons without children than the City in general. However, there are higher 
proportions of single heads of households with children, especially female heads of 
households and this may correlate with lower incomes. 
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FAMILY MEMBERS 

Location 2 persons, 
No spouse 
or related 

child 

2 persons, 
Female HH, 
No spouse 
or related 

child 

Married 
w/Related 

child 

Married, No 
child 

1 Person 
Household 

Logantown 23.7% 21.6% 24.3% 19.2% 19.2% 
Altoona 9.9% 8.2% 22.7% 28.9% 28.9% 

 
 

Conditions in the targeted area are among the poorest in the City, according to the 
previous four decennial census. While the neighborhood is in a deteriorated state, 
much of physical and societal infrastructure is in place to make it a viable 
neighborhood and a better place to live. 

 
4. Community Participation 

Plan Development Process  
The most vital participant in a successful neighborhood strategy is organized 
neighborhood groups. It is recognized that, up to now, there have been few 
successful neighborhood-based revitalization efforts in the City. A major goal of 
neighborhood strategy is the involvement of residents and business owners in both 
designing and carrying out the plans. Completion of the strategy at the end of the 
intensive planning process is just the beginning in terms of resident involvement and 
leadership. A number of projects outlined in the Economic Empowerment Strategy 
section require leadership from a representative neighborhood group. 
 
Outreach Efforts 
Initially, information on the neighborhood was collected using surveys, the 1990 
census data, tax data, and neighborhood meetings. The plan update during the latter 
half of 2003 was done with 2000 census data, neighborhood meetings, and 
discussions with groups representing downtown business and property interests. As it 
was the intent of both these groups to have the plan in effect through this decade, 
this strategy was included in the Consolidated Plan itself in 2005, relying on the 
general comment process for any changes or additions. 
 
Neighborhood Perceptions  
The original neighborhood surveys and meetings revealed many unique and 
interesting findings for Logantown. First, of the people who live in Logantown, many 
have been residents for six years or more (82% of respondents). This, along with a 
high percentage of homeowners (about 80% from surveys, 51% actual from tax 
records) would indicate a stable population with sufficient incomes and interest to 
support a revitalization effort.  
 
Nearly two-thirds of the survey respondents indicated that the houses they lived in 
had undergone an improvement project costing at least $500 in the prior three years. 
However, most people also said that repairs, both minor and major, still needed to be 
done. When asked to indicate what repairs were needed, the top three responses 
were sidewalk replacement, weatherproofing, and painting. 
 
Plan Integration 
Throughout the development of this Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area Plan, 
the various organizations and individuals involved have endeavored to incorporate 
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and cooperate with other plans on the books or in the works. These include the 2000 
Comprehensive Plan, the Logantown Urban Redevelopment Area, and the 1997 
Logantown/Central Business District Comprehensive Service Program. Each of these 
plans contains goals and recommendations that directly affect the Logantown 
neighborhood. The Strategy Area will allow the synchronization of each of these plans 
and effect implementation with neighborhood residents with the potential, motivation, 
and organization to revitalize the neighborhood. 
 
Each of these plans carries the same basic goals, both for the City as a whole, and 
the neighborhood in particular. Each plan endeavors to strengthen City neighborhoods 
by encouraging homeownership, the rehabilitation of older buildings, promoting a 
sense of community and a sense of place in each of the neighborhoods, and 
protecting each neighborhood from incompatible land uses. Each plan proposes to 
accomplish this by organizing residents of each neighborhood to improve and invest 
in their surroundings, encourage new and expanded economic activity, provide 
employment opportunities, and ensuring the proper job skills are available for the job 
market. Through these efforts, the City as a whole, and the neighborhoods in 
particular, will diversify the economy and thereby stabilize it over the long-term. 
 
The neighborhoods and residents of the City continue to drive this process. The 
residents of the neighborhood have formed a non-profit organization to ensure the 
continuation of the efforts started in the late 1990's with the surveys, meetings and 
organizations formed as a result of the start of this Strategy. Those involved in the 
Comprehensive Service Program continue to meet monthly to further the goals of that 
plan and stimulate the economy with investments both in the downtown area and in 
Logantown. The City will also continue to play an active role in this neighborhood with 
active participation in the Comprehensive Services Program as well as monitoring and 
maintaining the Strategy through quarterly reports to the Planning Commission from 
the neighborhood residents or the Comprehensive Services Program. Through these 
efforts, it is expected that this Strategy will result in the renaissance of the 
Logantown neighborhood, substantial physical improvements, elimination of blight, 
new jobs and training for neighborhood residents, enhanced recreational 
opportunities, the blossoming of civic pride, and the establishment of a model for 
emulation in other communities. 
 
Throughout 2003, the Greater Altoona Economic Development Corporation, a local 
corporation organized to promote the area, developed a downtown revitalization 
strategy, which focuses on a large portion of the NRSA geographic boundaries. The 
projects proposed dovetail well with both the City’s Comprehensive Plans, the 
Consolidated Plan, and the goals of this Strategy. Where projects in that plan 
complement the goals in this plan, the City may support those projects in whole or in 
part through the NRSA. That plan is included herein by reference. 
 
The Review Process 
This plan is an integral part of the City’s Consolidated Plan and Comprehensive Plan, 
and, as such, will require the support of local government officials. The following 
parties, in chronological order have reviewed the plan: 
• Neighborhood meetings held July 24, September 9, and September 23, 1998  
• Draft prepared by City Planning & Community Development Department. 
• Draft submitted to Logantown focus group and residents for review and comment 
• Corrections/changes made; amended draft prepared by City Planning. 
• City Planning integrates this strategy into the Consolidated Plan for submission. 
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• Amendments to expand the NRSA geographical boundaries proposed by the 
Greater Altoona Economic Development Corporation. (August 23, 2003) 

• NRSA Boundary Change prepared by the City Planning Office. 
• Document subjected to public review and comment 
• Council holds public hearing on December 8, 2003 
• City Planning incorporates changes from public testimony and submits to HUD 
 
An amendment to this document in 2003 resulted from interest from the downtown 
businessmen, interest in having the NRSA and CSP/NAP geographical areas more 
closely aligned, and concerns from City staff that development patterns in Logantown 
do not foster job growth and retention, due to the primarily residential nature of the 
area. 
 
Funding for the creation of this plan was provided by contributions from three banks 
that participated in the Comprehensive Services Tax Credit Program. Those 
participants were C & G Bank, Keystone Financial (formerly Mid-State Bank), and 
Reliance Savings Bank. In May 2000, C & G Bank turned its interests over to 
Investment Savings Bank, and in 2001, Keystone Financial became M & T Bank. 
 
Additionally, City staff costs were covered by the Altoona Community Development 
Block Grant program. Four entities worked jointly to create the plan, including Blair 
County Community Action Program, Partners in Neighborhood Revitalization, Inc., 
Greater Altoona Economic Development Corporation, and the Altoona City Planning & 
Community Development Department. All four organizations are members of the 
Greater Altoona Economic Development Corporation's Housing Rehabilitation and 
Development Committee, the group that organized and helped implement 
Renaissance I. Those who participated on this committee during the development of 
this plan are listed in the Acknowledgements section of this document. 
 

5. Assessment of Economic Conditions 
General Area Conditions 
The Logantown neighborhood is an older area of Altoona. Its total population is 3,363 
with 143 minorities. The median family income is about $17,000, with a Housing and 
Urban Development low-moderate income proportion of 56.7%. Nearly three-quarters 
of the housing stock pre-dates World War II. 
 
The neighborhood is predominantly residential in nature, with business activity 
focused primarily along both Chestnut Avenue and Fourth Street. The widening of 
Chestnut Avenue to four lanes will provide opportunities to both redevelop existing 
businesses and establish new ventures in the neighborhood. The rail yards adjacent 
to Chestnut Avenue are located in a Keystone Opportunity Zone, which is designed to 
encourage redevelopment of this brownfield area. Chestnut Avenue is also included in 
the Altoona Northern Interstate 99 Enterprise Zone, which will also encourage growth 
of new business in the area. Both these zones will be discussed further in the 
Opportunities section below. 
 
An important element of the general economic condition of Logantown is the 
perception of the area by residents and visitors. This perception is greatly determined 
by the visual impact of the streetscapes within the neighborhood. Several streets in 
the Logantown neighborhood are in need of substantial streetscape improvement, 
including Chestnut Avenue, Fourth Street, and a number of residential streets. 
Improvements would include a restoration of the sidewalks and curbs to original 
condition, installation of street trees, and reconditioning or replacement of cartways 
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and lighting. In business areas, the improvements would also include installation of 
benches and bicycle racks for the benefit of local residents who are likely to walk or 
bike to their neighborhood businesses. 
 
The downtown area includes the traditional downtown as well as the underutilized 
land and buildings along the eastern side of the railroad mainline. This area has been 
in a state of decline for approximately forty years, however has recently begun to 
reestablish itself as a destination point. This area is predominately non-residential in 
nature, with a few residential pockets at the southern end. To the west of the tracks 
is an old small city downtown with retail storefronts, a post office, transportation 
center (buses, trains, taxis, and a parking garage), vacant upper floor residential 
units, and substantial amounts of elderly housing. To the east of the tracks is the 
former Pennsylvania Railroad yard in which now stands Altoona Pipe & Steel , the 
Railroaders Museum, the Station Mall, and smaller warehousing uses. To the south of 
the Station Mall is an underutilized industrial area and a higher-density residential 
neighborhood. The southern end is bounded by the Jaffa Shrine and Vets Field. 
 
Like the Logantown section, the vitality of this area is determined largely by 
perception. The City has expended extensive resources in the downtown to make a 
pleasant public atmosphere for drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians. Reinvestment has 
taken place in the downtown, and a major investment is proposed for the Station Mall 
property. Despite the positive improvements, the perception remains that since 
downtown Altoona has not regained its 1950 central business district status, it is 
"dead." 
 
Housing Conditions 
As mentioned above, Logantown is predominately residential in nature. This warrants 
a brief section on the current housing conditions in the neighborhood. Approximately 
75% of the houses in the neighborhood were built prior to 1940. These buildings vary 
greatly in their condition, ranging from blighted to excellent. 
 
The proportion of owners to renters is about evenly split in Logantown, with 
homeowners having a slight edge at 51%. The median value of the owner-occupied 
homes is just under $20,000. Both of these figures are lower than the City as a 
whole, but seem stable at this point in time. The average rent for the neighborhood is 
just under $170 per month, which includes units in Fairview Hills and Cherry Grove, 
which provide 141 assisted housing units for families in the neighborhood. About ten 
percent of the housing units in Logantown are vacant. 
 
When surveyed, the residents of the neighborhood indicated that about 57% of the 
houses in Logantown were in need of repair. The bulk of these repairs were minor in 
nature, requiring less than $7,500 to complete. Unfortunately, fifteen percent were in 
need of major repairs or demolition. The vast majority of these units are located on 
the east side of the neighborhood within the limits of the Chestnut Avenue Urban 
Renewal Area. In general, housing conditions within Logantown improve from east to 
west, with the public housing stock located in the section of the neighborhood with 
the least deteriorated housing. The housing focus of the strategy area will therefore 
be on the east side of the neighborhood, with ancillary assistance given throughout 
the area as needs arise. 
 
As was mentioned above, the traditional downtown area has a large number of upper-
floor residential units in need of remodeling or restoration for reoccupancy. In recent 
months, new interest has been shown in doing just that, and discussions are 
underway to find viable options to make this a reality.  The expansion of housing 



City of Altoona 2005-2009 Consolidated Plan 

 

Page 96 
Adopted April 27, 2005 



City of Altoona 2005-2009 Consolidated Plan 

 

Page 97 
Adopted April 27, 2005 

opportunities as a secondary use in the downtown Altoona is consistent with the 
zoning and the existance of three high rise housing units that are part of Altoona's 
"new urbanist" trend. Outside the traditional downtown, the residential pocket to the 
southern end of the Strategy Area is fairly stable and in fair physical shape. Outside 
Logantown, this area has the highest incidence of poverty in the City. The downtown 
has been included in the Strategy Area for the job creation and retention 
opportunities it provides. 

6. Assessment of Opportunities & Constraints 
Opportunities 
There are substantial opportunities for the creation of new jobs in Central Altoona due 
to its central location in the City and the region. While there are no large parcels 
under public control that could be offered for industrial and commercial 
redevelopment purposes, that land which is available, both public and private, should 
be more than adequate if properly utilized. The opportunity for job creation within the 
area will also occur within adjacent areas to the neighborhood that are within walking 
distance.  
 
(a) Neighborhood Assistance Program/Comprehensive Services Program 

In 1997, the state designated the Logantown and Downtown areas of the City as 
targeted neighborhoods under the Commonwealth's Neighborhood Assistance 
Program/Comprehensive Services Program allowing the establishment of the 
Neighborhood Access Center. As such, corporate sponsors were given the 
opportunity to contribute dollars to the program in return for 70% state corporate 
income tax credits. To date, the Logantown Action Council has been guiding the 
neighborhood revitalization efforts in conjunction with a number of other nonprofit 
organizations and the City. A ten-year plan was created with input from the 
neighborhood that addresses not only physical improvements such as housing 
rehab and creation of recreational opportunities, but also a significant number of 
social issues including job training and job readiness. The opportunity exists at the 
Neighborhood Access Center to become more involved in creating programs that 
address job training and readiness. 

 
Under the Comprehensive Services Program, local lending institutions continue to 
conduct workshops on credit counseling. The Logantown Action Council secured 
Internal Revenue Service determination as a 501(c)(3) private nonprofit 
corporation. They will be able to apply for various Federal and State grants to aid 
in implementation of both this Plan as well as the Logantown Council's. Plan. 

 
(b) Logantown Urban Redevelopment Area  

The Logantown Urban Redevelopment Plan and Redevelopment Proposal were 
adopted in 1998 in accordance with requirements of the Pennsylvania Urban 
Redevelopment Law and are part of the larger neighborhood revitalization 
strategy. At that time, the City examined various ways to eliminate blighting 
influences in a deteriorating neighborhood. The designation of this urban 
redevelopment area enables a focus of economic development activities, 
coordination of redevelopment of the area along Chestnut and Lexington avenues 
to promote optimum utilization of residual parcels following the widening of 
Chestnut Avenue, and integration of improvements into the neighborhood. 
Objectives called for through the redevelopment proposal are these: 
• elimination of substandard buildings through the acquisition and demolition 

process;  
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• restoration of buildings that presently exhibit deficiencies in long-term sound 
condition but are compatible with type and uses existing in this neighborhood; 

• development of residual parcels resulting from PennDOT right-of-way 
acquisitions; 

• installation and construction of public improvements including curb, sidewalk, 
street repairs/paving, water/sewer line reconstruction, and related 
improvements. 

 
Land use objectives include economically sound redevelopment that provides 
maximum return. The use of land has been made subject to regulations and 
controls specified in the Redevelopment Proposal. Properties along Chestnut 
Avenue will be replotted and redeveloped largely for Neighborhood Business uses 
with aesthetic requirements included. The Redevelopment Authority of Altoona, 
City Planning & Community Development, and the Altoona-Blair County 
Development Corporation will work to obtain tenants for commercial parcels and 
assist with redevelopment throughout the Urban Renewal Area. 
 

(c) Enterprise Zone and Keystone Opportunity Zone 
Two economic development programs in place have the potential to generate 
additional economic impact in the area. The first is the portion of Chestnut Avenue 
that is within the boundaries of a state designated Enterprise Zone. This area 
includes the portion of Chestnut Avenue that was recently widened to four lanes 
by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation. When possible, the residue for 
development upon completion of the access improvements was tied directly to the 
business incentives that go along with the Zone program, such as low-interest 
capital and tax credits. This land has been developed with professional offices and 
retail establishments, with one large parcel remaining which has been approved 
for development. 
 
The second initiative that could produce a positive impact upon the economic 
condition of the neighborhood is that the entire rail yard adjacent to the 
neighborhood has recently been included in a State-designated Keystone 
Opportunity Zone. The Keystone Opportunity Zone Program focuses on improving 
economic opportunities, focusing on industrial and commercial job creation 
through development within new and existing business/industrial parks and 
brownfield redevelopment sites. These tax-free zones provide substantial incentive 
for reinvestment by the private sector and it is hoped that some of the existing 
underutilized brownfield rail yards will be redeveloped over time for heavy 
industrial reuse. The Keystone Opportunity Zone designation took effect January 
1999 and has an abatement period of ten years. While the City and local economic 
development interests have been unsuccessful in having the rail yards 
redeveloped to date, the possibility remains, and the yards remain an opportunity 
for the area. 
 

(d) Downtown Conference Center 
The recently opened Pennsylvania State University Downtown Conference Center 
will be used to provide sufficient educational space for continuing and adult 
education programs off campus with easy accessibility. To date both continuing 
education and personal enrichment programs have been offered at the facility. It 
becomes imperative that every effort is made to identify and attempt to 
coordinate certain community empowerment opportunities at this training site. 
This may represent the best opportunity to integrate the university presence into 
identified training needs within the Central Altoona NRSA neighborhoods. If 
specific training needs are identified for NRSA residents, the University could offer 
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some programs, either unsubsidized or subsidized. It must be determined if the 
neighborhood could take advantage of any specific program offered at the Center. 
 

(e) Small Business Administration Satellite Office 
A satellite office of the Small Business Administration is now operating out of the 
Altoona-Blair County Development Corporation offices one day per week. The 
Small Business Administration and the Altoona-Blair County Development 
Corporation hope to meet with local lenders and potential small business clients. It 
is anticipated that there will be training programs offered at either the 
Neighborhood Access Center or at the Downtown Conference Center regarding 
small business start-up. The Altoona-Blair County Development Corporation will 
have the Small Business Administration conduct a small business seminar that 
may be advertised citywide and/or targeted to the neighborhood. Potentially, a 
job information center with reference library, hardware, software, and related 
materials supplied by the Small Business Administration may be built into the 
Altoona-Blair County Development Corporation offices. 
 

(f) Altoona Regional Health System  
In 2004, the two hospitals in Altoona came to an agreement to merge into one 
corporation called the Altoona Regional Health System. The new corporate 
environment for the medical industry may produce some opportunities for 
residents and business owners in the strategy area. The former Altoona Hospital 
facility – still operating as a hospital – is located in the midst of the NRSA, 
providing an economic base for development and opportunity in the area. 

 
(g) Station Medical Center Reinvestment 

The largest physicians group in Blair County has recently acquired what is now 
known locally as the Station Medical Center. This group has made an investment 
in redeveloping the property and converting it from a low-end retail use into a 
medical mall. This has opened up opportunities for the residents of the Strategy 
Area in terms of employment. The new medical mall opened in the fall of 2004, 
with expansions occurring as necessary from here on out. 

 
(h) Altoona Transportation Center 

The transportation center is located near the center of the traditional downtown 
area along the railroad mainline. This provides an important opportunity because 
all but two of the local transit agency’s bus routes provide regular service to this 
Center. The parking garage is also an asset to the downtown area, providing 
parking space for downtown employees as they go about their daily business. 
Both the train and intercity bus service provided here make intercity travel 
available to those who may not otherwise be able to afford it, and provide a point 
of entry into Altoona. 

 
(i) Underutilized Land  

The land on the corner of 12th Avenue and 15th Street is currently utilized by the 
city parking authority for a municipal parking lot. Discussions among several local 
officials with both the City and the Authority have indicated that a higher and 
better use of this lot could be made and may be viable. An enterprise 
development of this lot could provide a substantial number of new jobs for the 
residents of this Strategy Area, and could complement the existing downtown 
uses as well.  Similarly, there are underutilized lots and vacant buildings along 
Chestnut Avenue between 8th and 11th streets that also present opportunity for 
commercial development. 
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(j) Local Civic Groups and Businesses 
Many local and regional civic groups and businesses have had an opportunity to 
become involved in the future of Logantown in the last few years, particularly with 
the opening of the Neighborhood Access Center in Logantown. These 
organizations have taken a keen interest in the revitalization of the neighborhood 
and have invested substantial time, money, and resources into making Logantown 
a better place to live. Many of those organizations involved also participated in the 
formation of this Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area Plan, and can be 
counted on for future revitalization projects with Logantown as well as the 
Downtown area. 

 
(k) Neighborhood Location and Access 

One great opportunity Logantown residents have is the location of the 
neighborhood itself within the City of Altoona. Many residents are able to walk to 
the businesses within the neighborhood and surrounding areas, including Chestnut 
Avenue, Fourth Street, the railroad, hospital, as well as Downtown Altoona. 
Neighborhood residents also have convenient access, via car, to many of the 
major thoroughfares in the City including Chestnut Avenue, Tenth Avenue, 
Seventeenth Street, State Routes 36 and 764, US Route 220, and Interstate 99, 
enabling mobility not found in many other cities. Additionally, Amtran buses run 
through the neighborhood on a regular basis, offering mobility to those residents 
who may not have convenient access to a car. 

 
(l) Neighborhood Residents 

The residents of the neighborhood have been proactive in the various efforts to 
revitalize Logantown. When asked to participate via surveys, neighborhood 
meetings, or otherwise, the residents have always given a higher response than 
expected. The residents, on their own motion, created the Logantown Action 
Council to help direct redevelopment within the neighborhood. In addition, a walk 
through the area will clearly show that the property owners in Logantown take 
pride in their neighborhood and pride in ownership of their properties. This is an 
excellent base on which to build a revitalization effort in the neighborhood. 

 
Constraints 
As with most neighborhoods, there are also a number of constraints on the 
revitalization efforts in this area. Some of the constraints identified directly limit some 
of the opportunities listed above, while others are ubiquitous throughout Altoona. 
Many of these constraints can be overcome given a proper amount of time to 
assemble the proper resources, educate the public, and negotiate with private 
landowners or businesses where necessary. 
 
(a) Parking 

Logantown has two distinct parking issues. The first is the lack of on street 
parking for the businesses along Fourth Street and, to a lesser extent, Chestnut 
Avenue. This lack of parking can limit the number of customers patronizing those 
businesses. This in turn limits the business owner's abilities to expand or even 
survive. The lack of parking on Fourth Street also has a secondary effect on the 
residential streets which cross Fourth Street in the business area. Customers who 
are unable to park on Fourth Street will often turn onto one of the residential 
streets for parking, thereby limiting the spaces available for residents. 
 
The second parking issue Logantown faces is that of "parking sprawl" into the 
neighborhood. A few businesses in the area have the ability to create off-street 
parking lots for their employees and customers by razing older homes or 
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buildings. In some instances, entire blocks have been converted from housing to 
parking. This practice devalues the land, and locks it up into a low use where a 
real need for higher uses is being felt. As the parking lots proliferate, land 
otherwise available for business development is being taken, limiting the 
revitalization efforts in the area. 
 
A study by Rich and Associates for the downtown area in 2000 indicated that there 
was too much parking in the downtown, and some surface parking should be put 
into parking garages. The land formerly used for surface parking could then be put 
to a higher use. Put another way, Altoona is wasting too much prime downtown 
real estate for the storage of automobiles. 
 

(b) Common Perceptions on the State of the City 
The City of Altoona suffers from a negative perception of itself.  This perception 
generally takes the form of a pessimistic attitude about the future of the City. 
Even when the economy is healthy, many residents carry a negative outlook and 
believe a strong economy in Altoona is a fluke, and bad times are just around the 
corner. This attitude is common in single-industry communities in the so-called 
"Rust Belt" due to the collapse of the economy and lack of recovery in the middle 
of the twentieth century. The perception can be crippling to a community, 
particularly when those in leadership roles (government, business, and clergy) 
begin to think the same way. Altoona has been fortunate over the last decade to 
have leaders that realize that the future made by good decisions and diversifying 
the economy. Even so, the attitude remains in place with many citizens. 

 
(c) Conflicts Between Revitalization Efforts and Private Business Plans 

Even the best revitalization efforts can be slowed by the reluctance or inability of a 
private property owner or business to make concessions for the good of the 
neighborhood as a whole. One example was found during the development of this 
Strategy. The buyout of Conrail by Norfolk Southern has stalled local efforts to 
redevelop the brownfield rail yards immediately east Chestnut Avenue while 
Norfolk Southern assesses the assets it gained in the buyout of Conrail. 

 
(d) Small Lots for Businesses on Fourth Street 

The final constraint to be discussed here is the issue of small lots on Fourth 
Street. The size of these lots severely limits the horizontal expansion of 
businesses in this neighborhood business district, particularly on the north side of 
the street. This leaves little or no room for parking as was discussed earlier. The 
only way for a business to grow would be to acquire adjoining residences or to buy 
out adjacent businesses to expand. These constraints limit viable business growth 
primarily to Chestnut Avenue. Recent zoning changes along Fourth Street attempt 
to encourage the business development in this area. 
 

(e) Perceived Inaccessibility of the Downtown 
Downtown Altoona was the cultural and economic core of the region for more than 
100 years, and as such became a destination in and of itself. With the rising 
influence and convenience of the automobile, much of the retail trade has moved 
out of the downtown into areas better suited for automobiles. While the downtown 
had been accessible by rail, foot, streetcar, and many other modes, it is perceived 
to be inaccessible to the automobile, despite numerous physical improvements in 
the past two decades.  Current perception holds that automobile accessibility is 
determined by having acres of parking lot fronting all commercial ventures. 
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(f) No Overlap in Downtown Business Functions 
There are two identities in the Downtown: a daytime identity and an evening 
identity. Businesses and offices open during the “business day” are generally 
closed by 5PM, and businesses with an evening orientation, such as churches and 
theaters, do not generally open before 6:30. As a result neither type can benefit 
from the other type. Hours in the downtown should be rethought so each of these 
activities is able to benefit from the other and boost the downtown and the 
economy as a whole. 
 

(g) Industrial Brownfields East of the Railroad 
Given the presence of the Pennsylvania Railroad yards on these lands, and the 
common disposal practices prior to the environmental awakening of the latter 
Twentieth Century, any redevelopment of the industrial areas east of the mainline 
and south of 17th Street will likely require some cleanup or mitigation activities. 
This could prove cost-prohibitive, depending on what is found on these sites and 
the methods necessary to mitigate the situation. 

 
Given all the opportunities and constraints listed above, the overall assessment of 
Central Altoona for revitalization is excellent. With the economic incentives, zoning, 
and local organizations in place as well as the continued support of the residents, 
revitalization in this area will be a reality. 
 

7. Economic Empowerment Strategy  
The empowerment strategy for the neighborhood was developed as a result of the 
goals and objectives offered by the residents of the neighborhood during the visioning 
process conducted early in the development of this plan. The "downtown" business 
strategy is currently being updated by the Greater Altoona Economic Development 
Corporation.  The goals and objectives below have been categorized into one of three 
initiatives. The initiatives are community service, economic development, and housing 
development. Within each of these initiatives are two or more goals to be 
accomplished; beneath each goal are two or more observations related to that goal 
with recommendations on each observation following. 
 
Community Service Initiatives 
GOAL: Encourage every individual to become an active and effective citizen 

 
Observation: An advocacy group should be maintained in Logantown 
This plan, if used correctly, will be the basis of actions to be implemented by 
residents, property owners, City government, and local agencies. In order for it to 
be an effective, useful plan, one group needs to take the lead on implementation. 

 
Recommendation: Maintain a neighborhood advocacy organization 
It is in the best interest of the residents remain active in a group that can 
prioritize recommendations, monitor implementation, and encourage the key 
players to get involved. As this is often difficult for a neighborhood to do on its 
own, the Blair County Community Action Project, in cooperation with other 
businesses and agencies, has acquired space which could be utilized as for the 
Logantown Access Center. The Project has also hired a staff person who is 
available in the office to answer residents’ questions, conduct neighborhood 
meetings, and help disseminate information to the residents of neighborhood. 
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Observation: Volunteers are necessary to support service project coalitions 
Without volunteer efforts, many of the projects in this Neighborhood Strategy will 
not be accomplished. However, Logantown residents have shown great 
enthusiasm for revitalizing the neighborhood, and it is expected that enthusiasm 
will continue. 
 

Recommendation: Use the Logantown Access Center as the volunteer 
recruitment agency 
The Center is projected to be an organizational and facilitating force within the 
neighborhood for leadership development and for the development of a 
workable strategic planning process. The Logantown Access Center will serve 
as a catalyst for public and corporate participation in the assembly of 
professional expertise and financial resources and for the stimulation of public 
debate about issues. 
 
Investments in the identification and education of community leaders and the 
development of working coalitions are a primary function to be advanced as a 
result of this plan. The Logantown Access Center will foster “Neighborhood 
Pride” and “Pride in Ownership” campaigns directed at low-income property 
owners and renters living within Logantown. 
 

GOAL: Make social and health services available to all residents 
 

Observation: Cooperative relationships between local organizations and 
government are essential 
It is necessary to build the capacity of community and neighborhood organizations 
and to work creatively with government agencies on all levels so that social 
programs and health services are available to all residents. 

 
Recommendation: Use the Logantown Access Center to spearhead this effort 
The Logantown Access Center will serve as a community resource to provide 
space and outreach services to various agencies involved with social services, 
health services, human services, or government. Potential services include 
blood pressure screening, blood drives, well child clinics, employment 
counseling, utility mediation, elderly assistance, and interaction with local 
officials. In providing these services, the Center will make use of a broad range 
of resources from many agencies and offer a consolidated, simplified means of 
addressing them. The Logantown Comprehensive Service Program elaborates 
on these issues. 
 
Recommendation: The Altoona City Planning Commission should monitor 
plan progress 
The Logantown Access Center, or its designee, should provide quarterly 
reports to the Altoona City Planning Commission regarding the progress being 
made under this plan. The Commission's role under this recommendation will 
be to maintain and monitor the goals, recommendations, and benchmarks 
proposed herein. It will also allow the Commission to take a more active role in 
this community and become involved in some long-range planning, which has 
been the responsibility of the Planning Administrator and his staff for a number 
of years. This will also enable the Altoona Planning and Community 
Development Department to meet its obligations to the Housing & Urban 
Development Department under this Strategy. 
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Observation: There are no drug prevention or anti-violence programs in place 
Low and moderate income residents, particularly youth, are more vulnerable to 
the pressures to begin drug use as well as use violence and abuse as a means to 
resolve domestic conflict. 

 
Recommendation: Use the Logantown Access Center as a base for these 
programs 
As stated above, the Logantown Access Center will be used as a community 
resource for outreach programs. Included in this outreach will be aggressive 
crime prevention programs particularly focused on drug prevention and abuse 
abatement. The Comprehensive Services Program describes this concept in 
more detail. The Center will also be a field base for an expanded bicycle police 
patrol to provide a greater, friendlier presence in Logantown. This approach 
has been successful in other Altoona neighborhoods. 
 

Observation: Local residents are either not aware or are reluctant to utilize 
available services 
As is often the case, the local citizenry is simply not aware of the programs and 
services available through the government or philanthropic organizations. 
Consequently, they continue in the status quo when help is immediately available. 
 

Recommendation: Initiate a campaign to make residents aware of the 
programs available 
This recommendation advances the concept that there is a broad range of 
services available to Logantown residents, but that few people are aware of 
the full range available to them. Even fewer understand the confusing, 
conflicting, and often-inconsistent paperwork and eligibility requirements 
associated with these programs. The Logantown Access Center again will take 
the lead in this endeavor, using its knowledge of community resources to 
bridge the knowledge gap. Educating the residents as to the services available 
can take several forms such as features in the community newsletter, 
mailings, word of mouth, local access television, radio campaigns, and many 
others. By making residents aware the programs are available, they will be 
able to take full advantage of them. 
 

GOAL: Make the Downtown accessible to all residents 
 
Observation: Transit service to and through the Downtown is essential for its 
long-term vitality 
All but two of the transit authority’s routes serve the downtown, and all of the 
city-funded routes serve the downtown (the others are funded by the university & 
its students, and other municipalities). The routes provide good access to the 
entire City by centering on the downtown and moving through it. The Flash 
service provides a constant frequent loop of service exclusively in the Downtown 
area and Station Medical Center. 
 

Recommendation: Continue to support AMTRAN and its efforts 
The City provides an annual subsidy to the transit authority to leverage with 
other funding sources to provide safe, decent, affordable service to the City 
residents. The Strategy Area includes the focal point and ultimate destination 
of all these routes. The transit system can be utilized to provide access to jobs 
and services to the City residents, and boost the economic base of the 
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commercial activity there. AMTRAN can also be used to shuttle the elderly and 
disabled persons from their homes to the new medical mall.  
 
Recommendation: Update the Altoona Transportation Center facilities 
This facility serves as the hub of transportation downtown, and as a gateway 
to Altoona for thousands of people each year. It is in need of renovation to 
improve its functionality. These renovations would include structural 
improvements in the parking garage in conjunction with a long-proposed 
handicap-accessibility project within the “station” lobby area. With this 
renovation, the Redevelopment Authority should reconsider tenancy, as well as 
the terms of the various leases in place. To round out the services provided, a 
counter or ticket machine providing ticketing for US Airways to and from the 
Altoona Airport could be considered as well as shuttle service to and from the 
airport. Other minor improvements should also be made to improve traveler 
services and communications with taxi services and hotels. 
 

Economic Development Initiatives 
GOAL: Create employment opportunities through neighborhood-based 
community development 
 

Observation: Existing buildings can be adapted to new uses 
In many instances, the owner of an existing building is able to renovate the 
interior of that building to meet many of the needs of a small business. Once 
renovations are complete, the owner is then able to lease the building or portions 
of the building to small firms looking to start up or relocate to the area. 

 
Recommendation: Identify candidate buildings for adaptive reuse 
The Bankers & Barristers Building is an excellent example of older buildings 
that have been adapted to new uses. Partners for Neighborhood Revitalization, 
Inc. purchased and renovated this building, then resold into private ownership 
to stimulate the growth of business in Altoona. Using a similar concept, the 
Altoona-Blair County Development Corporation purchased the former vacant 
Playhouse Theatre property. The Corporation has been working in cooperation 
with Penn State-Altoona to redevelop the property as the Downtown 
Conference Facility. Opportunities for continuing education programs will be 
brought into the neighborhood because of these efforts. 
 
The Altoona-Blair County Development Corporation also worked closely with 
potential buyers of a former supermarket on Fourth Street. The vacant site 
was transformed into a new, locally owned pharmacy. In addition, the City's 
Logantown Urban Redevelopment Plan provides that certain development 
parcels be assembled which will support the business development once the 
highway is completed. The Urban Redevelopment Area reflects new 
commercial development opportunities to be made available in the targeted 
neighborhood.  
 
Recommendation: Capitalize on the Station Medical Center 
With the redevelopment of the Station Mall into the Station Medical Center, the 
City has an opportunity to partner with the occupants to provide meaningful 
jobs for City residents. This redevelopment project will become a new “anchor” 
for the downtown providing a regional destination providing medically-related 
goods and services. In conjunction with the redevelopment of this property, 
the City should capitalize on existing infrastructure to more closely tie this 



City of Altoona 2005-2009 Consolidated Plan 

 

Page 106 
Adopted April 27, 2005 

property into the traditional downtown. Such infrastructure could include the 
13th Street pedestrian crossover, the transportation center parking garage, 
and the AMTRAN Flash service already in place. 
 

Observation: Land is not developed to its full potential 
The area’s land use, while generally compatible with zoning and historical 
development patterns, does not make full use of the development potential 
permitted. This is especially true of the business areas along Chestnut Avenue and 
Fourth Street and the rail yard brownfields, but is also true in some residential 
areas. The issue of vacant residential lots and units was discussed above; this 
section will focus on the business areas. 
 

Recommendation: Use the full development potential of the business land 
The City, Redevelopment Authority, and the Altoona-Blair County Development 
Corporation will work with property owners and banks to assist potential 
developers in identifying and fully developing these properties. One major site 
for consideration is the parking lot along 12th Avenue across from the Heritage 
Discovery Center, which could support a parking garage with other commercial 
interests either above or beside it. Additionally, the redevelopment of the rail 
yard brownfields will require due diligence in redividing the land and 
redirecting streets for new viable business uses.  Additionally, the 
development of underutilized land along Chestnut Avenue between 8th and 
11th Street should be encouraged.  Property between First Street and the old 
Naval Rescue Center is perhaps the largest parcel of unused land in the City.  
Redevelopment of this land into a regional shopping center has been approved 
with construction to begin later in .2005. 
 
Recommendation: Strike a balance between parking and business needs 
When making changes to its various regulations and ordinances as a result of 
the Comprehensive Plan revision, the City included language which requires a 
property owner to balance the need for off-street parking in the neighborhood 
with the need to develop small neighborhood business and an economic base. 
This is not intended to outlaw the use of properties for off-street parking, but 
rather to review the situation each time to determine if such parking is in the 
best interest of the neighborhood as a whole. 
 

Observation: Need for financial incentives for business 
In order to maintain existing businesses and help with the creation of new 
businesses, special programs with grants or low-interest loans need to be created. 
This is especially true in the strategy area, where business development has been 
slow, or lacking altogether.  
 

Recommendation: Use existing and new programs to target business 
development.  
This initiative involves the provision of financial capital to firms in the target 
area who commit to create jobs to be filled by low-moderate income residents 
of the target area. In cooperation with the City of Altoona, the Altoona-Blair 
County Development Corporation sponsors an Economic Development Loan 
Fund. Below market rate interest loans are provided to companies who agree 
to create job opportunities for individuals who are low-moderate income at the 
time of hiring. 
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Another major financial commitment to the neighborhood involves the support 
of four local lending institutions, which have collectively made a ten-year 
commitment through the Neighborhood Assistance Program/Comprehensive 
Services Program. This commitment involved an $875,000 investment to 
support important neighborhood initiatives determined by the neighborhood 
and the plan. 
 

 
GOAL: Create job training and referral services 
 

Observation: There is the potential for many new jobs in the neighborhood 
The Strategy Area is actually home to some of the largest employers in the City of 
Altoona and Blair County, including the Altoona Hospital and associated medical 
complex, Norfolk Southern, Union Tank Company, Lumax Industries, and the 
Home Nursing Agency. It is anticipated that additional job opportunities will 
continue to be made available by many of the above-referenced companies, 
particularly health care-related employment and employment opportunities at the 
existing railroad facilities in addition to those available through smaller 
neighborhood businesses. 
 

Recommendation: Increase job readiness levels of neighborhood residents 
Work will be based on improving the personal development and job readiness 
levels of clients using the resources made more easily accessible because of 
the presence of the Neighborhood Action Center in the community. Corporate 
sponsors, volunteer trainers and presenters recruited from personnel 
departments, training organizations and staff, will provide insight into 
improving the personal capacity of each individual by addressing education, 
skills training, and job searching. The Neighborhood Access Center will have 
the responsibility to identify and develop leadership and facilitate public and 
corporate participation in the assembly of expertise and resources for the 
development of business and employment opportunities within Logantown. 
 

Observation: There is a need for personal development on the part of residents 
This primarily refers to the personal empowerment of the neighborhood work 
force. Many residents have skills that either are underutilized by their current 
employer, or have skills that are no longer marketable in the current and 
foreseeable job market. 

 
Recommendation: Empower residents with the skills necessary for the job 
market 
Education, skills training, job preparation and the transfer of information will 
be primary tools used in developing a job-ready labor pool. Residents will be 
able to participate in workshop, courses, and seminars which will deliver the 
tools and skills required by changing technology in the job market as well as 
economic changes in the market itself. The Neighborhood Access Center will 
carry the primary responsibility for the development of these programs. 
 

GOAL: Complete physical improvements to improve the quality of life 
 

Observation: Install or restore playgrounds and passive parks 
Residents expressed concern for the lack of a suitable playground or other 
recreational facilities for children. There are at least three opportunities in the 
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neighborhood, however current zoning does not allow by-right development of 
such facilities. 

 
Recommendation: Improve and create playgrounds and passive parks 
All vacant sites should be examined for development potential and 
funding/partnership opportunities. It should then be determined which site(s) 
provide the best location for recreation and/or housing. It is further 
recommended that residents and property owners take some responsibility for 
playground maintenance. This may be as simple as picking up garbage, 
painting benches, planting flowers with neighborhood children/youth groups, 
or as formal as a neighborhood group entering into an agreement with the 
City. Although the City may ultimately be responsible for maintenance and 
liability, residents and those who use the playgrounds can maintain visual 
appearances. Some funding for playground improvements can come from 
private sector contributions, fundraising efforts, and City recreation funds. The 
following three sites have already been identified as holding good potential for 
development as a recreational site. 
 
Logantown Tot Lot: A small “tot lot" is in place here, which was poorly 
maintained and neglected. The neighborhood has come together and 
reinvigorated the tot lot and it is a thriving playground today. Support for this 
lot should continue for the life of this strategy. 
 
Beech Avenue and Second Street: This is a third large, vacant site that has 
long been used as a neighborhood park. The park contains a small ball field 
and a grove of trees, but is generally neglected and underutilized. Efforts to 
restore the property to active use should be made during the life of this 
strategy. 
 
Gospel Hill: Gospel Hill is the historical center of the city and houses the most 
prominent feature of the Altoona skyline: a large American flag. Proposals in 
the past two years have been discussed for the revitalization of this park. Such 
proposals include the installation of an observation deck, accessibility and 
parking, and replacing Fourteenth Street between Gospel Hill and Heritage 
Plaza with a pedestrian parkway. 
 
Downtown Plazas:  There are several plazas in the downtown that lend 
themselves well for public gatherings. In the past few years several successful 
enterprises have been based in these plazas including a downtown concert 
series, a holiday celebration, political speeches, and a farmers market. The 
City, the Greater Altoona Economic Development Corporation, and the 
downtown business owners should build on these past successes and expand 
the number and type of events held in the downtown plazas. 
 

Observation: Streetscape improvements are necessary 
Throughout the neighborhood, numerous sidewalks and streets show age and 
neglect. Weeds take over at the curbs, tree roots lift up brick areas, and 
maintenance has been minimal. These all indicate the need for a streetscape plan. 

 
Recommendation: Streetscape Plans 
A streetscape plan needs to be created with priority areas noted. The 
redevelopment efforts within the Logantown Urban Redevelopment Area 
indicate many areas in Lower Logantown are to be repaired, including most of 
the streets. In addition to these repairs, the Logantown Action Council has 
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ranked important areas for sidewalk repair and replacement throughout the 
neighborhood. 
 
Sidewalk repair and replacement can cost $2,000 - $5,000 per property, which 
is a great burden to place on private property owners, especially when so 
many are at or below poverty. If Community Development Block Grant funds 
cannot be used, the Logantown group recommended that the City consider 
putting sidewalk replacement out to bid and contract with one company much 
like trash removal in some communities. The residents would contract 
individually with the chosen company who should be able to provide more 
affordable rates. The chosen company would have a contract with the City, 
renewable every two or three years, and would provide consistency in 
installation. 
 

Observation: Incompatible Traffic Patterns 
Howard Ave has become a minor arterial thoroughfare through the Logantown 
Neighborhood for area residents and commuters looking to avoid congestion on 
Chestnut Avenue. This has significantly increased the traffic flow on what 
originally was a neighborhood street.  The downtown is not accessible to 
motorists, particularly from the southern end. Traffic flows should be studied with 
changes in traffic patterns in mind. 
 

Recommendation: Address Howard Avenue Problems 
The widening of Chestnut Avenue to four lanes would has encouraged drivers 
to continue on Chestnut Avenue instead of turning off onto Howard Avenue, 
thereby removing a large portion of traffic from Howard Avenue. There are 
additional steps to take to return Howard Avenue to a residential street: 
• Allow parking on both sides of the street. 
• Remove the signal at Howard Avenue and Fourth Street 
• Eliminate East Howard Avenue completely 
• Reorient the two-way stop on Second Street at Howard Avenue should be 

reoriented so that Second Street traffic has the right-of-way and Howard 
Avenue traffic must stop. 

 
Recommendation: Redirect Downtown Traffic Patterns 
The current traffic configuration in the downtown discourages entry and exit 
for most City residents as well as most residents of the region. This is because 
of the one-way patterns that are in place on Tenth, Eleventh, and Twelfth 
Avenues. The direction of Eleventh Avenue, which is the “Main Street” of 
Altoona, is oriented so as to prevent traffic from the major arterial from the 
interstate, 17th St., from entering the main part of the downtown. It also flows 
the same direction as 10th Ave a block away, making northbound travel 
difficult. Similarly, the one way on Twelfth Avenue makes connecting between 
17th Street and PA Route 36 difficult at best. This road is wide enough for two-
way traffic. This two way would also serve to relieve the pressure on 15th and 
16th Streets at 10th Avenue for motorists exiting the downtown. 

 
Housing Development Initiatives 
GOAL: Improve Housing Conditions 

 
Observation: Deteriorated housing stock 
Many property owners in Logantown take pride in their property. However, a 
number of homes are showing signs of age and neglect, with a lack of continuous 
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maintenance or no maintenance at all in some cases. A 1999 study in Logantown 
indicated there were 139 properties that were determined to be in need of minor 
repair, 53 in need of major repair, and 11 blighted. The basis for this observation 
is a survey of five hundred buildings in the neighborhood. A different program or 
approach can address each one of these conditions. 
 

Recommendation: Slightly deteriorated housing stock  
Programs that assist property owners to make minor repairs needed to 
maintain the existing quality and condition of their homes should be developed 
and promoted. These programs could be conducted once or twice in a given 
year and primarily use volunteers. A prime example of this type of program is 
'Christmas In April' which provides homeowners volunteer assistance to 
perform minor repairs to their homes. 
 
Another option would be for the Blair County Community Action Project to 
target its Weatherization Program in this area. This program provides up to 
$1800 per house for rental or owner-occupied homes. It can make 
improvements such as storm windows, insulation, water heaters, furnaces, 
and other such devices. The Blair County Community Action Project also 
sponsored a Group Work Camp; in 1999 in which two hundred youth provided 
minor repairs and painting for the elderly, low-income, and disabled residents 
of the area.  
 
Recommendation: Moderately deteriorated housing stock  
Programs that assist the property owner with obtaining financing to complete 
substantial repairs or improvements to their properties should be developed 
and promoted. Several existing programs offered by the City of Altoona, 
Habitat for Humanity, Improved Dwellings for Altoona, or other local housing 
development agencies could be used to address these areas of need with little 
or no modification to the program. 
 
The Altoona Department of Planning and Community Development offers 
several loan programs through partnership or other agreements with local 
financial institutions. None of the current programs is tailored to meet the 
needs of the residents, however. When asked, several residents indicated that 
it would be prudent for the City to develop a loan program that is designed to 
meet the specific needs of residents to maintain properties. 
 
Recommendation: Severely deteriorated housing stock 
In most cases, the severely deteriorated housing units within the 
neighborhood are considered vacant. Suggested programs to address vacant 
units are discussed in with the next Housing Development Initiative Goal as 
well as under an Economic Development Initiative Goal. 
 
Those severely deteriorated units that are occupied can be addressed in most 
instances through programs that are used for moderately deteriorated units. 
However, the cost to rehabilitate these units would be significant and 
sometimes prohibitive without significant incentives such as Community 
Development Block Grant funds, HOME, or other Federal grants.  
 

Observation: Lexington Avenue Rowhouses 
The properties located at 209-217½ Lexington Avenue are single-family attached 
dwellings. These rowhouses were built as worker housing around 1900. Most 
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likely, they were not expected to last as long as they have. Floor and ceiling joists 
are wooden and run the length of the building, which can be a fire hazard as there 
would be no way to fire-separate the units completely. Current conditions are 
average to below-average, with several units owned by the same person, and 
rented to lower income tenants. 

 
Recommendation: Use rowhouse properties to redevelop up-to-code housing 
units 
The Altoona Redevelopment Authority will acquire all ten units, relocate the 
families, and demolish the entire structure. Estimated costs range from 
$400,000 to $600,000. The costs of new construction would vary, depending 
on the type of residential properties built on the land. The adjacent Kohler 
Appliance property will be included in redevelopment efforts. Private funding 
from a developer would help offset development costs to the City; however, 
some City subsidy should be projected. While demolition may be viewed as 
negative, the new construction, if compatible with the neighborhood, may 
spark further development in this part of the neighborhood. 
 

Observation: Landlords are not maintaining their properties 
As is common in many blighted neighborhoods, absentee landlords fail to keep 
their properties up to code. Further, the City's three code enforcement officers are 
limited and typically spend their time addressing emergencies and complaints. The 
time and funding necessary to carry out a concentrated code enforcement "sweep" 
is just not always feasible, although some have been done and have proven very 
effective in Logantown. 
 

Recommendation: Rental Rehabilitation Program 
This existing program operated through the Department of Planning & 
Community Development provides funding to landlords who agree to renovate 
their property. The City puts in 50% of rehabilitation costs and owner 
contributes 50%. City money is given as a deferred loan, meaning no 
repayment is required unless the landlord sells the building within a specified 
time. The owner is required to rent the units to income qualified tenants 
during the period of deferment. 
 

GOAL: Provide Ownership Opportunities 
 
Observation: Vacant lots 
Demolition of buildings has left a few vacant lots in the Logantown area. Proposed 
demolition of some other sites would open additional space for development. 
 

Recommendation: Infill development of single-family homes 
Relative to the City as a whole, a high percentage of Logantown properties, 
approximately 49%, are rentals. With only about 51% owner-occupied homes, 
neighborhood stability is limited. Rentals tend to have more transient 
occupants who move often and in many cases, leave behind a property in 
worse condition. Home ownership, on the other hand, tends to give residents a 
sense of stability, of long-term effect and influence. Buildable lots in 
Logantown must be used for owner-occupied homes sold to moderate-income 
families through special incentive mortgage programs (such as lease-
purchase) through local banks. Several banks have already expressed interest 
in this program, which should be pursued further by potential developers, such 
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as Improved Dwellings for Altoona, the Housing Authority, and Habitat for 
Humanity. 
 
Recommendation: Side Yard Improvement Program 
Vacant lots could also be offered to adjacent neighbors for side yard 
improvements at a minimal cost. This provides a property owner with an 
opportunity to improve the value of his residence. Properties most often 
disposed of through this program are lots with questionable development 
potential due to their small size, location, and topography. Such has been a 
policy of the Altoona Redevelopment Authority. 
 
Recommendation: Creation of Neighborhood Recreation Areas 
Another use of vacant lots is development as playgrounds, tot lots, gardens, or 
passive green space. This concept will be discussed further under an Economic 
Development Initiatives Goal. 

 
Observation: Vacant Housing Units 
There are numerous vacant and abandoned housing units in the neighborhood. 
Some are still structurally sound and are thus prime candidates for rehabilitation. 
Others are in an extreme state of deterioration with the only viable option being 
demolition of the unit. 
 

Recommendation: Demolition of Vacant Housing 
The City of Altoona Blighted Property Program is the principal mechanism used 
to acquire and rehabilitate or demolish abandoned housing units with the City. 
This is often a lengthy process, as ownership of the unit is often difficult to 
trace. Once an owner is located, the City is obligated to pay him whatever the 
fair market value of the property is determined to be. Often, property owners 
dispute this value and take the matter to court. However, once the City and 
owner reach a settlement, the City takes ownership of the site and then 
determines if the unit is a candidate for rehabilitation. The City then markets 
units considered eligible for rehabilitation and then sells them to private 
owners or local non-profit organizations for rehabilitation into owner-occupied 
or tenant-occupied residences. City staff thoroughly screens interested 
applicants to ensure quality control over the result of the rehabilitation. The 
City secures units determined to be beyond rehabilitation and then schedules 
demolition by a hired contractor. The City also gives property owners an 
opportunity to sign a “Consent to Raze” agreement as an alternative to losing 
the property through condemnation. In this case, the property owner gives the 
City permission to demolish the blighted structure using available funding from 
the program. To recover the cost of the demolition, the City files a lien on the 
property. 
 
Recommendation: Renovate vacant, single-family homes and upper floor 
units 
Interested parties could salvage and renovate numerous homes in the area if 
the City provided some assistance through any one of the various housing 
programs available. Each home would require an estimated subsidy of $5,000 
- $15,000 to make rehabilitation possible. This is still less expensive than new 
construction and helps to maintain the fabric of the neighborhood. It is also 
beneficial to recycle buildings and materials whenever possible. Moderate-
income families could then purchase the renovated homes as their primary 
residence. Homeownership provides a more stable neighborhood due to a 
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lower turnover of occupants, a strong tax base, and independence for many 
families. 
 

8. Implementation Plan 
 
Responsible Parties 
The following are the parties with various responsibilities under this Strategy. The 
specific responsibilities are listed in the chart under the Performance Measurement 
Section, below. 
 
ALTOONA: 
The City of Altoona, when mentioned in this general fashion, will indicate that multiple 
departments are involved in the project listed. When specific departments will carry a 
responsibility, they will be listed individually. The departments with specific 
responsibilities are the Planning Commission (ACPC), the Police Department, the 
Redevelopment Authority (ARA), and the Blighted Property Review Committee (BPRC) 
Where these departments have specific responsibilities, they will be spelled out under 
the Performance Measurement Section. 
 
ALTOONA-BLAIR COUNTY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION: 
The ABCD Corporation has been proactive in spurring economic development 
throughout the greater Altoona area for several years. The Corporation works closely 
with the Greater Altoona Economic Development Corporation in bringing viable 
projects to the City designed to broaden the economy of the region. Together, these 
two corporations have partnered with several local banks to form a Comprehensive 
Services Plan for the neighborhood as well as the adjacent downtown area of Altoona. 
The Comprehensive Services Plan forms much of the base for this Neighborhood 
Revitalization Strategy, and the parties involved intend to work cooperatively to 
achieve the mutual goals presented in each document. 
 
ALTOONA PARKING AUTHORITY 
The Altoona Parking Authority has jurisdiction over the parking facilities in the 
downtown area, including surface parking lots, on-street spaces, and certain parking 
garages. Through this plan, the Parking Authority has responsibilities relative to the 
redevelopment of the 12th Avenue parking lot site, and the renovations to the Altoona 
Transportation Center 
 
AMTRAN 
AMTRAN is the local transit authority. It provides service citywide, with all but two of 
its routes regularly serving the Altoona Transportation Center. The Downtown Dasher 
is a service which exclusively serves the downtown and Station Mall, entirely within 
the NRSA Boundaries. AMTRAN is called on to maintain good, decent, safe, reliable, 
regular service to the downtown. 
 
BLAIR COUNTY COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM: 
BCCAP is a non-profit organization offering a wide variety of community services to 
both the City of Altoona and Blair County as a whole. BCCAP is also identified in the 
Comprehensive Services Program as a key provider of the services recommended 
therein. The Program will also be responsible to implement many of the community 
service initiatives described in this Strategy, which dovetail nicely with those in the 
Comprehensive Services Program. 
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COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE PROGRAM BANKS: 
The Comprehensive Service Program and this Strategy would not be possible without 
the backing of corporate sponsorship. The sponsors supporting the activities in the 
neighborhood are Investment Savings Bank, M & T Bank, and Reliance Bank. 
Although rarely mentioned directly, these corporate sponsors will provide the backing 
necessary for the organizations identified throughout this Strategy as having the 
responsibility to carry out the program. A more complete description of these 
sponsors is found in the Comprehensive Services Program. 
 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: 
This non-profit organization constructs or rehabilitates houses for low-income 
families. The program requires the subsequent owners to provide "sweat equity" in 
the home, which simply means the owner(s) must help in the work involved in the 
house. The house is then sold to the family for no profit and no interest. 
 
IMPROVED DWELLINGS FOR ALTOONA, INC.: 
Improved Dwellings for Altoona works on a similar concept to Habitat for Humanity, 
but with a different method of achieving the same goal. IDA will purchase dilapidated 
houses and either rehabilitates them or razes and reconstructs a new house on the 
same site. IDA does not require "sweat equity" in the house, and does not always sell 
the house. There are several well-maintained rental properties throughout the City 
under the care of IDA. These properties were either renovated or reconstructed on 
the site of dilapidated housing, however IDA retained ownership in order to provide 
quality rental housing to the residents of the City. 
 
LOGANTOWN ACTION COMMITTEE: 
This is the committee of Logantown residents that formed after the neighborhood 
meetings where the goals and issues were defined. This is a very proactive group 
interested in moving the neighborhood forward, and will be primarily responsible for 
program not covered by existing programs of the other responsible parties. 
 
THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY 
The University has been involved in the creation of the Downtown Conference Center 
in the downtown. This Strategy proposes the use of this Center for several of the 
educational programs described under the Community Services Initiatives and the 
Performance Measurement Section below. 
 
Existing Programs 
A brief discussion of programs in place locally is necessary to give the reader a 
background of efforts made in Altoona to date. The programs listed here do not 
represent the full list of those available, however are the ones most likely to be 
applied in the strategy area. Contact information has been omitted for each individual 
program. For additional information contact either the City Planning office or the 
Logantown Access Center for contacts. 
 
TAX CREDITS: 
Low Income Housing: This tax credit was established to assist with the acquisition, 
construction, or rehabilitation of low-income housing. The credit is approximately 9% 
a year for ten years for each unit without other Federal tax subsidies and 
approximately 4% for ten years for units involving the 20% rehabilitation tax credit, 
Federal subsidies or tax-exempt bonds. The units must remain occupied by individuals 
with incomes below area median standards for a fifteen-year compliance period.  
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Neighborhood Assistance Program: In this program, a nonprofit organization applies 
to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development for State 
corporate tax credits. Once the application is approved, the organization can solicit 
contributions from corporations. This is an excellent fundraising tool because it allows 
the contributor to take not only a charitable contribution but also receive a credit on 
the corporate State income tax form in the amount of 50% of the contribution. For 
example, if a business gave $5,000 (in cash, materials, labor, or property), it will 
then receive a credit of $2,500 to be applied to their State income taxes owed. 
 
Comprehensive Service Program: In this program, a nonprofit organization applies to 
the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development for a ten-
year commitment of State corporate tax credits. Before applying, however, the 
nonprofit must have commitments for ten years of contributions, usually from one to 
three banks. This is an excellent fundraising tool because it ensures a continuous 
stream of income for at least ten years. Funds must be used for community 
improvement activities. 
 
WEATHERIZATION PROGRAM 
This program provides up to $1800 per house for rental or owner-occupied homes. It 
can make improvements such as storm windows, insulation, water heaters, furnaces, 
etc. 
 
HOMEOWNERSHIP PROGRAMS 
Locally, a number of agencies, buy and renovate single-family homes then sell them 
to families that will occupy them as a home, not a rental property. These agencies 
use various mortgage programs to provide financing and can do lease-to-own in 
special circumstances. 
 
INTERN PROGRAM 
The Southwestern Pennsylvania Heritage Preservation Commission offers summer 
intern programs for college students, both graduate and undergraduate. Interns can 
be used to organize neighborhood associations, arrange for volunteer paint-up and 
fix-up programs, create playground activities, organize tree planting, and much more. 
 
HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES OF BLAIR COUNTY 
A nonprofit subsidiary of Improved Dwellings for Altoona that offers budget 
counseling, closing cost assistance, and low-interest mortgages to low- and 
moderate-income homebuyers. 
 
PRESERVATION TAX INCENTIVES FOR HISTORIC BUILDINGS  
Preservation tax incentives reward private investment in rehabilitating historic 
properties such as offices, rental housing and retail stores. The properties must be 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Buildings that are listed either 
individually or in a historic district are eligible. The rehabilitation must meet certain 
historic guidelines. The building must be income generating, including commercial, 
industrial, or rental residential but cannot be used for a home that is a private 
residence. An application is submitted to the State describing the condition of the 
building and what work will be done. Once approved, rehabilitation can begin. At the 
end of the rehabilitation, another form is submitted, documenting the work and the 
cost. The building owner then takes the total cost, multiplies it by .2, and takes a 
credit on his income tax in that amount. For example, if an owner spent $20,000, he 
would get a credit of $4,000 against the federal income taxes he owes. It is 
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recommended that a property owner seek professional help in preparing forms and 
writing rehabilitation specifications before beginning. 
 

9. Performance Measurement 
The revitalization of the neighborhood will take several years, and is expected to 
outlast the five-year life of this Strategy document. Many of the programs in place will 
continue to be in place after the five years has passed; indeed, the Comprehensive 
Services Program itself will be in place until 2007. Also, the Logantown Action 
Committee, comprised of the residents of Logantown, will continue its function for 
many years to come. For performance measurement purposes, however, this 
document must confine itself to the five year period of the Consolidated Plan. 
 
The following table is to be used to monitor the performance of the various 
responsible parties under this Strategy. The table will indicate which party is 
responsible for which task, when the task must be completed, and which goal the 
task advances. To convey this information, the table is broken into seven columns. 
The first three columns indicate which goal(s) the task will advance. The initial 
column lists the goals in this Strategy, and the second column indicates which 
requirements in the Comprehensive Service Program and/or the 2000 Altoona 
Comprehensive Plan are addressed. The Comprehensive Service Program 
requirements are listed at the bottom of this page. The third column ties in the 
Consolidated Plan and indicates the objectives this Strategy will affect. 
 
The latter half of the table focuses primarily on the responsibilities under this 
Strategy. The "Benchmark Activities" column identifies each individual task to be 
undertaken to implement the concepts in this document. The next column provides a 
more detailed description of the task, including any break-down, or phasing, which 
may be proposed. The next column identified those parties responsible for completing 
the individual tasks, and the final column indicates when the task will be complete. 
 
This NRSA plan was initially drawn up to complement the comprehensive services 
program put into place in Logantown and the downtown in 1997. This comprehensive 
services program is expected to continue through 2007. For reference, the 
comprehensive services program special requirements affecting the development of 
this document are: 
o To substantially improve housing for residents and to provide ownership and 

rental opportunities. 
o To revise educational and job readiness levels of community residents. 
o To build the capacity of community/neighborhood organizations and to work 

creatively with City, County, and State agencies so that social and health services 
are available to all residents. 

o To encourage and assist neighborhood based community development which 
creates employment opportunities. 

o To create job training and referral services for adults and young people, including 
summer employment and in-school youth. 

o Develop an educational program for drug prevention and anti-violence initiatives. 
o Enhance volunteer recruitment training, placement and recognition to support 

comprehensive service project coalitions.  Encourage every individual to become 
an active and effective citizen. 

o Other activities that support the overall efforts of the CSP provided they are 
eligible activities for low-income persons and have prior written approval by the 
Department. 
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Neighborhood 
Goal Category 

Consolidated 
Plan Priority 

Need Category 

Program Description Participating 
Agencies 

Benchmark 
Activities 

Implementation 
Timeframe 

Community 
Services 

Human Services Maintain the Logantown Action 
Council and its activities 

NAC, BCCAP 6 meetings/year Life of NRSA 

Community 
Services 

Human Services Use the NAC as a recruitment 
agency for local projects 

NAC, BCCAP Quarterly 
projects 

Life of NRSA 

Community 
Services 

Human Services Provide health services to 
NRSA residents 

NAC, BCCAP Quarterly clinics Life of NRSA 

Community 
Services 

Human Services Monitor NRSA progress ACPC Quarterly 
Reports 

Life of NRSA 

Community 
Services 

Human Services Provide a drug prevention 
program to NRSA residents 

NAP, BCCAP Semi-annually Life of NRSA 

Community 
Services 

Human Services Provide an anti-violence 
program to NRSA residents 

NAP, BCCAP Semi-annually Life of NRSA 

Community 
Services 

Housing 
Economic Dev. 
Human Services 

Provide program awareness City, BCCAP Continually Life of NRSA 

Community 
Services 

Economic Dev. 
Infrastructure 

Human Services 

Continue to provide transit to, 
from, and within the downtown 

City, AMTRAN Continually Life of NRSA 

Community 
Services 

Economic Dev. 
Infrastructure 

Human Services 

Update the Transportation 
Center building and services 

City, APA, ARA Repair Deck 
Repair Station 
Install ADA 

2005 
2005-2006 
2005-2007 

Economic 
Development 

Housing 
Economic Dev. 
Infrastructure 

Adaptive reuse of older 
buildings in the NRSA 

ABCD, ARA, 
City, Private 
Sector 

Identification 
Develop Program 
Implement 

2006 
2006 
2007-2009 

Economic 
Development 

Economic Dev. 
Human Services 

Redevelopment of the new 
Station Medical Center 

Private Sector, 
City, ABCD 

As opportunity 
presents itself 

Life of the NRSA 

Economic 
Development 

Housing 
Economic Dev. 

Higher use of land across from 
Heritage Discovery Center 

City, ABCD, 
ARA, APA 

Study 
Design 
Construct 

Until 2006 
2006-2007 
2008-2009 

Economic 
Development 

Blight 
Economic Dev. 
Infrastructure 

KOZ-area rail yard brownfield 
redevelopment/reuse 

ARA, ABCD, 
Private Sector, 
City 

As opportunity 
presents itself 

Life of the NRSA 
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Neighborhood 
Goal Category 

Consolidated 
Plan Priority 

Need Category 

Program Description Participating 
Agencies 

Benchmark 
Activities 

Implementation 
Timeframe 

Economic 
Development 

Housing 
Blight 

Economic Dev. 
Infrastructure 

Neighborhood parking areas, 
parking lots, and parking issue 
design and use reviews 

ACPC, ARA, 
private sector 

In conjunction 
with reviews 
under the 
Planning Code 

Life of the NRSA 

Economic 
Development 

Economic Dev. Target program to job creation 
and retention 

City, ABCD Use of EDLF Life of the NRSA 

Economic 
Development 

Housing 
Economic Dev. 
Infrastructure 

Support NAP/CSP Activities City, ABCD, 
BCCAP 

Continually Life of the NRSA 

Economic 
Development 

Economic Dev. 
Human Services 

Increase job readiness levels NAC, BCCAP Continually Life of the NRSA 

Economic 
Development 

Economic Dev. 
Human Services 

Job skills training NAC, BCCAP Quarterly Life of the NRSA 

Economic 
Development 

Blight 
Infrastructure 

Maintain Logantown Tot Lot NAC, BCCAP Continually Life of the NRSA 

Economic 
Development 

Blight 
Infrastructure 

Improve Orchard Park City, NAC Develop Plan 
Improvements 

2005 
2006-2007 

Economic 
Development 

Blight 
Economic Dev. 
Infrastructure 

Gospel Hill Park Improvements City, ABCD, 
State DCNR 

Study 
Construction 
Open 

2005 
2007-2008 
2009 

Economic 
Development 

Blight 
Economic Dev. 
Infrastructure 

Increase awareness and use of 
downtown plazas; maintain 
and improve when needed 

City, ABCD Continually Life of the NRSA 

Economic 
Development 

Blight 
Economic Dev. 
Infrastructure 

Develop streetscape plan for 
the NRSA (to be extended to 
the whole City later) 

City, private 
sector 

Study 
Implementation 

2008 
2009 and on 

Economic 
Development 

Blight 
Economic Dev. 
Infrastructure 

Sidewalk repair program (in 
conjunction with the street-
scape plan above) 

City, ARA Study 
Implement 

2008 
2009 and on 

Economic 
Development 

Blight 
Economic Dev. 
Infrastructure 

Complete Twelfth Avenue 
streetscape improvements 

City, State Completion 2005-2006 
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Neighborhood 
Goal Category 

Consolidated 
Plan Priority 

Need Category 

Program Description Participating 
Agencies 

Benchmark 
Activities 

Implementation 
Timeframe 

Economic 
Development 

Blight 
Economic Dev. 
Infrastructure 

Support Elm Street program 
along Route 36 in the NRSA 

City, State, 
ABCD 

Study & Design 
Construction 

2005 
2006-2007 

Economic 
Development 

Blight 
Infrastructure 

Howard Avenue traffic calming City Study 
Make Changes 

2006 
2007 

Economic 
Development 

Economic Dev. 
Infrastructure 

Reassess downtown traffic 
patterns 

City, ABCD, 
State 

Study 
Implement 

2007 
2008-2009 

Housing Housing 
Infrastructure 

Support programs in the 
Logantown URA plan 

City, ARA, 
private sector 

Continually Life of the NRSA 

Housing Housing 
Blight 

House renovation and repair 
program (ie. Weatherization) 

BCCAP, NAC Continually Life of the NRSA 

Housing Housing 
Blight 

City rehabilitation programs City, NAC As applicants 
request funding 

Life of the NRSA 

Housing Housing 
Blight 

City blighted property program City, ARA, NAC As necessary Life of the NRSA 

Housing Housing 
Blight 

Lexington Avenue housing City, ARA, NAC 
and IDA 

Demolition 
Design 
Disposition 
Construction 

2005 
Through 2006 
2006 or 2007 
2007-2009 

Housing Housing 
Blight 

Economic Dev. 

Infill development ARA, City, IDA, 
NAC, private 
sector 

As opportunity 
presents itself 

Life of the NRSA 

Housing Housing 
Blight 

Side yard improvement 
program 

City, ARA, NAC As opportunity 
presents itself 

Life of the NRSA 

Housing Housing 
Blight 

Economic Dev. 
Infrastructure 

Development of the upper floor 
units in the downtown into 
offices or housing. 

City, ARA, 
ABCD, private 
sector 

Identification 
Funding Search 
Implement 

2007 
2007 
2008 and on 

Housing Housing 
Blight 

Rental unit inspection program City Continually (on 
3-yr cycle) 

Life of the NRSA 

All All Program Administration City Continually Life of the NRSA 
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10. Previous Successes 
This will effectively be the second five year cycle for this NRSA program. A number of 
projects listed previously no longer appear on the list above because they were 
completed or a different direction was chosen. This section closes with a list of successes 
that have taken place in the NRSA since its initial approval. 

 
o Creation of the Logantown Action Council 
o Establishment of the Neighborhood Action Center 
o Acquisition of the rowhouses and the adjoining property on Lexington Avenue 
o Rehabilitation of a duplex on Third Avenue 
o Full rehabilitation of at least five single family structures 
o Removal of at least four blighted structures 
o Expansion of the NRSA to include the downtown area 
o Establishment of a downtown manager 
o Redevelopment of Station Mall into Station Medical Center 
o Creation of the Logantown/Lexington Avenue Tot Lot 
o Establishment of several businesses on reclaimed property along Chestnut Avenue  
o Neighborhood clean up days 
o Provision of job training, skills training, health clinics, and social services 
o Opening and continued operation of the Downtown Conference Center 
o Completion of the Altoona Planning Code – to allow modern development standards 
o Establishment of the Logantown housing program 
o Provision of minor housing repair services by BCCAP 
o Establishment of the Welcome and What Not Place in the downtown 

 
 
C. Antipoverty Strategy 
 

1. Safe and Affordable Housing 
The City of Altoona's Antipoverty Strategy is inextricably intertwined with its 
Community Development Block Grant, HOME and Emergency Shelter Grant 
Programs. The City's low-to-moderate income population of 22,932 represents 47% 
of the City's total population of 49,523. The Blair County MSA low-to-moderate 
income population (excluding the City of Altoona's population) is 28,129 or 35% of 
its total non-Altoona population.  
 
By both happenstance and design, Altoona's subsidized housing program avoided a 
physical concentration of units. Instead this housing is dispersed throughout the City 
with the central city containing a large concentration of subsidized elderly housing. 
Altoona collaborates with the public and private housing agencies to maintain all 
subsidized housing stock in good condition. This collaboration has resulted in 
improvements to public and private housing serving the low-to-moderate income 
population.      
 
One of the City's primary anti-poverty components of the CDBG program is to 
provide safe and sanitary housing for the 22,932 (47% of the City's Population) low 
and moderate income individuals residing in the City. Because 66% of the City 
residents own their home, a high percentage in comparison with State and National 
figures, maintaining low-to-moderate-income residents in their own home is a 
primary component of the City's antipoverty program. The City currently holds 82 
mortgages on housing rehabilitated for homeowners using CDBG funds. Forty three 
percent or 35 of these clients make no mortgage payment to the City, Fifty seven 
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percent or 46 of these notes make a modest principal and interest payment or a non 
interest bearing loan payment. 
 
The City supplements programs and projects to retain the public and private housing 
stock that serve the low and moderate income population. The City CDBG program in 
conjunction with the Altoona Housing Authority (AHA) has begun construction of six 
new units to serve the physically handicapped population.  
 
In conjunction with the Improved Dwellings for Altoona (IDA), Altoona's CHDO, the 
City provides financial assistance to maintaining this organization's existing housing 
stock serving the low-to-moderate income population. There is a total of eight 
projects which contain 449 housing units which the City's HOME funds have assisted 
in refurbishing.   
 
In recent years the City of Altoona has provided parcels of land and infrastructure 
improvements to the local chapter of the Habitat for Humanity to construct three 
new housing units to serve low-to-moderate income families. 
 
 
The City also provides 50% matching funds through its HOME program for private 
landlords to upgrade or remodel housing units that are rented to low income families 
and individuals. There are currently 30 affordable housing units in this program. The 
owner must rent to eligible low income individuals for a period of five years in order 
to meet the loan requirements. 
 
One of the locally identifiable housing gaps was the lack of units for single male low-
moderate-income residents. Recently the Blair County Community Action Agency in 
conjunction with Family Services, Inc. has begun accumulating the funding 
commitments, including CDBG funds, to provide housing for this population.     
 
Providing safe and affordable housing opportunity for the low-to-moderate income 
population is a major deterrent to poverty.  
 

2. Elimination of Slum and Blight 
A concentration of blight can have a strong negative and cumulative impact on any 
City. Altoona has maintained a policy of removing vacant blighted properties in a 
speedy fashion so to keep neighborhoods from deteriorating. The City's efforts are 
evident in the 2000 Census data which indicates a modestly declining population 
coupled with an accompanying decline in deteriorated housing stock. From 1995 to 
2005 the City has demolished 128 deteriorated vacant residences. As of March 2005 
there are 38 additional units in need of and scheduled for demolition. The prevention 
of an accumulation of empty derelict housing is having a measurable positive impact 
on the City and its living environment.  
 
The City of Altoona also initiated a rental housing licensing and inspection program, 
scheduling one third of all rental units for annual inspection by the City.  
 
Improving the visual and physical environment in the neighborhood contributes to 
the diminishing of poverty. It also contributes to providing incentive for new housing 
construction.  
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3. Creation of Employment Opportunities 
The City of Altoona, in conjunction with the regional Altoona-Blair County Economic 
Development Corporation has developed a strong economic development revolving 
loan program that creates or retains employment for low-to-moderate income 
individuals. The City's program also leverages state, regional and private investment 
funds for economic development. All income from loan repayment is returned to the 
loan pool, thereby creating a revolving self renewing loan pool. In return for the 
creation of employment, the City has provided low interest loans to local businesses. 
Each $25,000 of loan funds must create or retain one job for a low-to-moderate 
income person. There are currently 38 outstanding loans with a March 2005 balance 
of $2,509,905 on an original $3,735,984 loan portfolio. 
 
Currently the City of Altoona holds the notes on 37 local businesses which have 
created 205 of the required 278 local low-to-moderate income jobs. Six firms are still 
within their approved grace period for creating the employment. Only five firms have 
been unable to meet their employment obligations and have acquired interest 
penalties on their loans. At the time this document was written, there were five 
delinquent loans, with two undergoing restructuring. The assistance to the business 
community has directly and measurably affected the low-to-moderate income 
population.  
 

4. Results 
The major impetus of the City of Altoona's antipoverty strategy has been to create 
and maintain affordable housing options, eliminate or diminish the physical impact of 
substandard or deteriorating housing, and to create employment opportunities for 
low-to-moderate income individuals by leveraging CDBG funds to secure other 
funding. It has been advantageous and convenient for the City and other agencies to 
create partnerships to address the social and physical and employment problems. 
 

5. Other Services 
Other components of the City's antipoverty strategy have included: 
• providing travel to work for low-to-moderate income individuals by assisting the 

public transportation system so that additional state funds can be leveraged for 
this essential service, 

• reducing barriers for the physically disabled,  
• providing assistance to the human service agencies that specifically assist the 

homeless, and 
• assisting two day care services for parents receiving employment training or 

short term substance abuse treatment. 
 
 
D. Analysis of Impediments 

 
The Analysis of Impediments (AI) is a comprehensive review of the entitlement 
community’s laws, regulations, administrative policies, procedures and practices. It 
requires an analysis of how these laws affect the location, availability and accessibility of 
housing and an assessment of private and public conditions affecting fair housing choice. 
 
Impediments are defined as any actions, omissions, or decisions taken because of race, 
color, religion, sex, disability, familial status, or national origin that restrict housing 
choices or the availability of housing choice, or any action, omissions, or decisions that 
have the effect of restricting housing choices on the basis of race color, religion, sex, 
disability, familial status, or national origin. 
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In October 2004, the City of Altoona Fair Housing Office initiated a Fair Housing 
Assessment in accordance with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
regulations and Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968.  The Assessment was 
completed by the Fair Housing Office in cooperation with local organizations involved in 
housing, the City Manager and Planning and Community Development staff, and Altoona 
City Council. 
 
1. Methodology 

Four surveys were conducted.  Two surveys were conducted within the last 3 months 
and 2 surveys were conducted over a period of 3 years.  The first survey was mailed 
to developers, lending institutions, housing managers, non profit organizations, 
Realtors, contractors, and advocacy groups.  (154 surveys were mailed and 55 were 
returned.) 
 
The second survey was completed at a workshop for landlords.  (110 participated 
and 63 surveys were completed.)  The third survey was conducted at all 
presentations held over the last 3-4 years.  Survey representation came from 
organizations involved with clients who are unemployed, homeless, disabled, families 
with children and African Americans.  (95 surveys were completed with 55 persons 
located in the City of Altoona and 42 at other locations in Blair County.)  The fourth 
survey was conducted at our local area agency on aging with case managers on 
behalf of elderly clients.  (14 surveys were completed.) 
 
A focus group meeting was conducted to receive input from the housing 
professionals on our local demographic/housing trends and comparisons.  
Representatives at the focus group meeting were from public and private housing 
authorities, contractor, transitional housing, mental health/mental retardation, drug 
and alcohol programs, persons with disabilities, lender, Realtor, and Planning and 
Community Development staff. 
 
In summary, we reached the same basic conclusion similar to those made in the last 
fair housing analysis - that education and public awareness must be an ongoing 
activity. New landlords, housing managers, tenants etc. are always a challenge in 
keeping the public informed.  While there is no evidence of widespread violations of 
fair housing laws, there is still a lack of habitable housing.  Since members of 
protected classes are often low or moderate income, this issue for safe and sanitary 
housing becomes a fair housing issue. 
 
In order to insure that the available rental housing is safe and habitable, on May 8, 
2002, the city of Altoona adopted a rental inspection program.  The purpose of this 
program is to require rental housing to be licensed.  The license requirements include 
a property inspection to be sure it meets the basic life safety code requirements.   
 
In an effort to address local fair housing enforcement, the City will enact a local Fair 
Housing Ordinance in 2005-06. This ordinance will prohibit housing discrimination 
based on race, color, national origin, ancestry, religion, sex, age, sexual orientation, 
source of income, mental and physical handicap, presence of a support/service 
animal, pregnancy, birth of a child, or marital or familial status.  Also, the City of 
Altoona will promote fair housing in all federal, state and local funded programs.   To 
support fair housing on a regional level, Fair Housing staff will participate at 
trainings, meetings or task force committees when the opportunity arises. 
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2. Impediments 
Review of findings from surveys, interviews, and researched facts and information 
are: 
Goal 1 PUBLIC AWARENESS 

Expand educational activities on advertising policies and practices. 
Goal 2 ISSUES RELATED TO SALES AND RENTAL DISCRIMINATION 

Strengthen participation and services to landlords and real estate agents. 
Goal 3  HOMEBUYER EDUCATION 

Coordinate homebuyer training with local organizations for low-moderate 
income persons and tenants who may be potential homeowners. 

Goal 4 WORKSHOPS FOR HOUSING PROFESSIONALS 
Include workshops for the housing professionals in updates and changes to 
the fair housing laws. 

 
NOTE: A more detailed description will be included in the annual plan that outlines 

impediments, goals, strategies to meet goals, benchmarks and completion 
schedule. 
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V  2005 Action Plan 
 
 
A. Geography 

 
The City of Altoona covers an area of nearly ten square miles and is nestled in the 
Allegheny Mountains at the foot of the Allegheny Front in Blair County, Pennsylvania. 
Caucasians dominate the population of 49,523 at 95%. The majority of the minority 
races are African-American (4%) with the remaining population Hispanic or Asian. 
 
The City can be considered two cities in terms of development patterns. The “original” 
Altoona is the core of the city: a typical late nineteenth century development pattern of 
single-family detached housing on individual narrow lots built immediately adjacent to 
the street with alleys running behind. This area holds most of the low and moderate 
income population. The peripheral Altoona consists of the former suburbs that were 
annexed in the early twentieth century: the houses are set back from the street a bit, 
the lots are wider, and alleys were not always present. This area looks more like a 
Midwestern-style city in terms of development style and spaciousness. Few of these 
neighborhoods qualify as area-wide low and moderate income areas. 
 
The City of Altoona will focus attention on the low- and moderate-income neighborhoods 
identified in the map below, however experience shows that a programmatic approach 
works best in Altoona.  The 2000 census data demonstrates the city’s success in 
eliminating blighted and deteriorated structures.  To meet the needs of all low and 
moderate income residents, the City routinely goes outside these areas where the 
beneficiaries qualify. A comparison of the City’s current map of low- and moderate-
income areas with its counterparts from each of the three prior decades indicates a 
decrease in the number of neighborhoods that are low and moderate income. Indeed, 
the City finds these areas shrinking with each new release of census figures. This is an 
indicator of the success of HUD-administered programs in Altoona, and the dispersal of 
these individuals and families throughout the City. 
 
The City plans to continue to focus efforts on the core. These efforts were started with 
the Logantown NRSA and were expanded into the Central Altoona NRSA so the entire 
core area of the City could be targeted economically. Discussion of the NRSA appears 
later in this document. 
 
According to the 2000 U.S. Census Data, there are approximately 2000 minority persons 
living in the City of Altoona.  The minority population is evenly distributed throughout 
the City according to tract-level data published by the United States Census.  The City 
does not ignore the needs of minorities; however minority need is not a function of 
geography. 
 
The city is not able to address persons with disabilities population. The City works in 
conjunction with other agencies and financial sources to address this need.  If anything 
critical arises, the City may consider funding eligible activities for this special needs 
population. 
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City of Altoona 2005 CDBG Projects 
 

Funding 
Source 

Projec
t No. 

Project Name Location Proposed 
Amount 

CDBG 1 Housing & Community Development Program Administration 1301 12th Street $438,674 
CDBG 2 Single Family Homeowner Rehabilitation Citywide $592,850 
CDBG 3 Safe Housing/ Healthy Living Program CT 1003 BG 1; CT 1004 BG 1,2; CT 1005 BG 1,2 & 3; CT 1007 BG 1,2; 

CT 1014 BG 1,2; CT 1016 BG 1,2 & 3; CT 1017 BG 1,2,3 & 4; CT 1019 
BG 1,2 

$59,215 

CDBG 4 Eldorado Storm Sewer Improvements 6th Avenue from 58th  Street to confluence of Burgoon Run $250,000 
CDBG 5 Street Resurfacing Project Citywide $100,000 
CDBG 6 CAP Men’s Shelter Rehabilitation 2001 8th Avenue $86,527 
CDBG 7 Economic Development Programs Citywide $484,870 
CDBG 8 Lexington Avenue Project - NRSA CT 1007 BG 1,2 & 3; CT 1006 BG 1,3; CT 1019 BG 1 $90,000 
CDBG 9 Sixth Ward Community Center Improvements 2101 5th Avenue $22,500 
CDBG 10 Blighted Property Program Citywide $100,000 
CDBG 11 Blighted Property Maintenance Program Citywide $120,000 
CDBG 12 Lower Altoona Urban Renewal Area CT 1016 BG 1,2 & 3; CT 1017 BG 1,2 & 3 $20,000 
CDBG 13 AAPL Intergenerational Outreach Program 300 Crawford Avenue, 1609 Kettle Street, 1010 12th Street, 1809 11th 

Street, 418 8th Avenue 
$2,400 

CDBG 14 AMTRAN – Low/Mod Bus Service CT 1007 BG 2; CT 1014 BG 1,2; CT 1016 BG 1,2 & 3; CT 1017 BG 2,3 & 
4; CT 1019 BG 1 

$50,000 

CDBG 15 Blair Senior Services Recreation Program 1320 12th Avenue $3,000 
CDBG 16 Recreation Fee Subsidy Program Citywide $3,000 
CDBG 17 Child Advocates of Blair County Child Care Citywide $2,400 
CDBG 18 Lilly Pond Child Care Services 910 Poland Avenue, 110 Cherry Avenue, 418 8th Avenue, RD 4 Juniata 

Gap, 411 12th Street, 310 Cayuga Avenue, 1809 11th Street 
$2,400 

CDBG 19 Neighborhood Police Bicycle Patrol CT 1003 BG 1; CT 1004 BG 1,2; CT 1005 BG 1,2 & 3; CT 1007 BG 1,2; 
CT 1009 BG 3; CT 1012 BG 4; CT 1014 BG 1,2; CT 1016 BG 1,2 & 3; CT 
1017 BG 1,2,3 and 4; CT 1019 1,2 

$365,534 

HOME 20 HOME Program Administration 1301 12th Street $45,021.10 
HOME 21 HOME Rental Rehabilitation Program Citywide $197,677.90 
HOME 22 IDA Renovation of Chateau 2701 Walnut Avenue and 1126 15th Avenue $65,000 
HOME 23 IDA Scattered Sites Citywide $75,000 
HOME 24 IDA-CDC Acquisition and Rehabilitation of Resale Citywide $67,532 
ESG 25 Blair Senior Services Homeless Prevention Program Citywide $7,000 
ESG 26 ESG Program Administration 1301 12th Street $4,409 
ESG 27 CAP – Men’s Shelter Operating Costs Citywide $10,190 
ESG 28 Emergency Shelter Program – Family House Homeless 

Shelter 
Citywide $25,000 

ESG 29 HNA Blair House/Tartaglio Home Citywide $8,584 
ESG 30 HNA Aids Intervention Citywide $3,000 
ESG 31 Skills of Central PA Tyler Hall Citywide $10,000 
ESG 32 St. Vincent de Paul Homeless Prevention Citywide $6,000 
ESG 33 Family Services of Blair County Citywide $14,000 
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B. Managing the Process  
 
The lead agency for the development of this document is the Altoona City Planning & 
Community Development Department, 1301 Twelfth Avenue, Suite 400, Altoona, 
Pennsylvania. This agency provides the research and development and technical 
assistance services to the City Council, other City departments and the public. The 
Department is charged with the development of this document as well as the overall 
administration of the entitlement funds. 
 
Other agencies with a large role in the administration of the programs identified herein 
include the Altoona Department of Public Works, the Altoona-Blair County Development 
Corporation, the Altoona Housing Authority, the Altoona Redevelopment Authority, and 
Improved Dwellings for Altoona (the local CHDO). Agencies providing emergency shelter 
services which participate in our ESG program include Home Nursing Agency, Skills of 
Central PA, Emergency Shelter Project, Inc., Family Services, Inc., and Blair Senior 
Services. 
 
This document was developed using a number of sources and methods. The primary 
sources of data were the 2000 US Census and the City’s own records of previous 
program years. This enabled the staff to see exactly who and what Altoona was and is, 
and what programs fit the demographics. The programmatic study enabled the staff to 
ascertain which programs were and are most effective at meeting the basic goals of 
housing, blight, and economic development. These combined enabled the staff to move 
into the next phase of document development with a basic understanding of the City 
and the program and a baseline from which the next five years could be projected. 
 
The public participation phase occurred once the baseline was established. The 
Department mailed surveys to the appropriate agencies and firms that would have an 
understanding of the relevant issues and could identify needs for specific programmatic 
and service areas. While the surveys were circulating, the City also conducted interviews 
with several City officials, and held a focus group discussion on housing issues. The City 
also held a number of public hearings and a neighborhood meeting on the development 
of this document to solicit general public input. A listing of all agencies participating in 
the process is included in the Citizen Participation section of this plan. 
 
Once all this input was received and studied, the Department identified the three priority 
and two ranked need categories, and began the formal development of the document 
itself. Once a cohesive draft was developed, it was presented to the public for an 
additional comment period. Those comments are considered in the draft sent to City 
Council for its consideration and final submission to the US Department of Housing and 
Community Development. 
 
 

C. Citizen Participation 
 
1. Process: 

The City of Altoona mailed schedules and funding applications to 116 organizations 
and agencies inviting them to participate in the City’s 2005 application process for 
Community Development Block Grant, Emergency Shelter Grant and HOME 
Investment Partnership programs.  The City also mailed 330 questionnaires to 
gather public input from community agencies, developers, lending institutions, 
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housing managers, non profit organizations, realtors, contractors, advocacy groups, 
and landlords.  Staff received 144 responses for a response rate of 44%. 
 
The Planning and Community Development Department held its first public hearing 
on the 2005 - 2009 Consolidated Plan on January 19, 2005.  The purpose was to 
explain the new Consolidated Plan concept, announce target dates for the 
development of the Plan, and review eligible and ineligible project types.  Those in 
attendance were urged to identify five-year City needs.  
 
A neighborhood meeting was held on February 3, 2005 at the Altoona Area Public 
Library to provide the public information on the application process and to receive 
public testimony.   
 
A focus group meeting was held on February 24, 2005 at City Hall to receive input 
from the real estate and land use professionals on the City’s local 
demographic/housing trends and comparisons.  Representatives at the focus group 
meeting were from public and private housing authorities, contractors, human 
service providers of transitional housing, mental health/mental retardation, drug and 
alcohol programs, persons with disabilities, financial lenders, realtors, and Planning 
and Community Development staff. 
 
A public notice was advertised in the local newspaper listing the proposed projects 
for the 2005 Action Plan and informing the public that a draft copy of the 2005-2009 
Consolidated Plan was available for review at the Altoona Area Public Library, 
Altoona Housing Authority, City’s Clerk Office and the Department of Planning and 
Community Development.  This notice was advertised on March 25, 2005 to allow for 
the required 30 day comment period on the Plan.   
 
The City Planning Department held its 2nd Community-wide Public Hearing on April 7, 
2005 at City Hall to present and accept comment on the proposed 2005 Annual Plan 
and the Consolidated Plan.   
 
The 2005-2009 HCD Consolidated Plan was presented to City Council for adoption at 
the April 27, 2005 meeting.   
 

2. Comments received: 
There were two participants in attendance six staff and a representative from the 
news media at the 1st Public Hearing. The comments received included placing more 
emphasis on infrastructure improvements in Juniata, funding to improve recreation 
facilities such as Veterans Ball Field and funding for new housing to bring people 
back into the City of Altoona. 
 
At the neighborhood meeting twelve citizens and three staff members were in 
attendance.  Comments received from citizens included continuing funding for: 1) 
Homeless Prevention Programs; 2) Recreational Programs for senior citizens; 3) 
equipping city residents with security systems installed in their homes; 4) upgrading 
the East End Little League Field on Kettle Street; 5) homeownership activities; and 
6) renovations needed for IDA-CON Scattered Site properties and Towne Place. 
 
At the Focus Group Meeting, eight organizational representatives, four staff 
members, and two consultants were in attendance. Topics that were discussed were 
special needs housing, infrastructure, replacement housing, elderly/private rentals, 
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homeless services, homebuyer programs, future funding, national trends, regulatory 
requirements. 
 
At the second public hearing, eight people were in attendance, one member from the 
news media and five staff members.  The only comment received was for City 
Council to support the application for funding for a men’s emergency shelter. 
 
The city has attached minutes from all four public meetings held for this application 
process. 
 

3. Broaden Public Participation: 
The City has broadened the public participation efforts by the use of the computer.  
The City has also created a web page making available all information pertaining to 
the CDBG, ESG and HOME application process.   
 
The City of Altoona has no information sources, either through U.S. Census data or 
local databases that indicate a significant number of non-English speaking residents 
within the community.  However, should the City become aware of, or be advised of, 
the intended participation by a non-English speaking group of residents at a public 
meeting or hearing scheduled by the City on the Consolidated Plan and/or programs 
covered by the Plan, the City will make provisions for meeting the needs of such 
residents. 
 
All meetings are held in locations that are accessible to persons with disabilities.  
Upon request, the City of Altoona will accommodate the needs of participants with 
hearing or visual impairments and non-English speaking participants who identify 
those needs in advance.  Information will be made available upon request in large 
print, on audio tape or in Braille. The City sent letters out to the NAACP and the 
Center for Independent Living formally inviting them to participate in our application 
process.   
 

4. Comments Not Accepted: 
All comments received have been accepted and are noted in this plan. 

 
 
D. Institutional Structure 

 
Community development, housing, and human service needs are provided by a wide 
variety of agencies and organizations. The City takes the lead in administering the 
program through its Planning & Community Development Department. Annually, the city 
surveys the human service agencies and public and private housing providers and other 
non profit organizations to determine the unmet needs of clients eligible for CDBG, 
HOME and ESG programs.  Project applications for unmet needs are invited from these 
agencies.  These agencies are encouraged to identify service gaps and recommend 
methods for filling those gaps.  The consolidated plan is implemented through the 
human service agencies in Blair County, the Altoona Housing Authority, the Altoona-Blair 
County Development Corporation, the Altoona Redevelopment Authority, the Altoona 
Department of Public Works, and Improved Dwellings for Altoona (CHDO). 
 
Other participating agencies include the Home Nursing Agency, Emergency Shelter 
Project (Family House), Blair Senior Services, Family and Children’s Services, Skills of 
Central Pennsylvania, Reliance Bank, Investment Savings Bank, M & T Bank, the Blair 
County Community Action Agency, the Blair County Department of Human Services, the 
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Central Blair Recreation Commission, the Easter Seals Society, AMTRAN, and Saint 
Vincent de Paul. 
 
Additionally, there are other federal, state, county, and regional governmental efforts to 
meet these needs independent of Altoona’s program. Efforts are made to eliminate 
duplication and contradiction of efforts and to coordinate and/or enhance these services 
and projects to maximize the impact on the community. 
 
The City of Altoona contracts with the agencies most experienced and capable of 
meeting the identified needs in the delivery system.  Duplication of efforts and programs 
is avoided. 
 
Altoona City Council appoints the members to the Altoona Housing Authority Board.  The 
Housing Authority Board provides an annual report to City Council on its activities 
including its capital improvements and proposed development initiatives.  There is an 
informative and cooperative relationship between the City of Altoona, its departments, 
and the Altoona public housing authority. 
 
The major strength in the delivery system rests in the fact that the human service 
agencies, housing agencies, and the City of Altoona operate in a small geographic, 
demographic, and socioeconomic environment. As a direct result of this, routine 
communication and coordination are relatively easy to accomplish. 
 
The Department is aware of a few minor gaps in delivery of services in Altoona. These 
gaps are not related to institutional capabilities, but rather in insufficient funding of the 
services. Gaps in the provision of services include a lack of accessible housing for 
disabled individuals and the lack of shelter for single men. The staff and agencies are 
aware of these areas and are working with providers and agencies to develop 
appropriate solutions. 
 
The City of Altoona created the Altoona Housing Authority (AHA), a body independent of 
city government whose members are appointed for staggered terms of office by the 
Mayor with a concurring vote from Altoona City Council.  This organizational relationship 
is determined by Pennsylvania law.   
 
The administrative activities of the agency are determined in accordance with 
Pennsylvania law and agency policy, including hiring, contracting and procurement.  The 
relationships between the Altoona Housing Authority and the City of Altoona can be 
delineated by contract for specific projects.  The City and the Housing Authority 
cooperate in providing police protection to the housing projects and provide funding 
assistance for specific housing projects. The City also reviews and concurs on capital 
improvements conducted by the AHA and provides annual inspections on rental units 
under the City’s rental inspection program. The construction of new developments or the 
demolition or disposition of existing developments is within the exclusive purview of the 
Housing Authority, although the authority consults routinely with the City of Altoona on 
these matters. 
 
A major gap in the delivery system that surfaced in recent years was the discovery of a 
fifty (50) year-old contract between the City of Altoona and the Altoona Housing 
Authority.  The contract inadequately addressed ownership, maintenance and operation 
responsibilities in the partnership for Pleasant Village Housing Development.  The issue 
has been resolved to the satisfaction of both parties. 
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E. Monitoring 

 
The Planning and Community Department staff engages in monthly meetings to review 
the status of the program as a whole as well as each individual project. Problems are 
identified and a plan of action formulated to correct any matters requiring such action. 
 
The City staff prepares purchase orders prior to the payment of any invoice. Each 
invoice is reviewed by at least three people in the Department before it is paid, and if an 
inconsistency is detected, payment is withheld until it is rectified. All invoices submitted 
must be accompanied by backup documentation so the staff is able to ascertain whether 
the funds requested are for legitimate purposes. 
 
In addition to the above review, staff conducts annual site visits to monitor specific 
subgrantees or projects along with quarterly reports submitted by the subgrantees. 
These site visits are conducted once a year unless issues arise during the program year 
requiring more intense supervision.  The Planning and Community Development staff 
conducts monitoring site visits to all CDBG, ESG and HOME subrecipients.  These 
subrecipients are informed in writing before the visit takes place informing them of the 
areas that will be reviewed.  During the review, the areas monitored are project 
eligibility, project progress, project documentation such as low/moderate income 
compliance of clients and job creation, regulatory compliance such as procurement 
procedures, and Davis Bacon Wage compliance, where appropriate. Also reviewed are 
financial management and audit submissions. 
 
The City of Altoona also undergoes an annual audit to ensure compliance with federal 
and state regulations, local practice, as well as established accounting practices. Issues 
discovered in the audit are presented to the Department, which then responds with 
appropriate steps to address the finding. 
 
On-site inspections shall be conducted by City staff to ensure compliance with income 
and rent requirements as well as local property standards during a project’s period of 
affordability. Inspections will comply with the following schedule 
 

Units Cycle 
1-4 Every 3 years 
5-25 Every 2 years 
26+ Annually 

 
Where projects may utilize other state or federal funding sources requiring inspections, 
the City may accept such reports to ensure compliance with applicable standards. 
Irregardless of the source of funding, all inspections shall uphold local code 
requirements as a minimum. 
 
 

F. Lead Based Paint 
 
The lead paint that was commonly used in the finishing materials of housing in the past 
is now known to present environmental health hazards. If the materials containing lead 
become airborne and easily inhaled, or if they are soluble and can leach into other 
materials where they can be inadvertently ingested, they are dangerous.  Lead 
poisoning is a cumulative and not easily reversible condition which can have serious 



City of Altoona 2005-2009 Consolidated Plan 

Page 133 
Adopted April 27, 2005 

health consequences. Small children are vulnerable to lead poisoning because the stage 
of life from fetus to six years of age is the period of rapid growth.    
 
It is anticipated that the age of the housing stock alone indicates a lead hazard in 
Altoona.  The new Federal regulations that took effect in September of 2000 establish 
environmental procedures that must be used when rehabilitating a building.  The City of 
Altoona Planning and Community Development Department has integrated lead based 
paint notification, inspection, testing and abatement or interim control procedures into 
all of its housing programs. 
 
The City’s housing rehabilitation program has integrated lead paint remediation into 
every application funded where lead paint has been found. There are no plans to alter 
this approach to lead remediation. The approach includes notification, inspection, 
testing, and remediation procedures concerning lead paint in accordance with federal 
regulation. The average cost of this program is $12,000 per unit. 
 
In addition to the above, the City plans to continue the other two facets of the lead paint 
program. The first is to provide educational materials explaining the dangers of lead 
exposure, particularly in children. The second facet is to ensure the City makes proper 
referrals for health screening and care when lead is discovered in a unit which is being 
rehabilitated with HUD monies. 
 
 

G. Specific Housing Objectives 
 

1. Altoona Housing Strategy and Objectives:  
HIGH FUNDING PRIORITIES: 
 
• Conduct a rental rehabilitation program to meet the needs of low income renters. 

(City) 
 
• Conduct a rehabilitation program to meet the needs of low income homeowners. 

(City) 
 
• Renovate assisted housing units: IDACON Scattered Sites, and the Chateau. 

(IDA-CDC and City)      
 
MEDIUM FUNDING PRIORITIES:  
 

• Acquisition and rehabilitation of existing structures and construction of new units for 
resale in homeownership program for low income families. (IDA-CDC, Habitat for 
Humanity, Housing Authority and City) 

 
• Conduct first-time homebuyer programs for low income families that include budget 

counseling, down payment assistance, and closing cost assistance. (Housing 
Authority, City, Housing Opportunities) 
 
LOW FUNDING PRIORITIES: 
 
•  “End of life-cycle”, maintenance and improvements for 536 Public Housing units 

over a five year period, as scheduled by the Altoona Housing Authority in its Five 
year Plan. (Housing Authority)  
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• Develop mixed funding proposals to encourage new housing construction in 
Altoona for low-moderate to middle income families. Projects can also address 
infrastructure additions and improvements. (City et.al.) 

 
2. Housing Objectives 

 
The City will continue to assist in the maintenance of the of 
existing public and publicly assisted high quality housing units 
owned and operated by the Altoona Housing Authority and 
Improved Dwellings for Altoona. 
 

Funds: Federal 
City of Altoona (HOME) $915,000. 
 

Homebuyer programs for low income households that include 
budget counseling and training. 

 
Housing Opportunities of Blair County Inc. 
 Blair County Community Action Agency 

  
Funds: Blair County Affordable Housing Trust Fund  

Neighborhood Assistance Program 
Private contribution 
Fee income   $64,800. 
 

Acquisition and rehabilitation of existing structures and 
construction of new units for resale in homeownership program 
for low income families.   
 

Improved Dwellings for Altoona 
Altoona Housing Authority 
Habitat for Humanity of Blair County 

 
Funds: State   

City of Altoona (HOME) 
IDA-CDC revolving funds 
Blair County Affordable Housing Trust Fund $ 143,300. 
 

Conduct a rental rehabilitation program to continue to provide 
affordable housing units for low income renters. 

 
Funds: City of Altoona (HOME) 

Private contribution $198,000. 
 

Provide a housing rehabilitation program to meet the needs of 
low income homeowners. 

 
Funds: City of Altoona (CDBG)  

Program income $593,000. 
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Seek the opportunity to develop funding proposals to 
encourage new housing and rehabilitation in Altoona for low to 
middle income families.  Projects can also address 
infrastructure, additions and improvements.  Private funds 
should be leveraged to participate in the financing for the 
construction of new units. 
 

Funds: City of Altoona 
Private Sector $ Unknown 

 
 
H. Needs of Public Housing 
 

1. Public and Assisted Housing Needs: 
Altoona's assisted housing program is not very old.  With the exception of early 
veteran's temporary housing (now demolished) constructed at the end of WW II, the 
oldest publicly assisted housing is just over 30 years of age.  The majority of the 
publicly assisted housing is owned and operated by the Altoona Housing Authority 
and Improved Dwellings for Altoona (IDA). Other private organizations control four 
projects of very recent vintage. "Special Needs" housing is usually operated by 
human service and health agencies. 
 
There are 1,585 publicly assisted housing units in Altoona, which is about 6.9% of all 
the housing units in the City.  There are 970 Section 8 rental units in the City, which 
constitutes about 4.3% of all the occupied rental units (including the public assisted 
housing projects). 
 
Housing Sites: The assisted housing is geographically dispersed across Altoona.  
There is no burdensome concentration of public housing in a particular segment of 
the City.  The largest concentration is the elderly housing located in the Central 
Business District.  The  even distribution of assisted housing has resulted in an 
easier integration of these units with the surrounding neighborhoods.    
 
The Altoona assisted housing facilities constitute an excellent inventory of housing 
stock.  There is no need for HUD HOPE funds to demolish public housing. The 
existing high rise units were constructed for the elderly and are in excellent shape. 
The Altoona Housing Authority is considered a "high performance" public housing 
agency by the Housing and Urban Development Department, and IDA has been 
serving the City and the County for over 30 years.  IDA also provides the only 
Community Housing Development Organization (CHDO) operating in Altoona.   
 
There is a high level of cooperation among the Altoona Housing Authority, IDA, and 
the Community Planning & Development Department which together offer a wide 
array of housing services for the City.  In the past the separate funding streams for 
housing allowed each agency to pursue its own objectives.  Today, the funding 
streams encourage collaboration to make the maximum use of scarce resources. 
Interagency contracting is common.  
 
 
Effective Maintenance Programs: There are over 1,500 units of publicly assisted 
housing in Altoona.  The Altoona Housing Authority is currently updating its five-year 
plan which includes a detailed list of its maintenance plans. These plans demonstrate 
an "end-of-life-cycle" replacement and improvement schedule that responsibly 
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maintains the existing units.  Neither organization is chasing a deteriorated public 
housing problem although IDA, has recently completed renovating and restoring 159 
units at Evergreen Manor, the oldest public assisted housing project in the City. IDA 
is also pursuing funding for renovations for the Taylor, The Fairview, Walnut Place, 
and Towne Place. 
IDA reports that some of the contractual obligations of the older assisted housing 
units place severe limitations on the ability to develop adequate maintenance 
reserves. This results in the units gradually sliding toward functional obsolescence 
and then requiring major financial reinvestments to restore.  Evergreen Manor is 
indicative of this problem.  The Altoona Housing Authority reported that developing a 
well-financed maintenance program was not a problem for the public sector.  Both 
agencies were hopeful that as the HOPE projects were phased out by HUD, that this 
issue affecting the not-for-profit assisted housing providers could be addressed.  
 
All of the publicly assisted housing organizations; public, not-for-profit and private, 
are supplying clean, well-maintained affordable housing for the low to moderate 
income families and elderly. 
 
Adequate Supply for Elderly: Consultations with the Altoona Housing Authority and 
IDA revealed there was an adequate supply of assisted housing units for the elderly.  
Both agencies are experiencing some vacancy problems for efficiency units serving 
this category of client.  The Housing Authority reported that they often go through 
their waiting list twice in one year, offering interested parties the units they 
requested, only to have the parties decide they do not wish to relocate now, or 
perhaps they do not like the location of the units offered.  Both The Authority and 
IDA have reported converting efficiency units into one bedroom units in order to 
make them more marketable. 
 
Waiting Lists: There are 907 Section 8 rental units in the City, which comprise 4.3% 
of all the occupied rental units in the City (including public housing units).  A joint 
review of the Section 8 waiting lists with the Public Housing Authority and IDA 
revealed that the lists reinforced the CHAS data which identified a need for assisted 
rental units for small families. The housing Authority reported that the waiting time 
for an offer of a Section 8 certificate was less than a year. Both agencies felt that the 
waiting lists provided limited insight into the demand for housing because of their 
duplication.  IDA maintains a waiting list for each site, and the Housing Authority 
maintains a single list for all of its sites, and a list for Section 8 assistance. Both 
agencies will maintain a person on the waiting list, at their request, despite repeated 
refusals to accept units.  
 
The agencies agreed that the availability of inexpensive private rental units in 
Altoona provided some competition for the Section 8 and public housing programs.  
While many of the private apartments may be substandard and not offer the 
amenities of public housing, they do not have the rules that apply for public housing 
living. 
 
The City of Altoona initiated a Rental Inspection Program which inspects all rental 
units in a three year cycle. Both public and private units are inspected. The purpose 
of the program is to insure all rental units meet the repair requirements of the 
International Property Maintenance Code.  
 
Both the Housing Authority and IDA concurred with the need for additional 
assistance for small family low income rental housing. 
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Supply for Disabled: IDA and the Authority also felt there was a problem with the 
supply of units able to meet the needs of the disabled and suggested the need to 
develop some single story affordable units specifically designed to meet this need. 
The Housing Authority maintains at least 5% of its units designed for the 
handicapped, and IDA also has 25 such units available. In 2005 the Altoona Housing 
Authority began construction of six units for physically handicapped clients at 
Pleasant Village. CDBG funds are assisting with this project. The Housing Authority is 
currently updating it's five-year plan and IDA is planning to pursue funding through 
the IDA Community Development Corporation to better serve the disabled.  
 
Home Ownership: Both housing organizations emphasized the need to create home 
ownership opportunities in Altoona as central to maintaining viable neighborhoods.   
 
Both agencies discussed the need for a more comprehensive approach to 
neighborhood revitalization, suggesting that efforts are needed to leverage private 
investment that is encouraged by the public investment.   
 
Social Service Integration: The Altoona Housing Authority is stepping up its efforts to 
integrate programs into its management that are geared to providing coordination 
between its clients and the available social services.  Service Coordinators to provide 
assistance to public housing residents, day care services, and other collaborative 
efforts with the social service community have been funded as part of the Authority's 
plans.  IDA is providing the physical facilities for the local mental health providers to 
meet the demand for special needs housing for those receiving mental health care. 
This facility will have supportive services available to its clients. 
 
The City Planning and Community Development Department and the two housing 
agencies discussed the need for developing a common data base, updated annually, 
on the housing activities of the City. This will create a routine monitoring system for 
reporting and coordinating purposes.  
 

2. Anticipated Loss of Units 
Neither the Housing Authority nor IDA anticipated the loss of Section 8 certificates or 
publicly assisted housing units, except those efficiency units being converted to one 
bedroom units.  Both agencies are pursuing maintaining some site specific Section 8 
certificates that are scheduled to expire in a few years.  It is also not anticipated that 
private owners of assisted housing will convert their units to market rentals.  
 

3. Public Housing Authority Status: 
The Housing Authority is not designated as “troubled” by HUD, therefore the City will 
not be required to provide assistance. 
 
 

I. Barriers to Affordable Housing 
 
During the course of the previous Consolidated Plan (2000-2005), the City passed a 
number of measures that had an impact on removing affordable housing barriers. The 
first of these was the passage of the Altoona Planning Code, which was a comprehensive 
rewrite of all the ordinances dealing with the development of land within the City. At 
about the same time, the state implemented a statewide building code, which leveled 
the playing field for development. Also, in the past five years, the City has been 
systematically shifting the property tax burden off of buildings and onto the land itself – 
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a measure designed to encourage landowners to develop properties and keep them 
maintained. Also in the past five years, the City passed a mandatory rental inspection 
program, which ensures the livability of residential rental units in Altoona. 
 
One could argue that the cumulative effect of these codes would actually increase the 
price of housing in the City. This may be. However, the average cost of a house in 
Altoona in 1999 was in the mid $50,000 range, and the average rent in the mid $400 
range. These are both on the low side, allowing for some modest increase in cost for a 
larger increase in quality. 
 
Three potential barriers have been brought to the City’s attention. The first is a lack of 
housing choice. Altoona is predominately a single family detached housing community, 
with very few exceptions. The housing focus group pointed out that demand for this 
style of housing is on the decline in favor of townhouses, condominiums, and multiple 
family housing. The local economic development corporation has pointed out that 
several national site selection committees have passed over Altoona because of the 
homogeneity of the housing stock. Because of this historical reliance on detached single 
family housing, cheaper options are limited for those seeking housing. 
 
The second barrier is the codification of the homogeneity into local zoning. The current 
zoning structure has been in place since at least 1963. It consists of five residential 
zones, three of which allow only single family detached dwellings. One other allows 
duplexes, but nothing more, and the final allows most types. The passage of the Altoona 
Planning Code eliminated the multiple family housing options that were available in 
every zoning district since 1928, and added a fifth residential district specifically 
designed to limit housing options in the Juniata section of the City. 
 
The final barrier to affordable housing is a financing gap for first-time homebuyers. Even 
with the cheap housing prices in Altoona, first-time homebuyers are having difficulty 
with closing costs. Some attempts have been made by the private sector to address the 
issue, but the demand for these services is outstripping the supply available. 
 
The barriers can be addressed, but will take time – likely decades – to have a significant 
impact. The issue of homogeneity in housing stock can be addressed through regulatory 
changes and by supplying alternatives when redeveloping a particular site or 
neighborhood. Many of these sites are small – they formerly contained single family 
detached houses – and need to be accumulated before they can be used to provide 
housing alternatives. Zoning changes also take time, not only for the required 
development and review period for amendments, but also for the public to accept the 
ideas being presented. 
 
The issue of the financing gap becomes more difficult. The American Dream 
Downpayment Initiative, if available for Altoona, could alleviate some of this gap. 
However once the City uses its federal funds to assist, the lead-based paint 
requirements apply. The cost associated with abatement will oftentimes put the total 
cost of the house beyond reach of the average purchaser. The City could assist by 
increasing awareness of the issue and encouraging the private sector to bolster its 
efforts to overcome the gap that currently exists. 
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J. HOME/ADDI 
 
One of the needs identified by the housing focus group in February, 2005 was a need to 
close a financing gap relative to closing costs for first-time homebuyers. The city 
program is not set up to cover these costs on a routine basis, and the use of entitlement 
funds in this way would trigger lead paint regulations, making such assistance more 
costly than the benefit it would provide. Should the federal government at any time over 
the next five years determine that the City of Altoona is eligible for the American Dream 
Downpayment Initiative program, the City would participate in the program by 
enumerating its intents, beneficiaries, funding levels, and proposed program structure in 
the next subsequent Action Plan. 
 
Generally, it would be the City’s intent to utilize such funds to assist eligible first-time 
homebuyers with the financing gap that closing costs often produce – at times 
unexpectedly – for the purchaser. Details of the program would be worked out in 
accordance with applicable law and regulation to meet the needs of the populace if and 
when the City becomes eligible. 
 
The City of Altoona has, and will continue to have guidelines in the resale or recapture of 
HOME-assisted Housing Projects/Units.  The City of Altoona's HOME program maintains 
control by using liens, mortgages, and deed restrictions.  All resale units will continue to 
be recirculated as affordable housing units.  Total allocated HOME funds for 2005 will be 
invested as follows: 
 
 Rental Rehabilitation     $197,677.90 
 Community Housing Development Organization $207,532.00 
 Program Administration    $  45,021.10 
 
       TOTAL $450,231.00 
 
 

K. Specific Homeless Prevention Elements 
 
Organizing new, separate, specific and stand-alone services for the homeless population 
in the City of Altoona and Blair County would result in duplicative organizational 
structures to serve a relatively small population. Coordinating, expanding, and or 
focusing existing human service structures to cope with the homeless population is more 
appropriate. Since the Human Service functions in Pennsylvania are organized at the 
County level, the City coordinates with them to examine, create, expand, and/or 
reorganize services. Often the City financially participates in providing human services 
that would benefit the homeless or potentially homeless population within the City 
limits.    
 
Traditionally the City of Altoona has coordinated with the Blair County Human Services 
Council to enhance and focus services provided by the existing agencies in their efforts 
serve the homeless. The Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) Program administered by the 
City provides annual assistance to the human service efforts to serve the homeless. 
Generally this assistance is focused in two areas of activity, prevention and the provision 
of emergency shelter.  
 
Homeless Prevention: Funds are provided by the City to primarily provide short term 
emergency assistance with utility and rent payments. These homeless prevention 



City of Altoona 2005-2009 Consolidated Plan 

Page 140 
Adopted April 27, 2005 

activities are provided by the Home Nursing HIV/AIDS project, the St. Vincent DePaul 
society and the Blair Senior Services, Inc. The funding of these services is listed below 
along with their match support: 
 
 

 2005   
AGENCY ESG GRANT MATCH SUPPORT 

Home Nursing Agency $3,000 $190,000 Family Health Council 
 HIV Homeless Program 

St. Vincent DePaul $6,000 $35,000 Society Funds  
Operation TOUCH 

Blair Senior Services $7,000 $286,875 Case Management 
Rental Assistance 
Emergency Shelter 
FEMA 
Drug and Alcohol. 

 
Emergency Shelters: ESG funds are allocated by the City to several existing human 
service organizations to provide emergency shelter. The Family House provides 
shelter for single women, women with children and men with children. Skills, Inc. 
provides emergency and transitional shelter for people with disabilities. The Blair 
House & the Tartaglio House provide emergency and transitional housing for people 
with mental health problems. Family Services Inc, provides emergency & transitional 
shelter for victims of domestic abuse and runaway youth.  The funding of these 
services is listed below along with their match support: 
 

 2005   
AGENCY ESG GRANT MATCH SUPPORT 

Emergency Shelter $25,000 $89,700 Assistance Program 
FEMA Funds 
Nazareth Family Foundat’n 
Donations/Grants 
Fund Raising 

Skills $10,000 $37,000 Tenant Rent and Laundry 
Home Nursing Agency 
Blair House/Tartaglio 
Home 

$8,854 $ 427,576 Blair County MH/MR 
Self Pay 

Family Services $14,000 $525,369 Federal Government 
PA Coalition of Blair Co. 
Against Domestic Violence 
Bridge housing 
Contributions 
Children & Youth Agencies 
United Way of Blair Co. 
Other private dollars. 

 
Single Men: The local human service providers agree that housing for single men is a 
locally unmet need. In the spring of 2005 the Altoona Rescue Mission, which provided 
shelter for homeless men, was destroyed by fire. The BCAAP and the Family Services 
Inc. are currently collaborating to create a shelter for homeless men to fill this need. A 
possible facility has been identified and the City of Altoona has proposed to participate in 
funding this effort using CDBG funds. The City will also assist the agencies in pursuing 
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other funding sources. It is anticipated that an application will be submitted for 
McKinney-Vento funds to supplement the local effort in creating a men's shelter. The 
funding of these services is listed below along with their match support: 
 

 2005   
AGENCY ESG GRANT MATCH SUPPORT 

Community Action $116,600 $10,190 Blair County Community 
Action Program 

 
The homeless issue recognizes no municipal boundaries and the role of the City of 
Altoona is limited to enhancing the existing services provided for the homeless by 
existing County wide human service agencies. Both CDBG and ESG funds are used to 
address the homeless issues and homeless prevention.   
 
Creating new services for the homeless population or expanding existing services is 
difficult. Homeless issues are difficult to address on the scale of City of 50,000. The 
locally limited resources encouraged the City of Altoona to participate in a multi-county 
organizational structure in Pennsylvania called the Central Harrisburg Regional Advisory 
Board to better deal with homeless issues. This advisory board assumed the 
responsibility for addressing homelessness on a more regional and/or multi-county level, 
providing funding for eligible services, and participating in a state-wide effort to address 
the homeless issues. 

 
As a result of participating in this regional effort, two specific programs created by the Blair 
County Community Action Program, were developed to address homelessness. With the 
support of the City of Altoona, the BCAAP applied for and receives McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Assistance Program Funds to provide transitional housing and supportive services 
for homeless individuals and families. It is anticipated that an application will be submitted 
for McKinney-Vento funds to supplement the local effort in creating a men's shelter.  
 
The Harrisburg Regional Advisory Board has become a component of the State of 
Pennsylvania's initiative to address the homeless issue. The City of Altoona is participating 
in this effort and views it as a logical scale on which to organize homeless prevention and 
service delivery programs with a broader impact. While the local efforts to prevent 
homelessness and provide short term assistance to the homeless are effective, chronic 
homelessness and the coordination of services for the homeless into a Continuum of Care 
are best addressed through a state incentive.    
 
 
L. Community Development 

 
1. Priority Need: Housing (in the NRSA) 

 
01 Acquisition of Real Property (570.201(a)  
Altoona will continue its project of acquisition, demolition and construction of 
low/mod housing in the Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area.   It is projected 
to cost $90,000 to finish acquisition and demolition of 10 housing units and 1 
business. 
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2. Priority Need: Prevention and Elimination of Blight 
 
Objective: The housing objective for the City of Altoona is to remove all blighted 
property in such a time frame so as to discourage the spread of blight in any 
neighborhood.  The U.S. census of 2000 demonstrates the City’s success with this 
activity.  The City averages removing 10 to 12 blighted units a year or 
approximately 50 blighted units in the next 5 years. 
 
Another housing objective is to maintain low/mod income persons in the housing 
that they own.  This is accomplished through the housing rehab program for eligible 
homeowners.  Two thirds of Altoona’s residents are homeowners.  Rental assistance 
housing rehab is offered to landlords on a 50-50 basis.   One half of the cost of 
rehab is borne by HOME dollars in return for a 5 year period of eligibility.  The 
number of landlord participants has recently decreased because of the lead 
abatement requirements.  The City rehabs an average of 15 units per year. 
 
04 Clearance the Demolition (570.201(d) 
The City of Altoona, through the Altoona Redevelopment Authority, maintains an 
aggressive program to remove blighted properties that are a detriment to a 
neighborhood, adding to unsuitable and unsafe living conditions and causing 
neighborhood deterioration. CDBG funds will be used to for the removal of 10 to 12 
blighted units per year at a funding level of $100,000.00. 
 
A contract with the ABCD Corporation provides maintenance services for the City’s 
Blighted Property Program.  This includes securing dilapidated structures, cleaning 
and mowing city owned lots, and snow removal.   Project will secure approximately 
50 units per year at a funding level of $120,000.00. 

 
3. Priority Need: Economic Development 

 
Objective: Encourage the development of new economic activity and the retention 
and expansion of existing businesses, to provide additional tax revenues, expand 
employment opportunities to low and moderate income persons, and diversify the 
economy to make it stable over the long-term.  Continually work to strengthen the 
downtown, with a balanced mix of office, retail, service, entertainment, cultural, 
residential, and institutional uses.   
 
The City has and will continue to obligate funding to the Economic Development 
Loan Fund Program which has produced an average of 11 low/moderate income jobs 
per year.  This is a revolving loan fund program that continually replenishes itself 
through repayment of loans.  This project will provide an estimated 55 low/moderate 
income jobs over the next 5 years. 
 
18A ED Direct Financial Assistance to For Profits (570.203(a)  
18B Technical Assistance (570.203(b) 
18C Micro Enterprise Assistance (570.203(b) 
Altoona helps create employment opportunities through an agreement with the 
Altoona-Blair County Development Corporation.  An Economic Development 
Revolving Loan fund and its annual program income are used to provide financing 
for businesses that create new jobs for low-moderate income persons.  In recent 
years an average of 11 new jobs per year have been created for low-moderate 
income persons.  The contract also provides technical assistance to prospective 
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borrowers and management of EDLF loan requirements.  Project budget 
$444,870.00. 
 
The city also provides a match for a Downtown Commercial Reinvestment Manager 
to provide technical services for developing the downtown.   This would provide part 
of the local match to leverage State dollars. Project estimates assistance to 16 
businesses at a funding level of $40,000.00. 
 

4. Ranked Need: Infrastructure 
 
Objective: The City will continue to obligate funding to replace aging water, flood 
drainage and sanitary sewer systems with a combined effort from the Altoona City 
Authority in qualifying low/moderate income areas of the City.  The City will also 
continue to fund street improvement projects and physically disabled accessibility 
projects as they are submitted to the city for funding.   Estimated funding for these 
projects is $4,850,000. 
 
03E Neighborhood Facilities 570.201(c) 
Upgrade of mechanics in existing community center located in low/moderate income 
neighborhood of the City of Altoona.  Funding for a 1 year period is $22,500. 
 
03F Parks, Recreational Facilities 570.201(c) 
The City of Altoona, through the Urban Redevelopment Law, has established a plan 
that was adopted by City Council on January 7,2003, and the proposal adopted on 
August 27, 2003, to eliminate slum and blight by creating a city gateway park.  
Through this proposal the City will accumulate four (4) tracts of land for the creation 
of open space beautification.  This project has received funding from prior years 
totaling $135,014.91 and an additional $20,000 is being requested from 2005 PY. 
 
03I Flood Drain Improvements 570.201(c) 
03K Street Improvements 570.201(c) 
The City will provide funding for infrastructure improvements to address the needs 
of low-moderate income areas and individuals of the City of Altoona.  The City is 
projecting the following projects over the next year.  Flood Drain Improvements in 
Eldorado to address flooding in the low/moderate income housing development of 
Evergreen Manors at a funding level of $250,000.  Also continuing the Street 
Resurfacing project in low/moderate income areas of the City at a funding level of 
$100,000. 
 
 

5. Ranked Need: Public Services 
 
Objective: Continue support of social service activities in the City of Altoona for 
low/moderate income individuals and families.  These services include childcare, 
senior and youth recreation programs, Library outreach services, transportation 
services and crime awareness. The City will assist in the cost of providing these 
services to eligible low/moderate individuals with an estimate of serving 
approximately 20,000 individuals at a total cost of $2,377,500 over the next five 
years. 
 
05 Public Services (General) 570.201(e) 
The City has and will continue to fund an Intergenerational Outreach Program 
provided by the Altoona Area Public Library.  This program provides library services 
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and programs to benefit low/moderate income senior citizens and children that 
would otherwise not be served.  This program delivers services to the Altoona 
Housing Authority’s Fairview Hills, IDA’s Blair Senior Tower, after school programs at 
several elementary schools and headstart classrooms at Steven’s School.  Program 
will assist approximately 30 seniors and children at a funding level of $2,400. 
 
05A Senior Services 570.201(e) 
Blair County Senior Services Center will provide recreational activities to an 
estimated 225 seniors yearly at a funding level of $3,000. 
 
05D Youth Services 570.201(e) 
The Blair County Recreation and Park Commission will provide recreational 
opportunities to approximately 130 low/moderate income city children per year by 
providing subsidized enrollment into programs such as elementary basketball, 
football, cheerleading, etc., at a funding level of $3,000. 
 
05E Transportation Services 570.201(e) 
Amtran, which is the City’s local bus company, will provide bus service in 
low/moderate income areas of the City.  This service will assist approximately 1,400 
people per year based on census tract and block information.  Funding level 
$50,000. 
 
05I Crime Awareness 570.201(e) 
The Altoona Police Department will operate a crime awareness program in the 
low/moderate income areas of the City.  The goal is to execute a proactive approach 
to law enforcement by instituting traditional and nontraditional enforcement and 
patrol techniques with focus on problem solving within designated neighborhoods.  
Positive and routine personal contact within these designated areas will provide a 
better working relationship with the residents and the officers.  This service will be 
provided to an estimated 12,804 individuals residing in the low/moderate income 
areas of the City as designated by the U.S. Census.  Funding level $365,534. 
 
05L Child Care Services 570.201(e) 
The City of Altoona provides funding for two local day care facilities to provide child 
care costs for parents who are participating in job related training; for parents who 
are waiting for state subsidized funds; and to assist adults who are attending short 
term drug and alcohol rehabilitation.  These services will assist approximately 92 
low/moderate income children. Funding level $4,800. 
 

6. Planning and Administration 
 
Objective: The preparation of the Consolidated Plan, Action Plans, IDIS, and CAPER 
is vital to ensuring compliance with HUD regulations and for providing funding for 
needed services for CDBG Targeted Areas and residents. Additional studies may also 
need to be undertaken in order to determine the future needs of residents in eligible 
areas.   Also the continued update of the Comprehensive Plan for Altoona, 
administering and modifying the Zoning and Subdivision/Land Development 
Ordinances to encourage appropriate development must continue.  The City will also 
continue to provide education and outreach efforts for fair housing activities to 
eliminate housing discrimination through the promotion of educational programs, 
monitory and research, and community involvement.  The City will continue to be 
vigilant in monitoring fair housing issues. Estimated funding for 5 years is 
$3,000,000. 
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21A General Program Administration (570.306) 
These funds will be utilized by the Altoona Planning and Community Development 
Department to administer the entitlement fund programs and projects for the City of 
Altoona.  The Department will also conduct eligible planning functions including but 
not limited to updating the housing component of the Comprehensive Plan and 
correcting deficiencies in the City's two year old Zoning, Subdivision and Land 
Development Ordinances.  The Department will also provide referral services and 
education and outreach activities to further the objectives of Altoona's Fair Housing 
Program.  Funding level $438,674. 
 
21D Fair Housing Activities (570.206) 
This section of the Year 2005 Action Plan is to describe the specific Fair Housing 
activities that will be undertaken during the July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006 
Program Year. 
 
The City of Altoona’s Fair Housing Office will continue to administer fair housing 
activities for the City.  Established “to eliminate housing discrimination through the 
promotion of Fair Housing using educational programs, monitory and research, and 
community involvement:, Altoona is funded annually by the Housing and Community 
Development Entitlement Program.  The City of Altoona will continue to be vigilant in 
monitoring Fair Housing issues. 
 
The Fair Housing Office keeps track of all activities that occur and completes an 
annual evaluation of accomplishments and achievements which are reported in the 
City’s Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report (CAPERS).  The Fair 
Housing Office provides an opportunity to identify new impediments to Fair Housing 
and to evaluate progress made on eliminating older impediments. 
 
The Fair Housing Program is guided by a series of new goals that are established 
annually to address identified impediments to Fair Housing in Altoona.  For Fiscal 
Year 2005-06, the following outline shows actions being undertaken to address Fair 
Housing in the City of Altoona during program year 2005. 
 
IMPEDIMENT: FAIR HOUSING PUBLIC AWARENESS &  EDUCATION 

GOAL: Expand educational activities on advertising policies and practices 
ACTION: Mail information to all housing managers, landlords, real estate 

agents, lenders etc. on advertising do’s and don’ts. 
ACTION: Research new material for distributions at presentations, fairs etc. 
ACTION Enact a fair housing ordinance that prohibits housing discrimination 

that will include sexual harassment. 
ACTION: Participate at local meetings that are housing related such as 

emergency shelters, special housing task force etc. to distribute 
information. 

 
IMPEDIMENT: FAIR HOUSING SALES AND RENTAL DISCRIMINATION ISSUES 

GOAL: Strengthen participation and services to landlords and real estate agents 
ACTION: Meet with the President of the landlord association and realtors 

association and discuss possible ways to distribute fair housing materials 
to new agents. 

ACTION: Request participation and support from the landlords and realtors 
associations in our fair housing workshops. 
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IMPEDIMENT: HOMEBUYER EDUCATION & FAIR HOUSING LAWS 
GOAL: Coordinate homebuyer training with local organizations for low-moderate 

income persons and tenants who may be potential homeowners. 
ACTION: Meet with other organizations that provide homebuyer training and 

discuss possible way to have low to moderate income persons attend a 
free homebuyer training and fair housing workshop. 

ACTION: To conduct one homebuyer training workshop. 
 

IMPEDIMENT: FAIR HOUSING WORKSHOPS FOR HOUSING PROFESSIONALS, 
TENANTS, AND LANDLORDS 
GOAL: Include workshops for the housing professionals in updates and changes 

to the fair housing laws 
ACTION: Work with other organizations such as local lenders, contractors, 

realtors, advocacy groups, non profit organizations to discuss the needs 
of housing workshops, education needed, for tenants, first time 
homebuyers, and persons with disabilities on their rights and 
responsibilities in the sale and rental of housing. 

ACTION: Conduct one workshop for housing professionals. 
 
 

M. Antipoverty Strategy 
 

1. Safe and Affordable Housing 
The City of Altoona's Antipoverty Strategy is inextricably intertwined with its 
Community Development Block Grant, HOME and Emergency Shelter Grant 
Programs. The City's low-to-moderate income population of 22,932 represents 47% 
of the City's total population of 49,523. The Blair County MSA low-to-moderate 
income population (excluding the City of Altoona's population) is 28,129 or 35% of 
its total non-Altoona population.      
 
By both happenstance and design, Altoona's subsidized housing program avoided a 
physical concentration of units. Instead this housing is dispersed throughout the City 
with the central city containing a large concentration of subsidized elderly housing. 
Altoona collaborates with the public and private housing agencies to maintain all 
subsidized housing stock in good condition. This collaboration has resulted in 
improvements to public and private housing serving the low-to-moderate income 
population.      
 
One of the City's primary anti-poverty components of the CDBG program is to 
provide safe and sanitary housing for the 22,932 (47% of the City's Population) low 
and moderate income individuals residing in the City. Because 66 % of the City 
residents own their home, a high percentage in comparison with State and National 
figures, maintaining low-to-moderate-income residents in their own home is a 
primary component of the City's antipoverty program. The City currently holds 82 
mortgages on housing rehabilitated for homeowners using CDBG funds. Forty three 
percent or 35 of these clients make no mortgage payment to the City, Fifty seven 
percent or 46 of these notes make a modest principal and interest payment or a non 
interest bearing loan payment. 
 
The City supplements programs and projects to retain the public and private housing 
stock that serve the low and moderate income population. The City CDBG program 
in conjunction with the Altoona Housing Authority (AHA) has begun construction of 
six new units to serve the physically handicapped population.  
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In conjunction with the Improved Dwellings for Altoona (IDA), Altoona's CHDO, the 
City provides financial assistance to maintaining this organization's existing housing 
stock serving the low-to-moderate income population. There are a total of eight 
projects which contain 449 housing units which the City's HOME funds have assisted 
in refurbishing.   
 
In recent years the City of Altoona has provided parcels of land and infrastructure 
improvements to the local chapter of the Habitat for Humanity to construct three 
new housing units to serve low-to-moderate income families. 
 
The City also provides 50% matching funds through its HOME program for private 
landlords to upgrade or remodel housing units that are rented to low income families 
and individuals. There are currently 30 affordable housing units in this program. The 
owner must rent to eligible low income individuals for a period of five years in order 
to meet the loan requirements. 
 
One of the locally identifiable housing gaps was the lack of units for single male low-
moderate-income residents. Recently the Blair County Community Action Agency in 
conjunction with Family Services, Inc. has begun accumulating the funding 
commitments, including CDBG funds, to provide housing for this population.     
 
Providing safe and affordable housing opportunity for the low-to-moderate income 
population is a major deterrent to poverty.  
 

2. Elimination of Slum and Blight 
A concentration of blight can have strong negative and cumulative impact on any 
City. Altoona has maintained a policy of removing vacant blighted properties in a 
speedy fashion so to keep neighborhoods from deteriorating. The City's efforts are 
evident in the 2000 Census data which indicates a modestly declining population 
coupled with an accompanying decline in deteriorated housing stock. From 1995 to 
2005 the City has demolished 128 deteriorated vacant residences. As of March 2005 
there are thirty eight (38) additional units in need of and scheduled for demolition. 
The prevention of an accumulation of empty derelict housing is having a measurable 
positive impact on the City and its living environment.  
 
The City of Altoona also initiated a rental housing licensing and inspection program, 
scheduling one third of all rental units for annual inspection by the City.  
 
Improving the visual and physical environment in the neighborhood contributes to 
the diminishing of poverty. It also contributes to providing incentive for new housing 
construction.  
 

3. Creation of Employment Opportunities 
The City of Altoona, in conjunction with the regional Altoona-Blair County Economic 
Development Corporation has developed a strong economic development revolving 
loan program that creates or retains employment for low-to-moderate income 
individuals. The City's program also leverages state, regional and private investment 
funds for economic development. All income from loan repayment is returned to the 
loan pool, thereby creating a revolving self renewing loan pool. In return for the 
creation of employment, the City has provided low interest loans to local business. 
Each $25,000 of loan funds must create or retain one job for a low-to-moderate 
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income person. There are currently 38 outstanding loans with a March 2005 balance 
of $2,509,905 on an original $3,735,984 loan portfolio. 
 
Currently the City of Altoona holds the notes on 37 local businesses which have 
created 205 of the required 278 local low-to-moderate income jobs. Six firms are 
still within their approved grace period for creating the employment. Only five firms 
have been unable to meet their employment obligations and have acquired interest 
penalties on their loans. At the time this document was written, there were five 
delinquent loans, with two undergoing restructuring. The assistance to the business 
community has directly and measurably affected the low-to-moderate income 
population.  
 

4. Results 
The major impetus of the City of Altoona's antipoverty strategy has been to create 
and maintain affordable housing options, eliminate or diminish the physical impact of 
substandard or deteriorating housing, and to create employment opportunities for 
low-to-moderate income individuals by leveraging CDBG funds to secure other 
funding. It has been advantageous and convenient for the City and other agencies to 
create partnerships to address the social and physical and employment problems. 
 

5. Other Services 
Other components of the City's antipoverty strategy have included: 
• providing travel to work for low-to-moderate income individuals by assisting the 

public transportation system so that additional state funds can be leveraged for 
this essential service, 

• reducing barriers for the physically disabled,  
• providing assistance to the human service agencies that specifically assist the 

homeless, and 
• assisting two day care services for parents receiving employment training or 

short term substance abuse treatment. 
 
 
N. Non-Homeless Special Needs 

 
The best estimate for the number of persons in various sub populations that have a 
potential for acquiring housing or supportive services can only be gleaned from the US 
Census and other relevant data.   
 
A mailing of 18 surveys with a 44% return indicated the following non-homeless special 
needs, as prioritized.  There was no differentiation between housing needs and 
supportive service needs. 
 
Elderly – Medium 
Frail Elderly – Medium 
Persons w/severe mental illness – High 
Developmentally disabled – Low 
Physically disabled – Medium 
Alcohol/other drug addicted – High 
Persons w/HIV/AIDS and their families - Low 
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1. Elderly and Frail Elderly:  
The elderly are a major portion of the population, (9507, 60-85+), comprising the 
largest special needs group in Altoona.   The US Census indicates that 5.20% 
(9,507) of the city’s population is over the age of 60.  It is unknown what 
percentage of this population in the future will require housing or supportive 
services. 
 
Since the health of this population is the mitigating factor that determines the need 
for health care or other supportive services, it is important that the City have readily 
available social services for this potential future clientele.  Currently, elderly in need 
of housing or supportive services are referred to Blair Senior Services and assigned a 
case manager if appropriate, or directed to other social service agencies and housing 
authorities.  This is usually done at the time of discharge from a hospital or 
institution.  The Altoona Hospital, as part of discharge procedures, will make 
arrangements for housing in nursing homes, rehab hospitals, etc. 
 

2. Persons with Disabilities:   
Physical 
The 2000 US Census data shows that approximately 20% of the city’s population is 
disabled, taking into consideration sensory and/or physically.  Physically disabled 
individuals require modified living space and the removal of physical barriers.  The 
Center for Independent Living utilized the City’s Home Access Grant in modifying 
existing homes for the physically disabled.  Also, the Altoona Housing Authority is 
constructing 6 handicapped accessible units to their Pleasant Village Housing 
Complex.  
 
An obstacle is the lack of affordable accessible housing for the physically disabled. 
The age of the housing stock limits this housing availability because housing built 
more than thirty years ago tended to contain elevated entrances and multiple 
stories, which are not compatible with physical disabilities. 
 
Mental/Developmentally 
There are 84 individuals in the Mental Health/Mental Retardation and Drug and 
Alcohol system currently not homeless but in need of services which are provided by 
the Social Service agencies.  The number of people not in the system is currently 
unknown. 
 
Persons with severe mental illness and the developmentally disabled in need of 
housing and housing supportive services are referred to personal care homes. Also, 
human services agencies make arrangements with a number of mental health 
housing facilities that are available. Home Nursing Agency’s Tartaglio House is a 
transitional Personal Care facility; Skills of Central PA operates Tyler Hall, which is 
also transitional housing.  Improved Dwellings for Altoona operates the Union 
Avenue Apartments, permanent housing for people with mental illness.   Several 
agencies provide scattered site housing options throughout the city. 
 
Persons with Alcohol/Drug Addictions 
In terms of alcohol and drug addiction, substance abuse has become a higher 
priority recently. Pyramid Healthcare in Altoona operates a three-month drug and 
alcohol rehabilitation program for dually diagnosed persons, providing counseling 
and supportive services.  The Altoona Hospital operates a substance abuse 
treatment program, and the Salvation Army is also available for shelter and 
rehabilitation programs.   
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An obstacle is the lack of available housing for recovering substance abuse addicts. 
This is due to a discriminatory attitude on the part of a number of landlords. There is 
a need for housing for individuals attempting to reemerge into society through 
reentry plans.  The Blair County MH/MR office is currently examining the possibility 
of securing vouchers as a method of providing housing opportunities to this 
population. 
 
Persons with HIV/AIDS and their families 
Figures for the number of persons with HIV/AIDS living in Altoona are not available.  
Home Nursing Agency’s Homeless Prevention Project provides rent and utility 
assistance to HIV/AIDS clients, utilizing the city’s Emergency Shelter Grant Funds. 
They intend to serve 15 individuals this year who are housed, but in danger of 
becoming homeless.  There is a need for single room occupancy housing and other 
support services for this population. 
 
Other special supportive housing needs have been identified by local focus groups 
and questionnaires.   These include single room occupancy housing for single adult 
males, and employment and housing for people with addictions reentering the labor 
force and society from either prison or drug and alcohol centers.   
 
The Blair County Community Agency and Family Services, Inc. are collaborating on 
the development of a single room occupancy housing project.  In addition to being 
an identified housing need, this service has become more significant with the recent 
destruction of an SRO facility.  A potential location for a new facility has been 
identified and the city is working with the agencies to obtain funding. 
 
The City does not intend to use HOME Funds or any other tenant based rental 
assistance to assist the above mentioned sub-populations. 
 
To summarize, services for homeless population and special need non-homeless 
population categories overlap.  By participating in the State’s Continuum of Care, all 
of the  Blair County human service agencies work together, networking and making 
referrals to address the needs of both, whether they are homeless or not. 

 
 
O. Central Altoona Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area 

 
The following projects are set forth in the NRSA plan document as either commencing or 
continuing in program year 2005: 
 
1. Community Service Initiatives 

These initiatives provide the community itself with the needed support services 
necessary to enable the people to begin to help themselves and the neighborhood at 
large in recovery and revitalization. All the projects listed under the community 
service initiatives are ongoing for the life of the NRSA except one, which will be 
discussed separately below. 
 
The Blair County Community Action Agency has taken on the responsibility to carry 
out most of the community service projects listed in the NRSA document. Through 
the Neighborhood Access Center located in Logantown, the Agency provides support 
for the neighborhood meetings and the Logantown Action Council itself. The Agency 
is also the conduit for the provision of quarterly health clinics, the quarterly report to 
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the Planning Commission, and the anti-drug and anti-violence seminars offered at 
the Center. These have been ongoing since the inception of the program and will 
continue through the program. 
 
Another provider of community service within the NRSA boundaries is the local 
transit agency. AMTRAN routes converge on the downtown transportation center and 
provide services from there throughout Altoona and central Blair County. The Flash 
route serves entirely within the boundaries of the NRSA, providing access around the 
downtown area, the elderly apartment housing, and the medical mall. We expect 
AMTRAN service to continue within the NRSA for the life of the strategy. 
 
The one community service project that is not slated to extend over the entire five-
year life of the strategy is the Altoona Transportation Center project. The Center was 
constructed three decades ago to provide a parking garage, AMTRAN bus platform, 
and a station area for intercity buses and trains. As with most thirty year old 
buildings, it is not practicably accessible to those with disabilities, and is in need of 
major maintenance. The strategy calls for repairs to be undertaken in 2005 which 
include the parking deck (not with C HUD funds) and the mechanicals within the 
station area. This will be followed with ADA upgrades the following year. 
 

2. Economic Development Initiatives 
This is the heart of the NRSA strategy in its second five year cycle. The strategy area 
was changed in 2004 to include the residents and businesses in the downtown and 
old rail industrial areas to provide economic opportunity to the residents within the 
NRSA and the region. As with the community service initiatives, several of the 
proposed projects in this category also span the life of the NRSA. 
 
In 2004, the new Station Medical Center opened where the Station Mall had been. 
This redevelopment of a derelict mall into a viable medical center has spurred 
additional interest in the parcel which should provide opportunity through the next 
year on through the five year period envisioned in the current NRSA. The City will 
assist whenever such opportunity presents itself, and will actively support the 
continued redevelopment of the site. 
 
The Blair County Community Action Agency will also play a strong role in this 
initiative. The NRSA was initially developed to complement the Pennsylvania 
NAP/CSP program which also targets the downtown and Logantown. The Agency will 
continue, with the City and the Altoona-Blair County Development Corporation, to 
coordinate activities to ensure the programs are working together. As is has done 
thus far in the NRSA, the Agency, working though the Neighborhood Access Center, 
will continue to provide training and skills courses on a continual basis. The Agency 
and Center also have the responsibility to maintain the tot lot constructed through 
the program in 2002. 
 
The NRSA document also calls for a number of studies to be undertaken in 2005. 
The City will be working with the Neighborhood Action Council on a redevelopment 
plan for Orchard Park in Logantown. Orchard Park has fallen into disrepair in the 
past few decades, and a number of residents have expressed a desire to revitalize 
the Park for community use. Another park study is the improvements of Gospel Hill 
Park, historically the center of Altoona, located above the downtown. This study will 
take coordination with the Pennsylvania Department of Natural Resources, which has 
expressed an interest this project with local residents. 
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Two other studies will continue into 2005 from the previous program year. First is 
the Pennsylvania Elm Street project on Union Avenue in the southeasterly corner of 
the NRSA. This project will provide streetscape design for a downtown gateway and 
provide some support for local businesses and residents of the immediate area. The 
second continuing study is the reuse of the land currently occupied by surface 
parking on 12th Avenue and 15th Street. This study continues previous work which 
should culminate in a higher use of the parcel and a new destination point for the 
downtown. 
 
The City Planning staff will continue to work with local business owners through the 
regulatory framework of the Altoona Planning Code to stay on top of the 
neighborhood parking issues outlined in the NRSA document. The staff will also 
continue to work closely with the Altoona-Blair County Development Corporation on 
the reuse of the brownfields within the NRSA boundaries and in increasing the 
awareness and use of the various plazas downtown – particularly Heritage Plaza 
opposite Gospel Hill on 14th St.. All of these are ongoing projects. 
 
The final economic development initiative to be undertaken in 2005 is the completion 
of the Twelfth Avenue streetscape, a project that has lasted over several years 
through three phases. This project will provide a consistent and safe street 
environment along Twelfth Avenue for all types of traffic. 
 

3. Housing Initiatives 
The final initiative in the strategy area is the housing initiative. As with the others, 
there are several ongoing projects within this category that will start or continue 
through 2005. The extensive list of housing assistance services provided by the Blair 
County Community Action Agency, such as weatherization, community tool bank, 
and such, will continue this program year, The Agency has had an excellent response 
from local residents to these programs, and the results are becoming apparent. 
These service address housing that is in slightly deteriorated condition and require 
only handyman-type repairs. 
 
An intermediary program was initiated by City Council three years ago to assist 
tenants and landlords with their respective roles in preventing blight. The Council 
adopted a rental inspection program requiring the registration of all rental units and 
an inspection for basic life safety elements within each unit every three years. This 
program has been an immediate success, and its effect is evident citywide. The City 
has no plans to discontinue the program, and it will remain in place through program 
year 2005. 
 
The City programs for rehabilitation and removal of blighted properties will also 
continue in 2005, including the targeted program benefiting NRSA residents. The 
rehabilitation program is intended for moderately deteriorated housing units 
requiring a contractor to do the work. The removal program is intended for housing 
that is beyond recovery and must be removed for the health, safety, and welfare of 
the residents of the surrounding neighborhood. 
 
The City has two other programs which assist in the revitalization and/or 
stabilization of a neighborhood. The first provides assistance with infill development 
as owners/developers approach the City staff with an interest. The second provides 
otherwise unusable parcels to adjoining property owners to be incorporated into the 
main property as yard. Both these programs are reactive in nature: no active 
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marketing is done. The City plans to continue both programs through the 2005 
program year. 
 
The final housing initiative for 2005 is the demolition of the Lexington Avenue 
rowhouses and the preparation of the property for eventual reconstruction of 
housing units. These were identified as a blight and a fire hazard by the Logantown 
Action Council at the outset of the plan. The Council voted to have the 
Redevelopment Authority come in under both the Logantown Urban Redevelopment 
Area and the NRSA to remove the units and replace them with new housing units 
appropriate to the neighborhood. 2005 will see the end of the rowhouses and a 
continuation of the design process for the new units. 
 

4. Program Administration 
Of course, the City Planning and Community Development staff will continue to 
administer the program overall. Specific projects will be administered by the 
provider with administrative oversight by the City in accordance with established 
monitoring and administrative procedures. 

 
 
P. Synopsis of 2005 Projects 
 
The chart on the following page provides a brief look at the projects on the funding list for 
the 2005 program year. Of the 44 projects requested, the City was able to provide funding 
for 33. Further information on matching funds, and the CPMP project sheets are included as 
attachments at the end of this document. 
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City of Altoona 2005 CDBG Projects 

 

Funding 
Source 

Project 
No. 

Project Name Location Proposed 
Amount 

CDBG 1 Housing & Community Development Program Administration 1301 12th Street $438,674 
CDBG 2 Single Family Homeowner Rehabilitation Citywide $592,850 
CDBG 3 Safe Housing/ Healthy Living Program CT 1003 BG 1; CT 1004 BG 1,2; CT 1005 BG 1,2 & 3; CT 1007 BG 1,2; 

CT 1014 BG 1,2; CT 1016 BG 1,2 & 3; CT 1017 BG 1,2,3 & 4; CT 1019 
BG 1,2 

$59,215 

CDBG 4 Eldorado Storm Sewer Improvements 6th Avenue from 58th  Street to confluence of Burgoon Run $250,000 
CDBG 5 Street Resurfacing Project Citywide $100,000 
CDBG 6 CAP Men’s Shelter Rehabilitation 2001 8th Avenue $86,527 
CDBG 7 Economic Development Programs Citywide $484,870 
CDBG 8 Lexington Avenue Project - NRSA CT 1007 BG 1,2 & 3; CT 1006 BG 1,3; CT 1019 BG 1 $90,000 
CDBG 9 Sixth Ward Community Center Improvements 2101 5th Avenue $22,500 
CDBG 10 Blighted Property Program Citywide $100,000 
CDBG 11 Blighted Property Maintenance Program Citywide $120,000 
CDBG 12 Lower Altoona Urban Renewal Area CT 1016 BG 1,2 & 3; CT 1017 BG 1,2 & 3 $20,000 
CDBG 13 AAPL Intergenerational Outreach Program 300 Crawford Avenue, 1609 Kettle Street, 1010 12th Street, 1809 11th 

Street, 418 8th Avenue 
$2,400 

CDBG 14 AMTRAN – Low/Mod Bus Service CT 1007 BG 2; CT 1014 BG 1,2; CT 1016 BG 1,2 & 3; CT 1017 BG 2,3 & 
4; CT 1019 BG 1 

$50,000 

CDBG 15 Blair Senior Services Recreation Program 1320 12th Avenue $3,000 
CDBG 16 Recreation Fee Subsidy Program Citywide $3,000 
CDBG 17 Child Advocates of Blair County Child Care Citywide $2,400 
CDBG 18 Lilly Pond Child Care Services 910 Poland Avenue, 110 Cherry Avenue, 418 8th Avenue, RD 4 Juniata 

Gap, 411 12th Street, 310 Cayuga Avenue, 1809 11th Street 
$2,400 

CDBG 19 Neighborhood Police Bicycle Patrol CT 1003 BG 1; CT 1004 BG 1,2; CT 1005 BG 1,2 & 3; CT 1007 BG 1,2; 
CT 1009 BG 3; CT 1012 BG 4; CT 1014 BG 1,2; CT 1016 BG 1,2 & 3; CT 
1017 BG 1,2,3 and 4; CT 1019 1,2 

$365,534 

HOME 20 HOME Program Administration 1301 12th Street $45,021.10 
HOME 21 HOME Rental Rehabilitation Program Citywide $197,677.90 
HOME 22 IDA Renovation of Chateau 2701 Walnut Avenue and 1126 15th Avenue $65,000 
HOME 23 IDA Scattered Sites Citywide $75,000 
HOME 24 IDA-CDC Acquisition and Rehabilitation of Resale Citywide $67,532 
ESG 25 Blair Senior Services Homeless Prevention Program Citywide $7,000 
ESG 26 ESG Program Administration 1301 12th Street $4,409 
ESG 27 CAP – Men’s Shelter Operating Costs Citywide $10,190 
ESG 28 Emergency Shelter Program – Family House Homeless 

Shelter 
Citywide $25,000 

ESG 29 HNA Blair House/Tartaglio Home Citywide $8,584 
ESG 30 HNA Aids Intervention Citywide $3,000 
ESG 31 Skills of Central PA Tyler Hall Citywide $10,000 
ESG 32 St. Vincent de Paul Homeless Prevention Citywide $6,000 
ESG 33 Family Services of Blair County Citywide $14,000 
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2005 Attachments 
 
The following pages include the attachments for the 2005 preparation of the Consolidated 
Plan and the 2005 Action Plan. These attachments include the following: 
 

o Application and Certifications 
 

o 2005 Budget Worksheet & Project List 
 

o Application Schedule, Notices, Sign-In Sheets, and Minutes 
 

o Public Notice of Adoption 
 

o Resolution Adopting the Plan 
 
These documents are an integral part of the adoption and implementation process and are 
included here for reference. 
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A B C D E F G

 March 2005
P.S. Calculation

2005 CDBG Entitlement 2,283,370.00$     2,283,370.00$     
Est. FY 2005 Program Income 510,000.00$        
FY 2003 Program Income 576,684.71$        

Subtotal 2,793,370.00$     2,860,054.71$     
Plan & Admin. 20% (558,674.00)$       

CDBG Total 2,234,696.00$     
ESG 88,183.00$          

HOME 450,211.00$        

CDBG HOME ESG
Low/ Mod Public Service Slum & Blight Plan & Admin

change as needed Min 70% of B-11 Max 15% of C-9 Max 30% of B-11 Max 20% of B-9
Project Name 1,564,287.20$     429,008.21$       670,408.80$        558,674.00$       

HCD Administration 438,674.00$       
City's Single Family Rehab 592,850.00$        
AAPL Intergenerational Outreach 2,400.00$           
AMTRAN 50,000.00$         
Blair Senior Rec Program 3,000.00$           
CBRC Rec Program 3,000.00$           
Child Advocates Child Care 2,400.00$           
Easter Seals Child Care 2,400.00$           
City's Bike Patrol 365,534.00$       
City's Safe Housing/Healthy Living 59,215.00$          
City's Eng - Eldorador Storm Sewer 250,000.00$        
City's Eng - Street Resurfacing 100,000.00$        
CAP - Shelter Rehabilitation 86,527.00$          
ABCD Corp - Bus Enterprise Dev 34,870.00$          
ABCD Corp - Micro Enterprise 40,000.00$          
ABCD Corp - EDLF 410,000.00$        
ABCD Corp - Blighted Maintenance 120,000.00$        
ARA - Blighted Property Program 100,000.00$        
ARA - LAURA Project 20,000.00$          
ARA - Lexington Avenue Project 90,000.00$          
CBRC Sixth Ward Boiler System 22,500.00$          

Total 1,685,962.00$     428,734.00$        240,000.00$         438,674.00$        
B41 + C41 =  total low/mod benefit 2,114,696.00$     

94.63% 14.99% 10.74% 15.70%

Calc. Check C41+D41+E41+F41=B9 2,793,370.00$     

HOME PROGRAM

HOME Program Admin 45,021.10$       
Rental Rehabilitation Program 197,677.90$      
IDA Renovation of Chateau 65,000.00$       
IDA Scattered Sites 75,000.00$       
IDA Acquisition & Rehab for Resale 67,532.00$       
                                       TOTAL 450,231.00$     

ESG Program

Blair Senior -Homless Prevention 7,000.00$           
ESG Program Admin 4,409.00$           
CAP - Men Shelter Operating Costs 10,190.00$         
ESP Family House 25,000.00$         
HNA Blair House/Tartaglio Home 8,584.00$           
HNA Aids Intervention 3,000.00$           
Skills of Central PA Tyler Hall 10,000.00$         
St. Vincent de Paul 6,000.00$           
Family Services Inc. 14,000.00$         
                                       TOTAL 88,183.00$         

CITY OF ALTOONA HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ENTITLEMENT PROGRAM
FISCAL YEAR STARTING JULY 1, 2005 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2006
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2005 Funding Allocations 
 

Program Amount 
CDBG $2,283,370 
HOME $   450,211 
ESG $     88,183 
Projected Income $   510,000* 
Total $3,331,764  

*Program income from loan repayments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOME Matching Fund Statement 
 
The City of Altoona has been notified that due to its distressed status, the HOME Program 
match requirement has been waived.  
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Non-ESG Matching Funds 
 
PROJECT      AMOUNT 
NAME      OF SUPPORT    SOURCE 
 
Economic Development  $4,479,450    Private Funds 
Loan Fund         State Funds 
 
Economic Development  $     85,320    Federal Funds  
Services        
 
Mircro-Enterprise Assist.  $     36,594    Private Funds 
 
Amtran    $1,506,959    FTA 
          State Oper. Funds 
          Other Sources 
 
Blair Senior Services   $     48,760    Blair County  
          Rec. Fee Subsidy 
          PA Dept. of Aging/ 
          Program Fees 
 
Child Advocates Day Care  $     46,000    Private Pay 
          State Subsidy 
          Head Start 
          Fundraising 
 
Altoona Area Public Library  $     37,800    General Fund of the 
          Library 
          Friends of the AAPL 
 
Easter Seals Central PA  $   269,260    Federal/State 
          Blair County 
          Parent Fees/Copays 
          Other Funds 
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ESG Matching Funds 
 
AGENCY    ESG GRANT    MATCH 
 
Family Services   $   525,369   Federal Gov’t 
Of Blair County       PA Coalition Against 

Domestic Violence, 
Bridge Housing 
Contributions, 
Children & Youth Service 
Agencies, 
United Way of Blair County, 
and Other Private. 

 
Skills     $    37,000   Tenant Rent and 

Tenant Laundry 
 
Emergency Shelter   $    89,700   Blair County Homeless 
Project, Inc.        Assistance Program 

FEMA Funds, 
Nazareth Family Foundation 
Donations/Grants, and 
Fund Raising 

 
Blair Senior Services   $   286,875   Case Management, 

Rental Assistance, 
Emergency Shelter, 
FEMA and Drug and Alcohol. 

 
Community Action Program  $   116,600   Blair Co. Community Action 
 
Home Nursing Agency  $   190,000   Family Health Council 

HIV Homeless Program 
 
Home Nursing Agency  $   427,576   Blair County MH/MR  
Blair House/Tartaglio Home      Self Pay 
 
St. Vincent DePaul   $    35,000   Society Funds 
Operation TOUCH 
 
City of Altoona   $            0   No Match required: 
ESG Administration  City provides full support for 

this activity 
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3

Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Housing & Community Development Program Administration
CPMP Version 1.3

Operation budget for the Planning and Community Development Department for general management, monitoring, 
coordination, oversight and evaluation of projects within the Community Development Block Grant Program.  Additional 
administration expenditures for programs that have been developed to support the goals and objectives of the City's 
Comprehensive and Five-Year Consolidated Plan.

Description: IDIS Project #: 1 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
1301 12th Street, Altoona, PA

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives
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Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.
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Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

Administration of the CDBG 
Program
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Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

438674 Proposed Amt.
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Not Applicable

Help the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

21A General Program Administration 570.206

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:
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Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:
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Planning/Administration

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Single Family Homeowner Rehabilitation
CPMP Version 1.3

This is an ongoing program being administered by the City of Altoona's Planning and Community Development Staff to 
assist homeowners in rehabilitation activities.  Assistance varies with a participant's economic need.  This program is 
part of a long-term City strategy to improve the homes of its low-moderate income residents.

Description: IDIS Project #: 2 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
Citywide

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

This is a high priority housing progam which allows the City to 
maintain its current housing stock and deter blight in the 
community.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives
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Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome
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10 Single Family Units 10 units per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

592850 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

10

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMC 

Improve the quality of owner housingHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

14A Rehab; Single-Unit Residential 570.202

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Owner Occupied Housing

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMC 

Improve the quality of owner housingHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

14A Rehab; Single-Unit Residential 570.202

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Owner Occupied Housing

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Safe Housing/Healthy Living Program
CPMP Version 1.3

Project will improve the quality of life for residences within selected low and moderate income neighborhoods by 
removal of slum and blight through effective code enforcement.  The code enforcement officer provides educational 
oportunities to assist the residents with information on safe housing, living, and ways to make the areas safe places in 
which to live.  Daily routine inspections of the area along with verbal communication with property owners and 
occupants enables the officer to identify property maintenance problems, housing violations, health and safety violations 

Description: IDIS Project #: 3 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
 C.T. 1003 BG 1; C.T.1004 BG 
1&2; C.T. 1005 BG 1,2&3; C.T. 
1007 BG 1&2; C.T. 1014 BG 1&2; 
C.T. 1016 BG 1,2&3; C.T. 1017 
BG 1,2,3&4; C.T. 1019 BG 1&2 Explanation:

Select one:

Description:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Removal of slum and blight by using a proactive approach.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

700

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

provide assistance to 700 
households.

provide assistance to 
approximately 58 households 

h

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

59215 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

700

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4 Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMA 

Improve the services for low/mod income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

15 Code Enforcement 570.202(c)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Infrastructure

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMA 

Improve the services for low/mod income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

15 Code Enforcement 570.202(c)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Infrastructure

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Eldorado Storm Sewer Improvements
CPMP Version 1.3

Project will alleviate flooding of Evergreen Manor, a low/moderate income housing development, by re-directing storm 
flows to Burgoon Run discharge point.  The project would eliminate or relocate approximately one-half (1/2) of the 
drainage area that flows to Evergreen Manor and would also reduce the amount of debris that is directed toward the 
housing project which causes blockage of drainage systems situated upstream from Evergreen Manor.  The City's 
Engineering Department will administer the project.

Description: IDIS Project #: 4 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
6th Avenue from 58th Street to 
confluence of Burgoon Run, 
Altoona, PA

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2007

National Objective Codes:

Provide or improve storm water service to qualifying areas.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

198

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

Benefit 198 low/mod 
income people

198 people per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

250000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

198

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMC 

Improve quality / increase quantity of public improvements for lower income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03J Water/Sewer Improvements 570.201(c)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Infrastructure

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMC 

Improve quality / increase quantity of public improvements for lower income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03J Water/Sewer Improvements 570.201(c)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Infrastructure

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Street Resurfacing Project
CPMP Version 1.3

Ongoing project to revitalize existing public roadways in low to moderate income areas within the City of Altoona.  The 
project will benefit rersidents to the immediate area improved by providing safe and easier access to their place of 
residence and also provide a means to the City of Altoona to keep public roadways from deterioration.  Project will be 
administered by the City's Department of Engineering.  

Description: IDIS Project #: 5 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Priority Need Category
Low/mod areas of the City. Actual 
location will be advertised prior to 
project start.

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Revitalize existing public roadways.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

24

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

complete 24 blocks of 
street resurfacing

24 blocks per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

100000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

24

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMA 

Improve quality / increase quantity of public improvements for lower income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

Other

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03K Street Improvements 570.201(c)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Other

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Infrastructure

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMA 

Improve quality / increase quantity of public improvements for lower income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

Other

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03K Street Improvements 570.201(c)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Other

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Infrastructure

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: CAP Men's Shelter Rehabilitation
CPMP Version 1.3

Project will rehabilitate a building located at 2001 8th Avenue, Altoona, into a men's homeless shelter.  This shelter will 
provide short-stay (30 days) shelter and supportive services to single men who are homeless from the general 
population.

Description: IDIS Project #: 6 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
2001 8th Avenue, Altoona, PA 
16601

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Provide shelter for the homeless.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

1

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

Rehabilitation of 1 men's 
shelter

Complete rehab in 1 year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

86527 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMC 

End chronic homelessnessHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

11 Public Facilities

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

11 Public Facilities

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMC 

End chronic homelessnessHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

11 Public Facilities

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

11 Public Facilities

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Economic Development Programs
CPMP Version 1.3

The Altoona Blair County Development Corporation (ABCD) will administer a low interest loan program to businesses 
who agree to create one low to moderate income job per $25,000 of loan.  ABCD will also provide assistance to micro-
enterprises and provide economic development outreach to businesses in the Enteprise Zone.

Description: IDIS Project #: 7 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
Citywide

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Creation or retention of jobs.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

16

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

create 16 low/mod jobs creation or retention of 16 
low/mod jobs per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

484870 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

16

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMJ 

Improve economic opportunities for low-income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

13 Jobs

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

18A ED Direct Financial Assistance to For-Profits 570.203(b)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

13 Jobs

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Economic Development

18B ED Technical Assistance 570.203(b)

18C Micro-Enterprise Assistance

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMJ 

Improve economic opportunities for low-income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

13 Jobs

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

18A ED Direct Financial Assistance to For-Profits 570.203(b)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

13 Jobs

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Economic Development

18B ED Technical Assistance 570.203(b)

18C Micro-Enterprise Assistance

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Lexington Avenue Project 
CPMP Version 1.3

Continuation of the Lexington Avenue RowHouse Project to complete asbestos removal, demolition and site 
improvements in the Neighborhod Revitalization Strategy Area.  This project is being administered by the Altoona 
Redevelopment Authority and is located along Lexington Avenue between 2nd and 3rd Street, Altoona.

Description: IDIS Project #: 8 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
C.T. 1007 BG 1,2,3; C.T. 1006 BG 
1,3; C.T. 1019 BG 1

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Removal of outdated housing units to to be replaced with new units 
per Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area Plan.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

10

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

construction 10 new units 
in the NRSA Area. 1 unit for 
h h ll d bl d

Create two units per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

90000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

10

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMH 

Improve access to affordable owner housingHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

01 Acquisition of Real Property 570.201(a)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Other

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMH 

Improve access to affordable owner housingHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

01 Acquisition of Real Property 570.201(a)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Other

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Sixth Ward Community Center Improvements
CPMP Version 1.3

Replacement of a 50 year old boiler system and curb and sidewalk repairs at the Sixth Ward Community Center.  This 
center also houses an Adult Day Care Program for mentally and physically challenged adults.  

Description: IDIS Project #: 9 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
2101 Fifth Avenue, Altoona, PA 
16602

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Maintainence of existing public facility for youth and mentally and 
physically challenged adults.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

1

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

Upgrade of 1 community 
center

Completion of upgrade within 1 
year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

22500 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMA 

Improve quality / increase quantity of neighborhood facilities for low-income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

11 Public Facilities

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03E Neighborhood Facilities 570.201(c)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

11 Public Facilities

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Public Facilities

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMA 

Improve quality / increase quantity of neighborhood facilities for low-income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

11 Public Facilities

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03E Neighborhood Facilities 570.201(c)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

11 Public Facilities

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Public Facilities

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Blighted Property Program
CPMP Version 1.3

Use of Section 12.1 of the Pennsylania Urban Redevelopment Law and City Code Enforcement efforts to prevent or 
eliminate spot blight through property acquisition, relocation, demolition and disposition activites.  Joint efforts between 
the City Code Enforcment Department and the Altoona Redevelopment Authority.  

Description: IDIS Project #: 10 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
Citywide

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Removal of slum and blight.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

10

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

Remove 10 blighted 
structures

10 structures per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

100000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

10

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

SBS 

Help the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

04 Clearance and Demolition 570.201(d)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Other

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

SBS 

Help the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

04 Clearance and Demolition 570.201(d)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Other

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Blighted Property Maintenance Program
CPMP Version 1.3

Altoona Blair County Development Corporation will maintain a staff of three individuals responsible for securing and 
maintaining blighted properties located in the City.  The City Code Enforcment Department will handle the daily 
coordination and supervision of this program.  The City of Altoona will provide the required supplies and equipment to 
allow for the successful operation of this program.

Description: IDIS Project #: 11 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
Citywide

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Removal of slum and blight.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

60

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

Securing and/or removal of 
debris from 60 structures

60 structure/year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

120000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

60

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

SBS 

Help the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

04 Clearance and Demolition 570.201(d)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Other

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

SBS 

Help the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

04 Clearance and Demolition 570.201(d)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Other

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Lower Altoona Urban Renewal Area
CPMP Version 1.3

Construction supervision of the 7th Street Bridge for the installation of decorative bridge acoutrements, land acquisition, 
public park design and public park construction including public art.  This project will eliminate slum and blight by 
creating a city gateway park on the heels of the replacement of an aging city bridge thereby improving the 
neighborhood streetscape, city view and city entrance.  Pedestrian and handicapped accessibility will be greatly 
increased with this project.

Description: IDIS Project #: 12 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
5th Ave Alley at the city line 
southwest along the alley to 12th 
St; 12th St to PA Railroad 
following PA Railroad northeasterly
back up to the city line. Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Acquisition of parcels to prevent slum and blight.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

1

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

creation of 1 park for open 
space beautification

1 park/year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

20000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

SBA 

Help the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

Other

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03F Parks, Recreational Facilities 570.201(c)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Other

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Other

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

SBA 

Help the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

Other

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03F Parks, Recreational Facilities 570.201(c)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Other

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Other

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: AAPL Intergenerational Outreach Program
CPMP Version 1.3

The Altoona Area Public Library Inter-generational Outreach program will provide library services and programs to 
benefit low/moderate income senior citizens and children.  The program is designed to provide library services to 
segments of th population that would otherwise go unsered.  Services will be provided at the head start progams at 
Stevens Building, Fairview Hills, Greenwood Center, Juniata Elementary, Wright Elementary and Blair Tower/IDA also the 
afterschool program at Fairiew Hills. 

Description: IDIS Project #: 13 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
200 E. Crawford Avenue, 1609 
Kettle Street, 1010 12th Street, 
1809 11th Street, 418 8th 
Avenue, Altoona, PA

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Outreach services to youth and elderly persons.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

30

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

provide 30 low/mod 
individuals with library 

30 per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

2400 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

30

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMC 

Improve the services for low/mod income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

05 Public Services (General) 570.201(e)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Public Services

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMC 

Improve the services for low/mod income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

05 Public Services (General) 570.201(e)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Public Services

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: AMTRAN - Low/Mod Bus Service
CPMP Version 1.3

Project will provide bus service to the low/moderate income areas of the Penn-Lincoln and East End neighborhoods.
Description: IDIS Project #: 14 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
C.T. 1007 BG 2; C.T. 1014 BG 
1,2; C.T. 1016 BG 1,2,3; C.T. 
1017 BG 2,3,4; C.T. 1019 BG 1

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Provide public transportation for the populace to access the job site 
from the home.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

7104

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

assist 7104 people in 
low/mod areas

assist 592 people per month

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

50000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

7104

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMA 

Improve the services for low/mod income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

05E Transportation Services 570.201(e)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Public Services

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMA 

Improve the services for low/mod income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

05E Transportation Services 570.201(e)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Public Services

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Blair Senior Services Recreation Program
CPMP Version 1.3

Recreational activities at the Altoona Senior Center.  Program provides affordable, accessible classess and activities for 
persons age 60 and over, improving their quality of life and promoting both mental and physical health.

Description: IDIS Project #: 15 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
1320 12th Avenue, Altoona, PA 
16601

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Recreation opportunites to the City's elderly population.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

225

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

assist 225 senior citizens assist 18 elderly per month

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

3000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

225

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMC 

Improve the services for low/mod income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

05A Senior Services 570.201(e)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Public Services

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMC 

Improve the services for low/mod income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

05A Senior Services 570.201(e)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Public Services

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Recreation Fee Subsidy Program
CPMP Version 1.3

Subsidizing of fees for low/moderate income City children to enable participation in the Central Blair Recreation 
Commission's programs such as basketball, soccer, cheerleading, football, and baton programming at community 
centers, playgrounds or in a school district building.  Central Blair Recreation and Park Comission will administer this 
program out of the 6th Ward Community Center located at 2101 Fifth Avenue.

Description: IDIS Project #: 16 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
Citywide

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

06/30/206

National Objective Codes:

Recreation opportunities to City's youth.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

130

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

assist 130 low/mod city 
children

130 youth per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

3000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

130

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMC 

Improve the services for low/mod income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

05D Youth Services 570.201(e)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Public Services

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMC 

Improve the services for low/mod income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

05D Youth Services 570.201(e)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Public Services

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Child Advocates of Blair County Child Care
CPMP Version 1.3

Child care services to low/moderate income families whose parents are attending training, awaiting state subsidized 
funding, or who are attending short term drug and alcohol rehabilitation.  Child care services will be provided at the 
Greenwood Head Start Center, 319 Sycamore Street and the Fairview Hills Head Start/Child Care Center, 1609 Kettle 
Street.

Description: IDIS Project #: 17 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
Citywide

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Opportunities for agencies providing supportive services to 
disadvantaged people.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

72

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

assist 72 low/mod children 72 children per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

2400 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

72

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMC 

Improve the services for low/mod income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

05L Child Care Services 570.201(e)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Public Services

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMC 

Improve the services for low/mod income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

05L Child Care Services 570.201(e)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Public Services

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Lilly Pond Child Care Services
CPMP Version 1.3

Easter Seals Central Pennsylvania will administer the before and after school child care services for children of 
low/moderate income families whose parents work, looking for work or going to school.  Project will fund the gap 
between subsidized care rates and the actual unit cost of providing the care.  Services will be provided at seven (7) 
elementary schools located in the City of Altoona.

Description: IDIS Project #: 18 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
910 Poland Avenue, 110 Cherry 
Avenue, 418 8th Avenue, RD 4 
Juniata Gap, 411 12th Street, 310 
Cayuga Avenue, 1809 11th Street

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Opportunities for agencies providing supportive services to 
disadvantaged people.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

20

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

assist 20 low/mod children 20 children per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

2400 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

20

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMC 

Help the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

05L Child Care Services 570.201(e)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Public Services

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMC 

Help the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

05L Child Care Services 570.201(e)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Public Services

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Neighborhood Police Bicycle Patrol
CPMP Version 1.3

A vital community safety/crime prevention activity in community policing to improve safety in low/moderate income 
neighborhoods and to improve interaction between residents and police.  Program will be administered by the Altoona 
City Police Department.

Description: IDIS Project #: 19 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
C.T. 1003 BG 1; C.T. 1004 BG 
1,2; C.T. 1005 BG 1,2,3; C.T. 
1007 BG 1,2; C.T. 1009 BG 3; 
C.T. 1012 BG 4; C.T. 1014 BG 
1,2; C.T. 1016 BG 1,2,3; C.T. 
1017 BG 1 2 3 4  C T  1019 BG 

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Neighborhood policing.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

12804

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

assist 12804 people in 
low/mod areas of city

12804 people per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

365534 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

12804

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMA 

Improve the services for low/mod income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

05I Crime Awareness 570.201(e)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Public Services

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMA 

Improve the services for low/mod income personsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

05I Crime Awareness 570.201(e)

CDBG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Public Services

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: HOME Program Administration
CPMP Version 1.3

City of Altoona's Planning and Community Development Department's program administration for the HOME Investment 
Partnership Program.

Description: IDIS Project #: 20 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
1301 12th Street, Altoona, PA 
16601

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

administer the HOME 
Program

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

45021.1 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Not Applicable

Help the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

21H HOME Admin/Planning Costs of PJ (subject to 5% cap

HOME

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Planning/Administration

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Not Applicable

Help the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

21H HOME Admin/Planning Costs of PJ (subject to 5% cap

HOME

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Planning/Administration

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: HOME Rental Rehabilitation Program
CPMP Version 1.3

This program administered by the Department of Planning & Community Development provides rehabilitation assistance 
to rental units occupied by low-income persons and households.

Description: IDIS Project #: 21 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
Citywide

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

This is an ongoing medium need affordable housing program

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

15

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

15 housing units 15 housing units per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

197677.9 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

15

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMC 

Improve the quality of affordable rental housingHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

14B Rehab; Multi-Unit Residential 570.202

HOME

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Rental Housing

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMC 

Improve the quality of affordable rental housingHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

14B Rehab; Multi-Unit Residential 570.202

HOME

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Rental Housing

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: IDA Renovation of Chateau
CPMP Version 1.3

This project involves the continued renovations of Chateau of Altoona, Inc., a low-income family rental property that it 
manages in order to retaint the affordable housing inventory and make the apartments more competitive on the rental 
market.   Walnut Place contains 31 units located at 2701 Walnut Avenue and Towne Place contains 8 units located at 
1126 15th Avenue.

Description: IDIS Project #: 22 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
2701 Walnut Avenue and 1126 
15th Avenue, Altoona, PA 

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

This is a high priority affordable housing project adminstered by the 
City's CHDO.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

39

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

rehab of 39 units 39 units/year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

65000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMC 

Improve the quality of affordable rental housingHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

14B Rehab; Multi-Unit Residential 570.202

HOME

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Rental Housing

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMC 

Improve the quality of affordable rental housingHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

14B Rehab; Multi-Unit Residential 570.202

HOME

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Rental Housing

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: IDA Scattered Sites
CPMP Version 1.3

Project involves renovation of rental properties owned by IDACON, Inc., in order to retain the affordable housing 
inventory and make the apartments more competitive on the rental market.  The rehab of this properties will enable 
IDACON to maintain 78 affordable housing units in the City of Altoona.

Description: IDIS Project #: 23 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
Citywide

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

This is a high priority affordable housing project administered by he 
City' CHDO.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

78

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

rehab of 78 units 78 units/year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

75000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMC 

Improve the quality of affordable rental housingHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

14B Rehab; Multi-Unit Residential 570.202

HOME

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Rental Housing

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMC 

Improve the quality of affordable rental housingHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

10 Housing Units

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

14B Rehab; Multi-Unit Residential 570.202

HOME

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Rental Housing

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: IDA-CDC Acquisition and Rehabilitation for Resale
CPMP Version 1.3

This project will involve the development of new housing for sale to moderate income homebuyers and/or the acquisition 
and substantial rehabilitation of two single family homes in the City for resale to low/moderate income first time 
homebuyers.  

Description: IDIS Project #: 24 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
Citywide

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

This is a high priority first time homebyer opportunity adminstered 
by the City's CHDO.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

2

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

2 housing units 2 housing units/year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

67532 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

LMC 

Increase the availability of affordable owner housingHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

04 Households

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

14A Rehab; Single-Unit Residential 570.202

HOME

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Owner Occupied Housing

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

LMC 

Increase the availability of affordable owner housingHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

04 Households

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

14A Rehab; Single-Unit Residential 570.202

HOME

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Owner Occupied Housing

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Blair Senior Services Homeless Prevention Program
CPMP Version 1.3

This project will provide financial assisistance to eligible households within the City to prevent eviction or termination of 
utilities.  Project will be administered by the Blair Senior Services located at 1320 12th Avenue.

Description: IDIS Project #: 25 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
Citywide

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

This is a high need that will address activities to prevent 
homelessness.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

135

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

Provide services to 135 
people

135 people/year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

7000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

135

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Not Applicable

End chronic homelessnessHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Not Applicable

End chronic homelessnessHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: ESG Program Administration
CPMP Version 1.3

City's Department of Planning and Community Development program administration for the Emergency Shelter Grant 
Program.

Description: IDIS Project #: 26 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
1301 12th Street, Altoona, PA 
16601

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2006

National Objective Codes:

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

4409 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Not Applicable

Help the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Planning/Administration

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Not Applicable

Help the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Planning/Administration

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: CAP - Men's Shelter Operating Costs
CPMP Version 1.3

Project will provide funds to cover the operating costs associated with the men's homeless shelter.  The Shelter will 
provide short stay (30 days) shelter and supportive services to single men from the general population who are 
homeless.

Description: IDIS Project #: 27 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
2001 8th Avenue, Altoona, PA 
16602

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2007

National Objective Codes:

This is a high need that will address activities providing shelter for 
homeless adult men.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

10

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

assist 10 men 10 men per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

10190 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

10

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Not Applicable

End chronic homelessnessHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Not Applicable

End chronic homelessnessHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Emergency Shelter Program - Family House Homeless Shelter
CPMP Version 1.3

Project addresses the needs of intact families including women with children, men with children and single women.  This 
facility provides shelter, food and meets the essential needs of clients while assisting them in obtaining employment and 
other services necessary to help them move toward self-sufficiency.

Description: IDIS Project #: 28 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
2700 8th Avenue, Altoona, PA 
16602

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2007

National Objective Codes:

This is a high need that will address activities providing shelter for 
families.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

150

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

assist 150 people 150 per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

25000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

150

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Not Applicable

End chronic homelessnessHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Not Applicable

End chronic homelessnessHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: HNA Blair House/Tartaglio Home
CPMP Version 1.3

Project provides short-term structured housing to the area's homeless mental health population.  The Tartaglio Home 
provides intense, time-limited supportive housing to individuals who are being discharged from the State Mental Health 
Hospital or diverted from going to the State Mental Health Hospital.

Description: IDIS Project #: 29 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
230 Sixth Avenue, Altoona, PA 
16602; 1911 12th Avenue, 
Altoona, PA 16601

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2007

National Objective Codes:

Tis is a high need to address activities providing assistance to 
prevent homelessness.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

20

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

assist 20 people 20 people per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

8584 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

20

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Not Applicable

Increase the number of homeless persons moving into permanent housingHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Not Applicable

Increase the number of homeless persons moving into permanent housingHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: HNA Aids Intervention
CPMP Version 1.3

Project provides emergency housing and utility assistance to individuals living in the City of Altoona who have been 
diagnosed with HIV.

Description: IDIS Project #: 30 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
201 Chestnut Avenue, Altoona, PA 
16601

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2007

National Objective Codes:

This is a high need to address activities providing assistance to 
prevent homelessness.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

15

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

assist 15 people 15 people per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

3000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

15

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Not Applicable

End chronic homelessnessHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Not Applicable

End chronic homelessnessHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Skills of Central PA Tyler Hall
CPMP Version 1.3

Project is a nonsubsidized 20 unit single room occupancy facility for the very low income, homeless and special needs 
population of Altoona.  Program provides emergency and transitional housing for individuals who are homeless and for 
those with special needs.  Funds are to be used for operational costs and to keep rents at an affordable rate. 

Description: IDIS Project #: 31 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
1731 N. 4th Avenue, Altoona, PA 
16601

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2007

National Objective Codes:

This is a high need that will address activities providing assistance 
to prevent homelessness.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

25

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

assist 25 people 25 people per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

10000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

25

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Not Applicable

End chronic homelessnessHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Not Applicable

End chronic homelessnessHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: St. Vincent de Paul Homeless Prevention
CPMP Version 1.3

Project will provide emergency financial aid assisting individuals and families with housing, utility, medical, traveling and 
food expenses to prevent homelessness.

Description: IDIS Project #: 32 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
2217 8th Avenue, Altoona, PA 
16602

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2007

National Objective Codes:

This is a high need to address activities providing shelter to 
homeless.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

30

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

assist 30 people 30 people per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

6000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

30

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Not Applicable

End chronic homelessnessHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Not Applicable

End chronic homelessnessHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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Grantee Name: City of Altoona

Project Name: Family Services of Blair County
CPMP Version 1.3

Project will provide information and referral services, court accompaniment and supportive services for victims of 
domestic violence, emergency shelter for battered women and their dependent children and information programs for 
the community about domestic abuse.  Project will also provide transitional housing services to victims of domestic 
violence and their children who need longer than the 30 days provided in the domestic abuse shelter.  Project will also 
alleviate the problems of runaway and homeless youth, to reunite youth with their families and encourage the resolution 

Description: IDIS Project #: 33 UOG Code: PA420114 ALTOONA

Location: Priority Need Category
2022 Broad Avenue, Altoona, PA 
16601

Explanation:

Select one:

Expected Completion Date:

6/30/2007

National Objective Codes:

Tis is ahigh need that will address actiities providing shelter to 
victims of domestic abuse.

Project Primary Purpose: Specific Objectives

Underway

Proposed

Underway

Complete

P
ro

je
ct

-l
e
v
e
l 

A
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

m
e
n
ts

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Proposed

Complete

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
2

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

244

Proposed

Underway

Complete

Complete

Proposed Outcome Performance Measure Actual Outcome

Proposed

Underway

assist 244 people 244 people per year

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
1

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

14000 Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units

Proposed Units

Actual Units

244

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
3

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
4

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

P
ro

g
ra

m
 Y

e
a
r 
5

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Amt.

Proposed Units

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Amt.

Actual Amount Actual Amount

Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Proposed Units Proposed Units

Actual Units Actual Units

Not Applicable

Increase range of housing options & related services for persons w/ special needsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Not Applicable

Increase range of housing options & related services for persons w/ special needsHelp the Homeless

Help Persons with HIV/AIDS

Help Persons with Disabilities

Address Public Housing Needs

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type: Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

03C Homeless Facilities (not operating costs) 570.201(c)

ESG

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

01 People

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Fund Source:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Accompl. Type:

Homeless/HIV/AIDS

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes

Matrix Codes
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

The following is the revised schedule for the City of Altoona’s 2005 Annual Plan and 5-year 2005-2009 HUD 
Consolidated Plan.  This schedule replaces the public notice advertised on January 10, 2005. 

 
REVISED 

City of Altoona 
Schedule for Preparing the 2005 Annual Plan and 

The 5-year HUD Consolidated Plan 
Wednesday, January 19, 2005 
6:00 p.m. 
City Hall Conference Room 
1301 12th Street, 4th Floor 

1st Community Public Hearing – To provide information on the 
Consolidated Plan, the Annual Plan and eligible activities and to accept 
comments on identified community needs, programs and projects. 

Thursday, February 3, 2005 
3:00 p.m. 
Altoona Area Public Library 
1600 Fifth Avenue 

Neighborhood Meeting – To provide information and gather citizens 
views and comments on neighborhood and city needs, programs and 
projects. 

Monday, February 28, 2005 Deadline for submission of applications for the 2005 projects. 
 
Friday, March 25, 2005 

Anticipated date of City publication of proposed 2005 Annual Plan and 
the 2005-2009 Consolidated Plan.  Note:  Date of publication begins 
mandatory 30-day public comment period before action can be taken. 

Thursday, April 7, 2005 
6:00 p.m. 
City Hall Conference Room 
1301 12th Street, 4th Floor 

2nd Community Public Hearing – To present and accept comment on the 
proposed 2005 Annual Plan and the Consolidated Plan. 

Wednesday, April 27, 2005 
7:00 p.m. 
Police Building 
1106 16th Street 

Anticipated date for City Council to present the finalized 2005-2009 
Consolidated Plan, accept final comments, and adopt Consolidated 
Plan. 

Thursday, May 12, 2005 Submit 2005-2009 Consolidated Plan to HUD.   
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Meeting Minutes of City of Altoona 

1st Community Public Hearing 
2005 Annual Plan and Five-Year Consolidated Plan 

Community Development Block Grant 
HOME and Emergency Shelter Grant Programs 

 
City Hall Conference Room 
1301 12th Street, 4th Floor 

Wednesday, January 19, 2005 
6:00 P.M. 

 
 
 
Mr. Larry Carter, Director of the Planning and Community Development Department, 
welcomed everyone to the hearing and then introduced staff.    Mr. Carter began by 
stating the purpose of the hearing is for the preparation of the 2005 Annual Plan and 
Five-Year Consolidated Plan.  This allows the citizens of the City of Altoona the 
opportunity to express their concerns and/or needs.  It also gives them an 
opportunity to apply for funding from the various programs.  Mr. Carter then went 
over the time schedule for the submission of the 2005 Annual Plan and the 2005-
2009 Consolidated Plan.   
 
Mr. Carter gave a brief explanation of the Community Development Block Grant 
Program.  He then explained that the proposed activity must meet one of the three 
National Objectives; 1) must benefit low and moderate income persons; 2) must 
prevent or eliminate slum and blight; or 3) must meet community development needs 
having a particular urgency because existing conditions pose a serious and 
immediate threat to the health and welfare of the community, and no other resources 
are available to meet such needs.   
 
The 2005 Annual Plan allocations are as follows: 
 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)  $2,283,370 
 HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME)  $   450,211 
 Emergency Shelter Grant Program (ESG)   $     88,183 
 Estimated Program Income     $   510,000 
 
  Total        $3,331,764 
 
Mr. Carter gave a brief explanation of the Home Investment Partnership Program.  He 
stated that all activities involved in this Program must benefit low-income families at 
or below 80% of median income, and 15% of the total HOME allocation must be given 
to Community Housing Development Organizations (CHDO).  He also stated that a 
25% match is required for all HOME activities.  
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Mr. Carter gave a brief explanation of the Emergency Shelter Grant Program.  As a 
result of the Stewart B. McKinney Assistance Act, the City has been receiving ESG 
funding since 1987.  This Program helps to improve the quality of the existing 
homeless shelters, as well as prevent homelessness in the City. 
 
At this time, the meeting was opened for public testimony and comments. 
 
Tom Stout 
 
Mr. Stout would like to see more emphasis placed on infrastructure improvements in 
Juniata.  He also requested that money be given to improve Vets Field.  Another 
request was for new housing to bring people back into the City of Altoona. 
 
Mr. Carter thanked all in attendance and assured them their testimony would be 
considered.  At this time, the meeting was adjourned. 
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Meeting Minutes of 

City of Altoona 
Neighborhood Meeting 
2005 Annual Plan and 

Five-Year Consolidated Plan 
Community Development Block Grant 

HOME and Emergency Shelter Grant Programs 
 

Altoona Area Public Library 
1600 Fifth Avenue 

Thursday, February 3, 2005 
3:00 P.M. 

 
 
 
Mary Johnson, CDBG Manager of the Planning and Community Development 
Department, welcomed everyone to the meeting and then introduced staff.    Mrs. 
Johnson began by stating the purpose of the meeting is for the preparation of the 
2005 Annual Plan and Five-Year Consolidated Plan.  This allows the citizens of the 
City of Altoona the opportunity to express their concerns and/or needs.  It also gives 
them an opportunity to apply for funding from the various programs.  Mrs. Johnson 
then went over the time schedule for the submission of the 2005 Annual Plan and the 
2005-2009 Consolidated Plan.   
 
Mrs. Johnson gave a brief explanation of the Community Development Block Grant 
Program.  She then explained that the proposed activity must meet one of the three 
National Objectives; 1) must benefit low and moderate income persons; 2) must 
prevent or eliminate slum and blight; or 3) must meet community development needs 
having a particular urgency because existing conditions pose a serious and 
immediate threat to the health and welfare of the community, and no other resources 
are available to meet such needs.   
 
The 2005 Annual Plan allocations are as follows: 
 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)  $2,283,370 
 HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME)  $   450,211 
 Emergency Shelter Grant Program (ESG)   $     88,183 
 Estimated Program Income     $   510,000 
 
  Total        $3,331,764 
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Carl Fischer, Housing Program Manager, gave a brief explanation of the Home 
Investment Partnership Program.  He stated that all activities involved in this 
Program must benefit low-income families at or below 80% of median income, and 
15% of the total HOME allocation must be given to Community Housing Development 
Organizations (CHDO).  He also stated that a 25% match is required for all HOME 
activities.  
 
Maryann Pellegrine, CD Programs Operations Coordinator, gave a brief explanation of 
the Emergency Shelter Grant Program.  As a result of the Stewart B. McKinney 
Assistance Act, the City has been receiving ESG funding since 1987.  This Program 
helps to improve the quality of the existing homeless shelters, as well as prevent 
homelessness in the City. 
 
At this time, the meeting was opened for public testimony and comments. 
 
Barry Piper, Blair Senior Services 
 
Mr. Piper requested continued funding for their Homeless Prevention Program as well 
as the Recreational Program for Blair Senior Services.   
 
A new request is funding to equip city residents with an actual security system that 
they could have installed in their homes.  This funding would further the efforts to 
provide a safe and secure environment for the City residents.  Blair Senior Services 
have been operating a neighborhood watch program targeting low/moderate city 
residents (seniors).   
 
Dennis Martin, East End Youth Baseball 
 
Mr. Martin requested funding to upgrade the East End Little League Field on Kettle 
Street.   
 
Sonny Consiglio, St. Vincent DePaul 
 
Mr. Consiglio requested funding for the various programs they provide at the St. 
Vincent DePaul Society. 
 
Roger Bunnell, Improved Dwellings for Altoona, Inc. 
 
Mr. Bunnell requested continued funding for their homeownership activities.  
Renovations are also needed for IDA-CON Scattered Site properties and Towne Place.  
 
 
Mrs. Johnson thanked all in attendance and assured them their testimony would be 
considered.  At this time, the meeting was adjourned. 
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City of Altoona Comprehensive Plan and Consolidated Plan 
Housing Focus Group Workshop 

FEBRUARY 24, 2005 
Altoona City Hall 

9:00 AM 
 
Attendees:   
  Brian Durbin; Durbin Builders 
  Lisa Hann; Center for Independent Living 
  Howard Erwin; Center for Independent Living 
  Cheryl Johns; Altoona Housing Authority 
  Chris Kirwin; Reliance Bank 
  Richard Johnston; Johnston Realty 
  Roger Burnell; Improved Dwellings of Altoona 
   Bill Hunter; Blair County Community Action 
  Larry Carter;  City of Altoona 
  Dave McFarland; City of Altoona 
  Carl Fisher; City of Altoona 
  Maryanne Pellegrine; City of Altoona  
  Paulette Cornet; City of Altoona  
  Rick Truscello; The EADS Group  
  Gina Franks; The EADS Group 
 
 
INTRODUCTIONS/PURPOSE 
 
Dave McFarland opened the meeting and introduced City Staff and it’s consultant to the 
attendees, and thanked the Focus Group members for attending.  He explained how housing 
issues are related to the Comprehensive Plan and required for the Consolidated Plan 
document that the City sends to HUD comprising their application for Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG), HOME and Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) annual entitlements.  Dave 
reviewed the agenda for the focus group meeting, as follows: 
 

1. Introduction/Purpose 
2. Demographic/Housing Trends and Comparisons 
3. Overview of Housing Programs in the City 
4. Fair Housing Overview/Context 
5. Discussion and Input – Housing Program, Facility and Financing Gaps 
6. Future Steps 
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DEMOGRAPHIC/HOUSING TRENDS AND COMPARISONS 
 
Mr Truscello gave background on the use of demographic data for planning and programming.  It was noted that comparisons are made with 
eight other Cities in the larger region for a better context   Communities compared include Elmira (NY), Johnstown, Lancaster, Norristown, 
Reading, Scranton, Wilkes-Barre and Williamsport (all others in PA). 

 

Population Change 1980-2003: 
 During this period, Altoona City population declined by 9,098 persons or 15.9%, roughly 

on par with a 15.7% decline in Scranton and 14.1% decline in Elmira but not as severe 
as declines in Johnstown (35.3%) and Wilkes-Barre (19.2%); 

 This decline is more severe than changes in Lancaster (+1.1%), Norristown (-10.4%), Reading (+2.1%) and Williamsport (-
10.6%);  

 However, Altoona’s decline flattened in the 1990’s. 
 
Age and Natural Change: 

 An aging population base (37.4), higher than for all cities except Johnstown (41.5), 
Scranton and Wilkes-Barre (each 38.8); 

 A relatively low pre-school population (6.3%), on par with Johnstown and Williamsport, 
above Scranton/Wilkes-Barre but below others; 

 Natural net decrease has reversed since 1988 with City births exceeding deaths by 29 
in 2002. 

 
Racial Characteristics: 

 Altoona’s racial profile is more homogeneous and less diverse than of any of the cities compared, having the smallest black (2.5%) 
and “other” races (0.6%) more similar with profile of Scranton (3%/2.4%) and Wilkes-Barre (5%/1.4%); 

 Altoona has the lowest Hispanic population percentage, with high rates in Reading 
(37.3%), Lancaster (30.8%) and Norristown (10.5%). 

 
Housing Change 1980-2000: 

 Altoona experienced a decline of 821 units or –3.6% during this period, exceeded by 
decreases in Elmira (-5.9%), Johnstown (-15.6%) and Wilkes-Barre (-5.1%); 

 Reading (0.5%), Lancaster (4.8%) and Norristown (2.2%) experienced increases, while 
the other communities compared posted modest declines 

 
Housing Change 1990-2000: 

 Even with the net decline, 729 new units (3.4%) were created in Altoona between 1990 
and March 2000, the largest increase of any of the cities compared, with Williamsport’s 
719 increase the closest; 

 Locally, Altoona’s increase was the highest of any in Blair County. 
 
Housing Tenure Profile: 

 In 2000, 65.9% of Altoona’s housing stock was owner occupied, the highest percentage 
by far with the compared cities hovering around 50%;  

 Locally, Altoona’s owner occupied percentage has only slightly declined from the 68.1% 
figure for 1980. 
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Housing Value Profile: 
 In 2000, the median value of owner-occupied housing in Altoona’s was $58,000, a 

modest value that exceeds that for Reading, Johnstown and Elmira, but below that for 
the others compared;  

 The 2000 median figure represents a 142% increase since 1980, an increase that trails 
increases only in Norristown (158%) and Scranton (178%) 

 
Housing Age Profile: 

 In 2000, 55.7% of the Altoona housing stock was constructed prior to 1940, a figure 
comparable with percentages for Reading (57.4%), Johnstown (58.2%), Lancaster and 
Williamsport (both 57.2%) and below those for Elmira and Scranton; 

 As is the case with other cities, this figure has been declining from the 70%+ rates 
common in 1980. 

 
Household Profile 1980-2000: 

 Altoona households declined by 1,097 (5.2%) during this period, a decline exceeded by 
that in Elmira (-9.6%), Johnstown (-21.7%) and Wilkes-Barre (-10.3%) and roughly on 
par with that for Scranton and Reading; 

 As is the case with other cities, the percent composition of non-family households has 
been increasing. 

 
Average Household Size: 

 In Altoona average household size declined from 2.64 in 1980 to 2.37 in 2000, a decline 
that places Altoona’s average household size in the moderate range, on par with that in 
Elmira, Scranton and Williamsport but larger than that in Johnstown and Wilkes-Barre; 

 
Income Profile: 
In Altoona the median household income in 2000 was $28,248: 

 This figure is below that for Lancaster and Norristown, on par with Scranton, and above Elmira, Johnstown, Reading, Wilkes-Barre 
and Williamsport; 

 The 108% increase since 1980 is below the increase for other cities with the exception 
of Johnstown. 

In Altoona the median family income in 2000 was $36,758: 
 This figure is below that for Scranton and Norristown, on par with Wilkes-Barre, and 

above Elmira, Johnstown, Lancaster, Reading, and Williamsport; 
 The 115% increase since 1980 is below the increase for other cities with the exception 

of Johnstown, Williamsport and Reading. 
 
Poverty Profile: 
In Altoona, 12.9% of families had incomes below the poverty level  in 2000: 

 This is a rather low percentage, with only those in Scranton (10.7%) and Wilkes-Barre 
(12.1%) being lower, while Reading (22.3%) had the highest rate;  

 Altoona’s rate has actually declined since 1990, a characteristic shared with Elmira, 
Johnstown, Scranton and Williamsport. 

In Altoona, 17.7% of individuals had incomes below the poverty level in 2000: 
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 This rather moderate percentage is slightly above Scranton (15%), is comparable with 
Norristown (17.2%) and Wilkes-Barre (17.8%) and below the others; 

 Altoona’s rate again declined since 1990, a characteristic shared with Johnstown and 
Scranton. 

 
Making Sense from the Info: 
Relative moderation  is the key to most Altoona demographics: 

 population decline 
 aging profile 
 longer term housing decline 
 age of housing 
 household size 
 incomes 

 
Things that make Altoona somewhat distinct: 

 very high owner-occupied percentage 
 relatively low poverty rates and recent positive movement 
 housing construction and replacement during the 1990’s 
 racially homogeneous 
 low income changes over time 
 housing value increase over time 

 
 
CITY PROGRAMS OVERVIEW/FAIR HOUSING 
 
Carl Fisher reviewed City housing programs, including the owner-occupied rehabilitation, rental 
rehabilitation and loans and grants for new construction.  The first-time home ownership 
program started out strong but was affected by the Federal Lead-Based Paint regulations. 
 
Paulette Cornett reviewed fair housing efforts, noting the City’s commitment to fair housing.  
These efforts are characterized as eliminating discrimination by education and training.  It was 
stated that the City takes this seriously.  Complaints can be a reflection on city, and even have 
Federal financial implications. Over the past five years four fair housing surveys have been 
distributed to a wide audience including the development community, citizens and others.  A 
review of the survey results suggest that furthering fair housing requires more education: 
 

• Surveys suggest that 20% of housing professionals do not grasp the concept of 
predatory lending;  

• The development community perceives no discriminatory practices while the general 
citizenry do perceive such practices; and  

• There is a general lack of understanding of first-time homebuyer needs by the real 
estate community and the general public. 
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Dave McFarland explained the map that was on display, depicting rental units, assisted units 
and the low/moderate income area of the City.   The 900+/- Section 8 units (vouchers) are not 
on the map due to confidentiality and voucher transportability issues.  Over recent decades, 
the low/moderate income area of the City has been gradually shrinking.   In response to a 
question, City staff estimated that 90% of the total number of rental units are registered with 
the City and covered by its rental inspection program.  Mr. Carter pointed to the latter program 
as a means of dispelling the myth that rental units are in bad shape, since the inspection 
program helps maintain the rental stock.   
 
Various trends noted by Mr. Carter, include: 
 

• Altoona has a lower percentage of rental units than most urban areas; 
• The City has few immigrants;  
• City is showing a trend with more new housing replacing older units; 
• Population decline has flattened out; and  
• The City has a relatively young population.   

 
He noted that the City follows a policy of demolishing derelict structures, and this shows up in 
the 2000 Census, although it typically takes two years before the City gains control of a given 
structure, tears it down and replaces with new housing.  There has been and is new 
investment in the city, reinforced by the fact that poverty is shrinking, both geographically and 
demographically.  Overall the City is a moderate area to live in, where people still making a 
reasonably income and it is fairing well.  This “moderate” income profile is further reflected in 
the fact that while median incomes are modest poverty levels are not high.  In short, Altoona 
has been renewing itself over the years, making way for new investment and replacing housing 
units. 
 
In terms of housing activities, the City participates with the Housing Authority for their projects 
as illustrated by creating and rehabilitating a number of Authority units.  In fact, Mr. Carter 
characterized assisted housing in the City as being of rather high quality and not concentrated 
in any one neighborhood, reflecting good planning and management by the Housing Authority.   
 
 
DISCUSSION AND INPUT 
 
At this time, an interactive discussion and input session occurred on various topics as summarized below. 
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DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS - SPECIAL NEEDS HOUSING 
 
 
Discussion Summary 
 
Lisa Hann (Center for Independent Living) noted that she is the chair of the local team formed 
to look at special needs issues.  They are pursuing a HUD grant to get up to 20 vouchers for 
affordable housing for persons with mental health/substance problems.  This population tends 
to be excluded by public housing (i.e. certain people may not able to be housed due to drug 
histories, methadone treatment, etc.).  In addition, abused women who are addicted and have 
children are having housing problem because the abuse shelter will no longer take the persons 
with substance problems.  Some of these persons are homeless and some are doubled up 
with other people.  Ms. Hann noted that the best way to take care of this problem is to 
decentralize it.  Presently, the public housing may be in Tyrone but the treatment for drug and 
alcohol is in Altoona.   
 
Discussion noted that treatment should be wrapped into housing.  The local effort issued a 
letter of intent involving Home Nursing, Blair County CAP and Skills. The intent is to help 
people with dependency problems learn to cope with life not just housing.  In essence teach 
them how to keep a job, house, etc.  Discussion questioned a “reality” issue problem basically 
what can this group of people afford.  It was noted that vouchers would be based on fair 
market value, with landlords to be paid like Section 8 (presently $451.00 fair market 
rent/month).  In short, the thrust of this effort is to create permanent housing that at a level 
where the participants are clean and sober and can take care of themselves.  The local team is 
looking at HUD dollars and other places for a non-federal match.   
 
Brian Durbin (Durbin Builders) suggested that the biggest hurdle is liability on the part of the 
landlord.  In short, liability and security issues may affect landowner involved with this group of 
people.  The combination of vouchers, a case manager and the required inspections may allay 
some of these fears according to Ms. Hann.   
 
A discussion on a potential City role ensued led by Mr. Carter and Mr. Fisher, with assisted 
private rental assistance potentially available if the landlord would want to buy into the 
program.    Bank financing with City funds would likely be required.  Chris Kirwin (Reliance 
Bank) noted that banks would want to know what their liability would be in relation to the 
borrower, and that the City Code Department inspection information would be helpful in that 
fact.  Mr. Durbin noted that every project has a risk and that either you manage the project or it 
manages you.   
 
Representatives of the Center for Independent Living note that there is a shortage of 
accessible homes in the City, assisted and non-assisted.  Ms. Hann noted there is an 
immediate need for six 3-bedroom ranch-style accessible homes within the City.  City staff 
noted that five units are being developed at the present time. 
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DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS - INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS 
 
 
Discussion Summary 
 
Mr. Durbin described what he feels is an extreme amount of “leg work” that has to be done for 
housing projects in the City, especially with infrastructure.  Furthermore, while he is familiar 
with a lot of good ideas, a developer needs to work within the city regulations.  He pointed to 
Rockville, Maryland as a City that had it put together very well.  Of course, it has a 
substantially different fiscal and incomes profile than Altoona. 
 
Rich Johnston (Johnston Realty) noted that the city needs to focus on and improve 
neighborhoods by targeting funds for strategic investments.  He feels that the tax base will 
come back if this happens.  Examples of these investments include trees, parks, off-street 
parking (i.e. each household has 2 or 3 cars now a fact that is not accommodated in typical 
urban neighborhoods).  Mr. Carter noted that the city does this to an extent but may not readily 
see the results.  The City generally follows and reacts to problem areas rather than the 
focused attention that would have the impact that Mr. Johnson is talking about.  Mr. Fisher 
noted that adequate funding levels are required for meaningful targeting. 
 
Mr. Durbin recounted a meeting with ABCD Corp. (Altoona/Blair County Development) and the 
City concerning housing issues.  There was discussion on understanding the housing needs of 
corporations and businesses that would like to come here.  It was noted that inner-city housing 
is an issue with potential companies and since little exists, this type should be developed.  It 
was noted that this involves dealing with a population that does not want the “typical” house, 
but may want a small yard, walking distance to work/transit, local conveniences and other 
urban amenities.   Mr. Truscello noted that interest in the “urban pioneer” concept that began 
to emerge elsewhere 20 years ago may now be reaching Altoona. 
 
General discussion noted that much of the northern end of Altoona is isolated from I-99 
affecting the housing potential of the area, especially around the PSU-Altoona campus and 
along Chestnut Avenue.  There is no direct link to I-99 via Kettle Street and while the Northern 
Access (to/from I-99) studies are underway, there are no construction dollars programmed.  
The campus area is evolving, with congestion from Juniata Gap Road south and changing land 
uses along the Juniata Gap Road corridor between the City and campus.   
 
 
DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS - REPLACEMENT HOUSING 
 
 
Discussion Summary 
 
Mr. Carter noted that in reality the City has doubled geographically in size in since 1928, 
embracing an older center city and a newer post-1930 suburban areas formerly the “streetcar 
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suburbs”.  Most of the housing and community development issues are the older center city 
Altoona, and are funded by the approximately $2.3 million annual CDBG Entitlement received 
by the City.  In the past, major redevelopment activities have been to remove the housing and 
replace with something else.  Altoona Hospital and the PSU campus are two major areas of 
commerce.  Making sure reinvestment happens in the old center city is risky.  It requires 
renewal and the Redevelopment Authority has accumulated some parcels of land.  Mr. Durbin 
noted that private sector redevelopment must deal with the “risk”, in short addressing the 
question “… who is going to subsidize my risk?” 
 
There was some discussion on the new housing constructed in and around the high school 
campus by the Greater Altoona Career and Technology Center (GACTC).  The general 
consensus was that this effort was successful and should be replicated.  City staff noted some 
procedural issues and constraints but noted that it is agreeable to partnering with the School 
District/GACTC in extending this program.  
 
Roger Burnell (Improved Dwellings of Altoona) noted the need to maintain the housing stock - 
both that of his agency and the City in general.  He noted the cost-efficiencies in maintaining 
and rehabilitating housing in relation to the cost of developing new housing. 
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DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS – ELDERLY/PRIVATE RENTAL 
 
 
Discussion Summary 
 
Mr. Burnell sees an emerging issue in elderly housing. Increasingly, the profile of the elderly is 
changing.  People entering the elderly cohorts may now have preferences for bigger units and 
modern amenities.  Furthermore, they may have middle-incomes and not meet criteria for 
subsidize housing. Presently, he feels that there is no place for this changing elderly 
demographic in the City. 
 
Cheryl Johns (Altoona Housing Authority) noted that turnover in the elderly towers has been 
increasing dramatically as people find it necessary to leave their apartments and move into 
assisted living quarters.  As a case in point, she noted that in a nine-month period, 325 
vacancies in the towers resulted from either deaths or moves into assisted living.  This creates 
management issues in that the Authority must rehabilitate the unit before it is filled again.  
There may be some project-based rehabilitation needs. So far they have not had problems 
filling the units, especially for units in certain locations.  Waiting lists still exist and vary by 
housing development.  The issue of combining elderly housing and assisted living is viewed as 
being on the horizon, but would entail social and health care services not routinely provided by 
“housing” 
 
Mr. Burnell noted that people are staying healthier and active longer, and may not move in till 
later in life.  In addition, housing choices and tastes have changes among the elderly, with the 
expectations, needs and incomes of today’s and tomorrow’s elderly vastly different than during 
the 1970’s when many elderly units were built.  By and large, our typical existing assisted 
elderly housing unit is too small and too spartan in relation to conveniences.  In the long term, 
these units may be in trouble.  IDA has some that would do well and some that are not up to 
date.  The major concern is how to address the modernization of existing elderly units and 
complexes, providing for more space and more amenities.   
 
IDA has gotten some HUD funding and suggests that City dollars may be able to help address 
the changing elderly housing needs.   A sustainable approach to meeting these changing 
needs is required, and nobody has come up with a new model.  At the same time, indications 
are that the Federal commitment to housing may be decreasing.  
 
 

DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS - HOMELESS SERVICES 
 
Discussion Summary 
 
Bill Hunter (Blair County Community Action) notes a gap for a temporary shelter for single 
men.  Presently there are 60-70 homeless families being served, with up to 25 people at a time 
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in transitional housing units.   Most of client referrals come from shelters in the area that will 
not accept single men.  His agency is trying to put together a shelter with another agency in 
town.  This is temporary housing augmenting the permanent housing that Ms. Hann 
mentioned. Mr. Hunter noted that he needs funding from the city to make this happen.  They 
are looking for a shelter, ideally in an existing structure that can house 10–15 individuals 
dormitory style, with a communal kitchen and bathrooms.  This need is extreme since the only 
shelter for men burned down before Christmas.  Again, the goal of this effort is to provide a 
short-stay facility (i.e. 30 days and work with them through other programs in the area) that 
relieves them of their state of homelessness. 
 
 
DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS - HOMEBUYER PROGRAM  
 
 
Discussion Summary 
 
Mr. Hunter noted that the Blair County CAA is a HUD-designated counseling agency.  A 
counseling person is on staff and the agency will be hiring a second person that will allow the 
CAA to do a variety of homeownership counseling activities. CAA sponsors seminars and 
classes for prospective homeowners, for new homeowners, on predatory lending and on other 
educational subjects. Presently, no financial assistance is offered.  Mr. Carter noted that the 
City has participated with first time homebuyer programs in the past and Mr. Fisher noted that 
financial contributions toward homeownership initiatives from private institutions would give 
them a boost.  Ms. Johns stated that the Housing Authority  has shown an interest in 
partnering with the city to have opportunities for homeowners. 
 
Historically, City staff noted that Reliance Bank and Investment and Savings Bank are more 
involved with CRA/community functions.  Mr. Burnell noted that IDA participates with five (5) 
banks to help with people who cannot secure a mortgage in conventional approaches.  So far, 
they helped with closing costs and related matters (i.e. training, credit counseling, down 
payment assistance, discounted mortgages, etc.) in approximately 51 mortgages.   City staff 
noted that Lead-Based Paint regulations complicate any involvement of Federal funds in 
financial homebuyer initiatives, but noted that Act 137 funds through the County are not 
affected by these regulations. 
 
 
DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS – FUNDING 
 
 
Discussion Summary 
 
It was a consensus of those present that proposed declines and shifts in spending levels of 
Federal dollars would have serious impacts on Altoona.  The question was asked, what would 
the City of Altoona look like if there was no federally assisted housing.  There was general 
consensus that there has been a huge impact on a significant portion of the housing stock via 
Federal funding. 
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The homebuyer assistance concept is an area having funding gaps, since it involves 
homeownership counseling and assistance, downpayment assistance, physical rehabilitation 
assistance and post-closing counseling.  Again, Lead-Based Paint requirements now required 
to be enforced by HUD complicate any direct financial assistance for homeowners (i.e. 
downpayment assistance, physical rehabilitation assistance). 
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DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS - NATIONAL TRENDS  
  
 
Discussion Summary 
 
General discussion noted that given the single-family housing orientation of Altoona, little has 
been done in the non-assisted rental housing market.  There may be an underlying anti-rental 
bias and equating rental and multi-family housing to the older “center city”. 
 
On the subject of upper-floor housing, Mr. Burnell noted that a past housing effort tried to focus 
on center city areas.  He phrased it as a “tough sell” in Altoona, citing fire codes issues, 
parking issues, unattractive costs/returns and questionable demand for upper story housing.  
This approach may be more appropriate in larger cities and Altoona may not fit the bill.   
 
Mr. Durbin also does not see demand for this type of housing.  He sees a market gap for 
housing that is smaller than 3000 square feet, targeted for younger professionals.  The 
dynamic is changing with these young professionals coming into town to live in housing close 
to conveniences.  He cited that a recent experiment with this type of housing in the Campus 
area was successful, but not one person who rented the housing was from Altoona.   
 
Altoona Hospital and the PSU-Altoona campus are growing at an enormous rate.  
Multiple/mixed density types of housing that may be attractive to people working or studying in 
these facilities have been largely confined to the Hollidaysburg area.   There is a perceived 
gap in the unassisted housing choices in these sections of the City.  Mr. Burnell noted that the 
campus area has a different dynamic and may be becoming its own neighborhood.  Mr. Durbin 
suggested that people may not want to come to that side of town because there are students 
there, and it is somewhat isolated from I-99.  
 
Discussion suggests a huge future market in the young professional bracket.  One suggested 
strategy is to “clean up” what we have and build a test market.  City staff noted that Chestnut 
Avenue may be the location for this teat market.  -  
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DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS – REGULATORY 
 
Discussion Summary 
 
There is a feeling that zoning in Altoona works against multi family housing, reflecting the fact 
that Altoona people are afraid of modern multi-family housing, perhaps thinking a lower class 
of people will be living there.  The image is that in Altoona one either lives in an “older section” 
surrounded by dense land uses or one lives in a “suburb” surrounded by low-density uses, and 
there is nothing in between.  There is actually a lot of multi- family housing in the city, albeit 
concentrated in “older” sections.  Education was noted as being a key in addressing this 
perceived bias. 
 
In a related matter, Ms. Johns said that over the past couple of years the Housing Authority 
has had workshops for Section 8 landlords.  Gradually, the recognition that these units are 
scrutinized a lot has gotten across. It teaches people that this can be a good program.  The 
program lost a good many landlords when the lead based paint became an issue.  Presently, 
there are approximately 550 landlords in the program.  The Authority is constantly educating 
new Section 8 landlords, something that results in a cost burden. 
 
City staff noted that CDBG dollars have focused on housing rehabilitation, public 
improvements and getting rid of severely dilapidated structures.  Mr. Durbin noted that in the 
past the City has sold some properties that were cleared of blight and suggested that in the 
future the City should attach certain stipulations to the sale requiring the owner to actually 
finish the house and address landscaping and property maintenance issues. 
 
 
Future Steps 
 
Mr. Carter thanked the attendees and noted that the comments would be reviewed and 
incorporated into the City’s 5-year Consolidated Plan.  The meeting was adjourned 11:40 a.m. 
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Meeting Minutes of 
City of Altoona 

2nd Community Public Hearing 
2005 Annual Plan and 

2005-2009 Five-Year Consolidated Plan 
Community Development Block Grant 

HOME and Emergency Shelter Grant Programs 
 

City Hall Conference Room 
1301 12th Street, 4th Floor 
Thursday, April 7, 2005 

6:00 P.M. 
 
 
Mr. Larry Carter, Director of Planning and Community Development, introduced 
staff.  He stated that the 2005 proposed projects were advertised in the Altoona 
Mirror. The funding allocations for the Community Development Block Grant, 
Emergency Shelter Grant, and HOME Investment Partnership Programs were then 
given.  At this time, Mr. Carter opened the public hearing for testimony. 
 
Mr. Allan Robison, Director of the Blair County Community Action Agency, stated 
that he would urge City Council to support their request for funding the 
rehabilitation of a building to be used for an emergency shelter for men.  The only 
emergency shelter for men was destroyed by fire this year.   
 
Mr. Carter thanked everyone for attending and stated that Mr. Robison’s testimony 
will be forwarded to City Council for their consideration. 
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Mailing List for 2005 Entitlement Program Invitees 

Reverend 
New Covenant Church 

714 12th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Our Savior Lutheran Church 

706 Crawford Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Altoona Bible Church 

Union Avenue & 31st Street 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Altoona Full Gospel Church 
300 Roswell St., Lakemont 

Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
First Church of the Brethren 

510 5th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Pastor 
Mother Gethsemane Church of God 

511 11th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
First Church of Christ 

P.O. Box 2066 
Altoona,  PA  16603 

Reverend 
Calvary Baptist Church 

812 Ruskin Drive 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church 

1433 13th Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
Grace United Methodist Church 

1420 4th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
18th Street Community Church 

1416 18th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
Fairview Baptist Church 
24th Avenue & 9th Street 

Altoona,  PA  16601 
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Reverend 
St. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church 

2020 13th Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
First Baptist Church 

12th Avenue & 17th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Pastor 
Community Bible Church 

520 N. 6th Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Pastor 
First Grace Brethren Church 

2934 Maple Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
St. Mary’s Ukrainian 

2020 20th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
Prince of Peace Church of God 

P.O. Box 2156 
Altoona,  PA  16603 

Reverend 
Riggles Gap Bible Church 

RD 1 Box 547 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
Pleasant Valley Assembly of God 
801 Pleasant Valley Boulevard 

Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Bread of Life Baptist Church 

311 S. Hagerty Street 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
225 Willow Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
Calvary Baptist Church 

810 Ruskin Drive 
Altoona, PA   16602 

Reverend 
NAACP Office 

2100 6th Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 



City of Altoona 2005-2009 Consolidated Plan 

Page A-75 
Adopted April 27, 2005 

Reverend 
Zion Baptist Church 
2121 Fifth Avenue 

Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
2008 5th Avenue 

Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Altoona Gospel Temple 
509 Pottsgrove Road 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

200 Third Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Lutheran C0-Mission 

1110 Seventh Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
St. James Lutheran Church 

1407 8th Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Pastor 
Christ Second Lutheran Church 

1110 7th Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

408 N. Sixth Street 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Pastor 
Fourth Lutheran Church 

231 Howard Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Bishop 
Allegheny Synod ULCA 

701 Quail Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
First Lutheran Church 

1401 12th Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
Wehnwood United Methodist Church 

2601 Juniata Gap Road 
Altoona,  PA  16601 
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Reverend 
First United Methodist Church 

1208 13th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
Broad Avenue/Faith United Methodist 

850 29th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
Fairview/Broad United Methodist Church 

2214 5th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
Pleasant Valley Jaggard United Methodist 

4126 Broad Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Pastor 
Bethel A.M.E. Church 

1620 16th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
2031 15th Avenue 

Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
Gethsemane United Methodist Church 

808 N. 4th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
Otterbein Methodist Church 

N 10th Avenue and N. 3rd Street 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
Logan Cabin Court 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Simpson Temple United Parish 

2212 Sixth Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
5th Avenue United Methodist Church 

407 5th Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
2nd Avenue United Methodist Church 

415 E. Crawford Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 
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Reverend 
702 Ridge Avenue 

Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
East End Methodist Church 

708 East Street 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Garden Heights United Methodist Church 

109 Bellview Street 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
58th Street United Methodist Church 

534 58th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Ward Avenue Presbyterian Church 

Coleridge Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Pastor 
Broad Avenue Presbyterian Church 

2401 Broad Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
St. George Orthodox Church 

518 58th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Rabbi 
Temple Beth Israel 
3004 Union Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Pastor 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

8th Avenue & 13th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Trinity UCC Church 

711 7th Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Greenwood United Methodist Church 

1505 E. Walton Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
St. Therese Parish 
2329 Fourth Street 
Altoona,  PA  16601 
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Reverend 
Our Lady of Fatima Rectory 

2010 12th Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
Holy Rosary Parish 
900 N. 4th Street 

Altoona,  PA  16601 

Reverend 
St. Mary’s Rectory 
1405 Fifth Avenue 

Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
100 Beckman Drive 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
St. Rose of Lima Parish 
5514 Roselawn Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Cathedral Rectory 

1517 Monroe Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

806 11th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
St. Mark’s Parish 
416 Sixth Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Reverend 
Sacred Heart Parish 

511 20th Street 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Ms. Susan Cuff, Coordinator 
Operation Safety Net – Altoona 

2621 8th Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16602 

Ms. Jeanne Hanlin 
P.O. Box 352 

201 Chestnut Avenue 
Altoona,  PA  16603 

Ms. Alice Stouffer 
Housing Opportunities of Blair County, Inc. 

P.O. Box 592 
Altoona,  PA  16603 
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Mr. Eric Wolf 
AMTRAN 

3301 5th Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

Mr. Martin Marasco 
ABCD Corporation 

The Devorris Center for Business Development 
3900 Industrial Park Drive 

Altoona, PA  16602 

Jeanne Conrad 
Program Director 

Easter Seals Central PA 
501 Valley View Boulevard 

P.O. Box 1746 
Altoona, PA  16603 

Shannon Tucker 
Child Advocates Inc. 
319 Sycamore Street 
Altoona, PA  16602 

Mr. John Little 
Blair Central Recreation Commission 

2101 5th Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

Mr. Thomas D. Cooney 
ARC of Blair County 
431 Jackson Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

Mr. Mahlon Fiscel 
Family Services, Inc. 
2022 Broad Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16601 

Kristen Luciano 
Skills of Central PA, Inc. 
805 Chestnut Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16601 

Mr. Roger Bunnell, Executive Director 
Improved Dwellings for Altoona, Inc. 

P.O. Box 592 
Altoona, PA  16603 

Mr. Scott Moyer 
Home Nursing Agency 

PO Box 352 
Altoona, PA  16603 

Ms. Deborah Weakland 
Altoona Area Public Library 

1600 5th Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

Mr. Barry Piper 
Blair Senior Services, Inc. 

1320 12th Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16601 
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Ms. Judy Coutts 
Knickerbocker Neighborhood Group 

3914 5th Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

Mr. Allan Robison, Executive Director 
Blair Community Action Program 

2100 6th Avenue, Suite 102 
Altoona, PA  16602 

Ms. Katherine Shaffer, Executive Director 
Blair Co. Arts Foundation 

1207 12th Avenue, Suite 206 
Altoona, PA  16601 

Ms. Linda Hale 
North Star Support Services 

500 Lakemont Park Boulevard 
Altoona, PA  16602 

Cheryl Johns, Executive Director 
Altoona Housing Authority 

2700 Pleasant Valley Boulevard 
Altoona, PA  16603 

Brenda Clawson-Weyant 
Blair Human Services 

Blair County Courthouse, Suite 443 
423 Allegheny Street 

Hollidaysburg,  PA  16648 

Ms. Lisa Hann 
Mental Health/Retardation 

Blair County Courthouse, Suite 441 
423 Allegheny Street 

Hollidaysburg,  PA  16648 

Ms. Carol Bravin, Director 
Emergency Shelter Project, Inc. 

2700 8th Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

News Director 
WFBG AM - WFGY FM Radio 

1 Forever Drive 
Hollidaysburg,  PA  16648 

 

Mr. John Walker 
Partnr's Inc. 

P.O. Box 1533 
Johnstown,  PA  15907 

News Director 
WJAC TV 

715 Logan Valley Mall 
RT. 220 and Goods Lane 

Altoona, PA  16602 

 

News Director 
Tribune Democrat 

PO Box 340 
Johnstown, PA  16907 
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News Director 
WTAJ TV 10 

Commerce Park 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

Ms. Kelly Hewitt 
Cherry Grove Housing Associates 

400 E Walnut Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16601 

Mr. James Baldwin 
Youth Outreach, Inc. 
1311 12th Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16601 

 

News Director 
Altoona Mirror 
PO Box 2008 

Altoona, PA  16603 

Vicki Cobble 
Logantown Action Council 

1420 4th Street 
Altoona, PA  16601 

 

 

News Director 
WPRR FM-WVAM AM Radio Station 

1 Forever Drive 
Hollidaysburg, PA   16648 

Pyramid Health Care 
901 6th Avenue 

Altoona, PA  16602 
 

Mr. Mike Kuny 
1315 16th Avenue, 1st floor 

Altoona, PA  16601 
 

News Director 
WRTA Radio Station 
1419 12th Avenue 

Altoona, PA  16601 

 

Ms. Cindy Harmon 
Gloria Gates Foundation 
Evergreen Manors, Inc. 
5919 Evergreen Court 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

News Director 
WALY 103.9 FM Radio 

1 Forever Drive 
Hollidaysburg,  PA  16648 

 

Mr. Roger Bunnell 
Altoona Evergreen Manors, Inc. 

c/o Improved Dwellings for Altoona 
PO Box 592 

Altoona, PA  16603 
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Ms. Susan Estep 
Center for Independent Living 

Station Mall, Suite 30 
17th Street & 9th Avenue 

Altoona, PA  16602 

 

AMED Authority 
P. Craig Diehl 

1325 16th Street 
Altoona, PA  16601 

Heather A. Harrington 
Habitat for Humanity, Blair Co. 

PO Box 907 
Duncansville, PA  16635 

 

Chairman 
Altoona Redevelopment Authority 

1301 12th Street, Suite 400 
Altoona, PA  16601 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Mayor Martin and City Council 
 
FROM: Lawrence D. Carter, Planning & Community Development Director 
 
DATE:  January 12, 2005 
 
SUBJECT: Revised Schedule for the 2005 Annual Plan and Consolidated Plan 
 
 
Attached you will find a copy of the revised schedule for preparing the 2005 Annual Plan and the 
5-year HUD Consolidated Plan for the Community Development Block Grant Program, 
Emergency Shelter Grant Program, and the HOME Investment Partnership Program.   
 
If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Attachment 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Joseph F. Weakland, City Manager 
  Renny Santone, Fire Chief 
  Omar P. Strohm, Personnel/Finance Director 
  David Diedrich, P.E., Director of Public Works 
  Mark Ernest, Interim Director of Codes & Inspections 
  Janice Freehling, Chief of Police 
  Robert Alexander, City Solicitor 
  Linda Rickens, City Clerk 
 
FROM: Lawrence D. Carter, Planning & Community Development Director 
 
DATE:  January 12, 2005 
 
SUBJECT: Revised Schedule for the 2005 Annual Plan and Consolidated Plan 
 
 
Attached you will find a copy of the revised schedule for preparing the 2005 Annual Plan and the 
5-year HUD Consolidated Plan for the Community Development Block Grant Program, 
Emergency Shelter Grant Program, and the HOME Investment Partnership Program.   
 
If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Attachment 
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January 12, 2005 
 
 
 
Mr. John Evanko 
Altoona Public Access Station 
1415 Sixth Avenue 
Altoona, PA   16602 
 
RE: Revised Public Service Announcements 
 
Dear Mr. Evanko: 
 
Please disregard the schedule that was mailed to you on January 7, 2005 and replace with the 
attached schedule. 
 
The City of Altoona is preparing its Five-Year Consolidated Plan (2005-2009), and the year 
2005 Annual Plan for the use of its Federal Housing and Urban Development Entitlement funds.  
These funds include the Community Development Block Grant, HOME Investment Partnership, 
and Emergency Shelter Grant Programs.  The preparation of these plans requires opportunities 
for public comment. 
 
Attached is the revised schedule of meeting dates to provide the opportunity for public comment. 
The City requests that these meetings be displayed on the public access channel at least: 

• the day before the scheduled meeting, and 
• the day of the scheduled meeting 

 
Thank you for your assistance in providing this information to City residents.  If you have any 
questions or need additional information, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lawrence D. Carter 
Director 
 
Attachment 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  HUD Funding Recipients 
 
FROM: Lawrence D. Carter, Planning & Community Development Director 
 
DATE:  January 13, 2005 
 
SUBJECT: REVISED 2005 CDBG/HOME/ESG Application Schedule 
 
 
Attached you will find a copy of the revised schedule for preparing the 2005 Annual Plan and the 
Five-Year Consolidated Plan for the Community Development Block Grant, HOME and 
Emergency Shelter Grant Programs.   
 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me. 
 
Attachment 
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PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
 
 
TO:  Local News Agencies 
 
FROM: Lawrence D. Carter, Director 
 
DATE:  January 12, 2005 
 
SUBJECT: Public Service Announcement for 2005 CDBG/HOME/ESG   
  REVISED SCHEDULE 
 
 
Please disregard the schedule that was mailed to you on January 7, 2005 and replace with the 
attached schedule.   
 
The City of Altoona is beginning the preparation of its 2005 HUD Annual Plan and the 2005-
2009 Five-Year Consolidated Plan for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), 
HOME Investment Partnership Grant, and Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) Programs.  Attached 
is the revised schedule showing important meeting dates and actions for the preparation of these 
Plans.  The City requests that these meetings be advertised as a public service announcement the 
day prior and the day of the scheduled meeting as a service to your audience. 
 
Thank you for your assistance in providing this information to City residents.  If you have any 
questions or need additional information, please contact me. 
 
Attachment 
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CITY OF ALTOONA 
 

NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY 
 
 
The City of Altoona does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to,
access to, or operation of its programs, services or activities.  The City of Altoona
does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its hiring or employment
practices. 
 
This notice is provided as required by Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act
of 1990. 
 
Questions, concerns, complaints or requests for additional information regarding
the ADA may be forwarded to the City of Altoona's designated ADA compliance
coordinator. 
 
Name:   Paulette Cornet 
 
Title:    Fair Housing Administrator/ADA Compliance Coordinator 
 
Office Address:  1301 12th Street, Suite 400 
    Altoona PA  16601 
 
Phone Number:  Voice (814) 944-9958 
    TDD  (814) 949-0364 
    FAX   (814) 949-0372 
 
Days/Hours Available: Monday through Friday, except holidays 
    8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
 
Individuals who need auxiliary aids for effective communication in programs and
services of the City of Altoona are invited to make their needs and preferences
known to the ADA compliance coordinator. 
 
This notice is available in large print, on audio tape, and in Braille from the ADA
compliance coordinator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01/05



City of Altoona 2005-2009 Consolidated Plan 

Page A-89 
Adopted April 27, 2005 

 
THE CITY OF ALTOONA 

AFFIRMATIVE MARKETING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 
STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 
In accordance with the Regulations of the HOME Investment Partnership (HOME) Program, and in 
furtherance of the City of Altoona's commitment to non-discrimination and equal opportunity in housing, 
the City of Altoona establishes procedures to affirmatively market units rehabilitated under the HOME 
Program.  These procedures are intended to further the objectives of Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1968, Executive Order 11063, and the City of Altoona's local Fair Housing Resolution. 
 
The City of Altoona believes that individuals of similar economic levels in the same housing market area, 
should have available to them a like range of housing choices regardless of their race, color, religion, sex, 
familial status, handicap, and national origin. 
 
The City of Altoona is committed to the goals of affirmative marketing which will be implemented in our 
HOME Program through a specific set of steps that the City and participating owners will follow.  These 
goals will be reached through the following procedures. 
 
1. Informing the public, potential tenants, and owners about Federal fair housing laws and affirmative 

marketing policies 
 

Through its Department of Planning and Community Development, the City of Altoona will inform 
the public, potential tenants, and property owners about this policy and fair housing laws.  The City 
of Altoona's Department of Planning and Community Development will inform the general public 
by: 

 
a. Placing a special news release and advertisements in the Altoona Mirror; 

 
b. Inform potential tenants by providing information pamphlets on Federal fair housing laws in 

buildings scheduled for rehabilitation; and 
 

c. Inform owners by mailing letters to property owners who will participate in the program. 
 

The Department of Planning and Community Development will provide the above information as 
soon as possible after they receive notification the HOME Program has been approved by HUD. 

 
 
 
2. Requirements for owners to inform the general renter public about available rehabilitated units 
 

It is the City of Altoona's policy to require substantial steps by project owners to carry out 
affirmative marketing.  Owners should provide for costs associated with these requirements in their 
planned operating costs and City's subsidy decisions, which by necessity, will take these costs into 
account.  Owners of small properties with limited management staff may seek waivers of these 
requirements on a case-by-case basis from the City.  The City will carry out the following 
requirements when waivers are given. 

 
If it is feasible to advertise in advance of selecting a tenant, without holding units off the market, 
participating property owners will be required to make information on the availability of units 
known through: 
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a. Advertisements in the Altoona Mirror, if, the owner ordinarily advertises available rentals in 

news media; 
 

b. Notifying the Altoona Housing Authority and Improved Dwellings for Altoona requesting that 
staff inform applicants on its waiting list about upcoming vacancies. 

 
We will emphasize to owners that to the extent feasible without holding units off the market, they 
make information about upcoming vacancies to the general public after special outreach efforts are 
underway (see Procedure 3). 

 
The City of Altoona will require that property owners selected for participation in the program 
comply with affirmative marketing requirements by means of an agreement which will be 
applicable for a period of five years.  Failure to carry out the agreement could make an owner 
ineligible to participate in the program with future projects, have steps taken to recapture federal 
funds which were used in the project, or foreclosure. 

 
3. Special Outreach 
 

In order to inform as well as solicit applications from persons in the housing market who are not 
likely to apply for units without special outreach, the City of Altoona has established methods 
property owners must use in order to reach this objective.  The landlords shall provide vacancy 
information to the Department of Planning and Community Development who in turn, develop 
renter listings which will be distributed on a regular basis to minority groups and churches, as well 
as special needs housing providers in the area. 

 
We will also require that owners begin their special outreach activities immediately upon learning 
that a vacancy will occur.  We have asked that owners request a 30-day notification from tenants 
intending to move so that special outreach to minorities and special needs individuals can begin 
before notification to the general public.  While owners may not always have early notice from 
tenants, we hope the 30-day period will be the norm. 

 
 
4. Recordkeeping 
 

The City of Altoona will require that owners keep records on: 
 

a. The racial, ethnic, and gender characteristics of tenants and applicants; 
 

b. Activities they undertake to inform the general renter public, specifically: 
 

1) Copies of advertisements placed in the Altoona Mirror; 
2) Dates on which the owner contacted the Altoona Housing Authority and Improved 

Dwellings for Altoona. 
 

We will also ask property owners to provide us, where possible, the data on how applicants heard 
about the housing opportunities. 

 
5. Assessment and Corrective Action 
 

The affirmative marketing efforts of property owners will be assessed by the Department of 
Planning and Community Development as follows. 
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To determine if good faith efforts have been made, examine records we have required owners to 
maintain on actions they have taken, and compare them with the actions we required them to 
take.  If we find that the required actions have been carried out as specified, we will assume that 
owners have made good faith efforts to carry out these procedures. 

 
To determine results, assess property owners' affirmative marketing efforts in relation to whether 
or not persons from the variety of racial and ethnic groups in our area and, in particular, African-
Americans have in fact applied for and/or become tenants in the rehabilitated units.  If we find they 
have, we will assume that owners have carried out procedures 2 and 3 effectively. 

 
If the representation of racial/ethnic groups is not broad, we will review the affirmative marketing 
procedures to determine what changes, if any, might be made to make the affirmative marketing 
efforts more effective in informing persons in all groups about rental opportunities. 

 
We will also ask property owners, the Altoona Housing Authority and staff of the Department of 
Planning and Community Development for their analysis and suggestions concerning our 
affirmative marketing practices. 

 
6. Corrective Action 
 

The City of Altoona will take corrective action if we find that any owner fails to carry out the 
procedures we required or fails to maintain the records on tenants and applicants in accordance 
with the HOME Program.  If there are problems, we will discuss ways to improve owners' efforts 
prior to taking corrective actions. 
As an initial step, we will require owners with vacancies to notify the Department of Planning and 
Community Development immediately upon learning that a unit will become vacant.  We are asking 
that owners give us this information as close to 30 days prior to the upcoming vacancy as possible.  
The Department of Planning and Community Development Staff will then be able to verify on a 
"spot check" basis if these owners are following the prescribed procedures. 

 
If an owner continues to fail to meet the affirmative marketing requirements, the City of Altoona, 
after fair warning and an opportunity to correct identified deficiencies, may disqualify an owner 
from further participation in future rehabilitation programs administered by the City. 
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City of Altoona 
Guidelines for Minority/Women Business Outreach Program 

 
In accordance with Section 281 of the HOME Investment Partnership Act, and in furtherance of the City of 
Altoona’s commitment to non-discrimination and equal opportunity, the City of Altoona establishes 
procedures to further opportunities for minority and women-owned businesses. 
 
The City of Altoona is committed to the goals of Section 281 of the HOME Investment Partnership Act 
which will be implemented in the City’s HOME Program through the following steps that the City will 
follow: 
 
1. Develop a systematic method for identifying and maintaining an inventory of certified Minority and 

Women’s Business Enterprises, their capabilities, services, supplies, and/or products. 
 
2. Use local media, electronic and print to market and promote contract and business opportunities 

for Minority and Women’s Business Enterprises. 
 
3. Develop informational and documentary materials on contract/subcontract opportunities for 

Minority and Women’s Business Enterprises. 
 
4. Develop solicitation and procurement procedures that facilitate opportunities for Minority and 

Women’s Business Enterprises to participate as vendors and suppliers of goods and services. 
 
5. Maintain centralized records with statistical data on the use and participation of Minority and 

Women’s Business Enterprises as contractors/subcontractors in all HUD-assisted program 
contracting activities. 
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